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Minutes of Rural Residents’ Forum Meeting 
 

Tuesday 8th January 2019 
 

Attending:    Mary Watson, Patricia McQuillan and Clifford Wylie. 
 
Apologies:  Phyllis Clarke, Linda Wilson, Martin McCartney, June  

Livingstone, Anne Quinn, Sinead Collins, Naoimh McArdle-
McFall, Deirdre Crawford and Kate Clifford. 

   
In attendance: Michelle Hazlett, Orla McCann, Eoin McKinney, Aidan Campbell 
   and Teresa McKernan. 
 
1.0 Welcome and apologies 
 

Aidan welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
2.0 Minute of the previous meeting and matters arising 
 
 Welfare Reform Case Studies 
 

Link to the PIP report compiled by Walter Radar has been emailed to 
members.  
 
Big Lottery 
 
Information session with Michael Liggett from the Big Lottery has been 
arranged for 29 January at RCN from 10am to 12.00pm.  The event is open to 
RRF members and to RCN members. The session will be informal and will 
focus on tips on making a good application to the Big Lottery.  Michael will 
also speak about lack of applications from rural areas. Action: RCN to send 
Information on the session to RRF. Anyone interested in attending 
should register with Teresa at RCN. 

 
NIFHA “Benefits to Society” campaign 
 
No update on the campaign materials as yet. Aidan has been invited to attend 
NIFHA steering group meeting on 21st January 2019.  Action: Aidan to 
update RRF at February meeting.  
 
Funding 
 
Kate has written to the RSNs regarding funding clinics.  Action:  Kate to 
update RRF at February meeting. 
 
Futures Project 
 
Action:  Mary to follow up on contact details for Futures Project and 
send to RCN. 
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Rethinking Social Housing report 
 
Link to the Rethinking Social Housing report has been emailed to members.  
 

3.0 Minutes of the last meeting 
 
 Minutes of the last meeting were approved for accuracy. 
 
 Proposed by:  Patricia McQuillan  Seconded by:  Mary Watson  
 
4.0 Representation on the RRF 

 
West Tyrone 
 
Action:  Aidan is to contact Aidan Bunting from Omagh Forum for Rural 
Associations to check if he knows of someone who would be interested in 
sitting on the RRF.  
 
South Armagh/Newry 
 
At the HCN meeting on 6th December, Orla raised the issue.  It doesn’t suit 
Valerie Rooney to attend, however, Peter Haughey has expressed an interest 
in rejoining the RRF.  

 
5.0 Missing the rural target- update 
 

Leo O’Reilly has since retired as Permanent Secretary of Department of 
Communities.  Tracy Meharg has replaced him.  Meeting has been arranged 
with Louise Warde-Hunter and Paul Price from the Department on 29th 
January. Patricia, Aidan and Kate will attend.  The meeting will focus on the 
mapping of public sector land, the annual budget going to a 3-year budget and 
raising the social housing grant.  Action:  An update will be given at the 
RRF meeting in February. 
 
Aidan is still awaiting a response to his email to Trevor Lunn of the Alliance 
Party.  Action: Aidan will chase this up.  
 
Rural Needs Act - Aidan has been in touch with CAJ.  Staff member has since 
moved on within CAJ.  Action:  Aidan to follow up with CAJ.  
 
Councils – letter was sent to Anthony Tohill, Chief Executive of Mid Ulster 
Council on 19th December asking for a meeting to discuss public sector land 
they may own. Councillors in Mid Ulster are aware of the social housing issue. 
 
Upgrade of waste water treatment plans – Kate recalled after the RRF 
meeting in December that the Department of Infrastructure had written to RCN 
in Spring to say that 19 rural settlements had been turned down, but none 
specifically because of waste water treatments, but turned down due to 
planning reasons.  
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Kate has written to John McCord, DSD Housing for All.  She is waiting on a  
response but the meeting with Louise Warde-Hunter may cover this.  

 
6.0 Rural housing needs test leaflet – update 
 

1,000 copies of the leaflet have been printed. Aidan thanked members for 
their input and also to acknowledge input from Disability Action on design and 
wording to make it easier to read for people who may have a visual 
impairment. Aidan encouraged members to distribute the leaflet to their 
groups and to the various meetings they attended.  Eoin agreed to take the 
leaflet to the latent demand tests.  Orla will also take leaflets and circulate to 
Supporting Communities staff. 
 
Action: RCN to upload leaflet to its website and connect to Facebook 
with accompanying text.    
 
Action:  RCN to send Link to leaflet to be sent to Supporting 
Communities for its e-zine. 
 
Action: Eoin to check with NIHE’s Gateway Communications Team about 
using it internally.  

 
7.0 Rural Unit update 
 

Approval process for housing in Swatragh is progressing which will hopefully 
be agreed. There is demand in the area, evidenced by attendance at housing 
need test last March. 

   
Latent demand tests are continuing.  Eoin is visiting Laurencetown today 

 regarding the school’s competition. Community consultation will take place on  
 14th January from 7pm-9pm. Action:  RCN to forward contact details for  

groups in the Rasharkin area to Eoin.  Rasharkin test is starting next week. 
Referral was made by a local Councillor. This will be a written test with  
media, flyers, posters etc.  Whitecross has come in this week from a Place      
Shaper referral. This will be a paper exercise, writing out to approximately 200 
of those on the waiting list. The District Manager will be contacted regarding 
settlements in the area. Full test in Clady has been completed last week, one 
person is on the waiting list.  There are another 4-5 tests to be completed 
before the end of the financial year. 

 
Sinead will be going off on maternity leave in the next few weeks.  

 
8.0 Supporting Communities update 
 

Baseline survey with over 100 groups on a one to one basis has 
commenced.  The purpose of this survey is to gather much needed data on the 
groups Supporting Communities work closest with in order to better understand 
its clients and focus future services.  The process should be completed by the 
end of March 2019.  
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Impact awareness training is happening, some done through the HCN 
structure.  This should be completed by the end of March 2019. 
 
Community Involvement Strategy was launched on 12 December 2018. 
 
Chartered Institute of Housing Awards are open for nomination. Awards event 
is on 22 February 2019 at the Titanic Belfast. Further information is available 
on the CIH website/Supporting Communities website.  

 
2019 is going to be a big year for Supporting Communities with the celebration 
of their 40-year anniversary.  A number of events will be planned during the 
year. 

 
9.0 Central Housing Forum update 
 
 Central update has been previously emailed to members.  
 
 Patricia highlighted GDPR issue that was discussed at Central.  Resilience 
 Training with Hummingbird Project will take place on 22nd and 23rd of January.   

There is an issue with the painting of the replaced pieces of fences.  
Working groups are continuing to meet. There is a lot of work involved with the 
Welfare Reform working group in particular. The issue of Universal Credit and 
the ‘opt out’ on the application form for paying housing benefit to the landlord 
is a major concern. 

   
10.0 PIP in rural areas 
 
 Patricia spoke about her experience of PIP and the assessment report from a  
 rural perspective.  Her report covered a 13-month period.  She thanked Aidan 
 for his help in gathering the case studies.  Action: Aidan and Patricia to  

 compile final document for next meeting.  
 

11.0 Scrutiny panel update 
 
 Clifford – last meeting took place on 4th December 2018.  Chair and Vice-chair  
 were elected at this meeting.  
 

Mary – meeting took place.  Figures on anti-social behaviour were discussed 
at the meeting.  

 
12.0 Date of next meeting 
 
 The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 5th February 2019 at 10.30am. 
 
 


