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Welcome to Supporting Communities NI new Funding News 

Sheet which we hope will inform you of all the funding 

opportunities out there.  We will also be reporting on any 

projects which through funding have made a big impact on 

their local community. 

BEDBRADAGH COMMUNITY SUPPORT  

BBC CHILDREN IN NEED 

The NeedThe NeedThe Need   

Volunteers sustained the provision of youth intervention work since 

inception, however, they recognised that they needed to develop the 

services further and employ a Youth Worker. The management 

committee identified that through sourcing long term intervention 

with funding secured they 

could expand current 

programmes and offer 

more activities/services to 

a larger number of young 

people. 

 

The ProjectThe Project  

Benbradagh Community Support secured over £70,000 in funding 

from the BBC Children in Need to employ a part time youth worker 

for 3 years. Through this funding they have been able to provide 

free, accessible activities/services to disadvantaged young people 

within the area on a weekly basis.  They have been able to provide a 

drop in centre in the evenings and weekends when anti-social 

behaviour and underage drinking are high. This service has involved 

providing the use of internet, TV and games console facilities and a 

safe and comfortable environment for young people to socialise.  

They also run regular movie nights to encourage youths off the 

street. Offering a drop in club has ensured children can access the 

proper facilities and help them to complete a number of educational 

programmes/activities.  In partnership with the WELB  
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“It would be difficult to understate the invaluable support that SCNI have 
provided the group with, their guidance and assistance both prior to 
project implementation and throughout have contributed to the 
programmes ongoing success”  
  Derabhaile McCloskey—Hutchinson Project Co-ordinator 

they have engaged the young 

people in a number of accredited 

training on topics such as drug 

and alcohol  abuse and 

community participation. They 

have also helped them form a 

youth council in the area, 

encouraging them to take pride 

in and ownership of their 

community. The group have 

been involved in monthly 

environmental projects to 

increase the use of shared space, 

improve the local perception of 

teenagers and skill the young 

people to respect and improve 

their surroundings. Diversionary 

projects run weekly to include 

character building activities to 

teach participants about 

l e a d e r s h i p ,  t e a m w o r k , 

communication, healthy living 

etc.  A number of summer 

p r o g r a m m e s  h a v e  b e e n 

delivered for the older young 

people to teach them life skills 

such as cookery, budgeting, 

stress management, first aid and 

exam/job application skills. 

SCNI InputSCNI Input  

I n i t i a l l y  S u p p o r t i n g 

Communities NI identified a 

suitable funding opportunity 

and provided the Association 

with support in terms of the 

guidelines ensuring that the 

group developed a community 

proposal that would be 

supported within the remit if the 

funding.  SCNI were able to offer 

support with the application 

process including advising on 

quotations/costing for their 

project. Once funding was 

received support continued in 

terms of planning projects and 

ensuring that both monitoring 

and evaluation procedures were 

in place and they were in line 

with the terms and conditions of 

the grant.  SCNI also act as the 

groups HMRC agent and 

assisting in governance with 

regard to employment law.  

 

The Impact/Outcome The Impact/Outcome   

The project has aided the group to create a host of new opportunities for the young people 

living within the Dungiven area that they would not otherwise have access to in this 

disadvantaged community, particularly in the current economic climate. The need for the 

provision of these services has been recognised by the high uptake and steady attendance for 

all programmes delivered.  They are counteracting the under-provision of services for 

youths in the area and successfully engaging their target group. 
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BENBRADAGH CONTINUED 



The NeedThe Need  

Strabane District Council compiled a 

Village Plan in the Glebe area in 2012, 

the aim of the plan was to consult with 

the local community to identifying the 

beneficial needs of the villages’ future 

requirements and potential sources of 

funding for any projects that would go 

forward for consideration.  As part of 

the Action Plan process a series of 

initiatives and projects were identified 

within the themes of traffic, services, environmental, tourism, recreation and amenity 

and community.  Whilst there was acknowledgement of the good work carried out by 

the Association to date, there was recognition that there was a lack of services for 

young people.  The Village Plan identified community support to utilise vacant tarmac 

areas as an ideal area for the location of a MUGA. 

The Project/OutcomeThe Project/Outcome  

ARC North West supported the funding through Axis 3 of the Rural Development 

programme, this secured funding of £170,000 to fund the 3G MUGA pitch in the 

Glebe area.  This unique facility provides the community with a fantastic facility 

allowing for multi use games.  The facility has turned an unattractive area known for 

anti-social activity into a local sporting facility suitable for grassroots sport. 

The 3G pitch is an ideal facility for running sessions for local children making exercise 

an enjoyable pastime and keeping them active. Many more communities are set to 

benefit from the hugely popular facility; community and voluntary organisations, 

sports clubs and schools can all access the facility. Glebe Cross Community 

Development Association has a partnership agreement with Strabane Council 

regarding the insurance, key holders, maintenance and hire structure . 

 

 

CROSS THE DIVIDE - OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF GLEBE CROSS 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 3G PITCH FOR GLEBE 

 

  

3 Launch of Glebe Cross Community Development Association 3G MUGA Pitch  



HOUSING EXECUTIVE COMMUNITY GRANT FUND 

SUPPORTS UNIQUE VOLUNTEER FRIEND PRO-

GRAMME IN THE GREYSTEEL AREA 

The NeedThe Need  

Greysteel Community Association recognised that access to 

facilities is limited in the rural Community of Greysteel with the 

closest service centres being in Limavady and Derry.  Living 

within a rural location has resulted in many residents feeling 

isolated, with poor access to services, there exists a lack of 

willingness to engage with local authorities.  The community 

facility provides a neutral venue for the residents to come together 

to a varied range of social, educational, and environmental and 

community projects all geared to improving the quality of life for 

disadvantaged residents. 

 

The ProjectThe Project  

Through over £3,000 in funding secured from the Housing 

Executive Community Grant Fund, Greysteel Community 

Association has been successful in delivering a ‘Community 

Friend’ support programme for the most vulnerable members of 

their community. This project has incorporated providing a range 

of services for the most disadvantaged older and vulnerable people 

in the Greysteel area of which have included a befriending scheme, 

advice surgeries, support with accessing local services, managing 

money and simple budgeting programmes, home safety initiatives, 

personal safety and care and healthy eating. 

The project involves the ‘Community Friend’ engaging with service 

users on a weekly basis, this is either through a home visit, phone 

call, surgery at the community centre or through the services that 

they will be delivering.  This one-to-one befriending service 

ensures that the most vulnerable and isolated in the Greysteel area 

have a local person to call on for everyday support. 

GLEBE CONTINUED  

SCNI Input 

Supporting Communities 

NI were able to provide 

the association with 

support in terms of good 

practise adopted by other 

Communities who  have 

completed a similar 

project, this support was 

valuable when venturing 

into such a large scale  and 

new initiative.  

Chairperson of Glebe 

C r o s s  C o m m u n i t y 

Development Association 

commented “The 3G has 

proved to be an invaluable 

resource for not only the 

G l e b e  a r e a  b u t 

communities in Strabane. 

Strabane Council and 

Supporting Communities 

NI support with the 

p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n 

extremely important; we 

would not have ventured 

on this project without 

such assistance”. 
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Healthy Eating Initiative 



Local Health Fair 

GREYSTEEL CONTINUED 

The Impact/Outcome The Impact/Outcome   

The project has aided to reduce isolation and loneliness in the rural community of Greysteel.  The 

ethos of the project was to ensure elderly and vulnerable residents lead independent lives and are 

confident in the day to day running of their homes.   

All programmes are geared to enhance participant’s skills and confidence.  As part of the 

programme, outside agencies were invited to give a 

talk to participants on issues such as personal 

security, home safety and benefits.  The group also 

engaged experts on healthy eating, personal care 

and the local pharmacy as well as encouraging 

participants to engage in the service of the groups 

weekly Luncheon Club.  

Raymond O’Hara Centre Administrator highlighted 

“This funding has be instrumental to bring a new 

initiative for the community of Greysteel and has 

reduced barriers in rural isolation.” 

SCNI InputSCNI Input  

Initially Supporting Communities NI disseminated the information regarding the Housing 

Executive Community Grant Scheme to Greysteel Community Association. Supporting 

Communities NI provided the Association with support in terms of the guidelines ensuring that the 

group developed a proposal that would be supported within the remit of the funding.  SCNI were 

able to offer support with the application process including advising on quotations/costings for 

their project. Once funding was received, support continued in terms of planning projects and 

ensuring that both monitoring and evaluation procedures were in place and they were in line with 

the terms and conditions of the grant. 
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“This funding has be used to bring a new initiative for the community of 
Greysteel and has reduced barriers in rural isolation.” 

 

PSNI Home Safety Local Pharmacy 



REACH FOR THE SKY! – SPAMOUNT AND DISTRICT  

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MOBILE CLIMBING WALL 

The NeedThe NeedThe Need   

Spamount and District Cross Community 

Association were established in 1993 in order to work 

for the benefit of the whole community, to help build 

community spirit and participation, and to tackle 

issues of rural isolation.  The group has their own 

community premises and use this to run a number of 

community projects and events throughout the year.  

In 2010 the Committee recognised the need to look at 

alternative methods of community fundraising.  In 

order to become more self-sustaining and to generate 

funds to put back into community initiatives, they 

developed a proposal to set up a social economy 

business.  

 

The ProjectThe Project  

The Funder was ARC North West (Assisting Rural 

Communities) Rural Development Programme 

Measure 3.2, Business Creation and Development 

Axes 3 & 4, Quality of Life Measures.  The group 

received £30,101 for the climbing wall venture.  Not 

only were the group successful in being awarded grant aid for this initiative, they were successful 

as an Association in securing the additional 25% of funding required as terms of the grant aid.  

With funding secured this group set up a social economy business and now have their own 

climbing wall which can be hired out for private use to groups/clubs/businesses/schools.   

The Impact/Outcome The Impact/Outcome   

The Association’s Climbing Wall business kicked off in 2012 and since then has proved to 

be a unique selling feature to community/charity events and social gatherings within the 

North West, Cross-border and throughout the province.   The benefits to any organisation 

in hiring the Climbing wall from Spamount & District Community Association is that the 

fee includes: delivering, assembling and supervising/operating the wall. 

At present members of the community association are currently trained to deliver, 

assemble and operate the wall, and the group are hoping to get another few members 

trained up soon, the group would also like to take on paid help for this in the future as the 

project grows.  

Proceeds from hiring out the wall go towards community association activities as well as 

the running costs and upkeep of the hall and the climbing wall.  To date the venture has 

generated £3,000 in profits from the Association.   
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Supporting Communities NI 

34-36 Henry Street 

Ballymena 

Co Antrim  

BT42 3AH 

 

Phone: 028 25645676 

Fax: 028 25649729 
E-mail: 

info@supportingcommunitiesni.org 
 

SupportComNI 

 

Members of the Association successfully completed Supporting Communities NI Community Capacity 

Training, which covers many aspects of developing a Social Economy Project, project planning, successful 

fundraising and effective communication.  This training proved useful when undertaking elements of 

tendering and procurement that the group needed to fulfil as part of the grant aid.  

 

Contact: Jenny McMenamin,  
email: sean_mc_menamin@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: 07513767469 
 
Address:  
 Spamount Cross Community Hall,  
 9 Mill Lane,  
 Spamount,  
 Castlederg,  
 Co Tyrone,  
 BT81 7NS 
 
Find us on facebook  


