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Why charities must act now to get  
ready for new data protection law 

Rachael Gallagher from the Information 
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) highlights the 
importance of preparing for GDPR. 
 
New legislation called the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) will come into force in May 
2018, both here in the UK and across the EU, 
bringing a more 21st century approach to the 
processing of personal data. That means more 
protections for consumers and more privacy 
considerations for organisations. 
 
In partnership with NICVA, we recently ran two 
sessions aimed at trustees and senior leaders in 
the charity sector to raise awareness of the 
changes coming to data protection law in 2018.  
For coverage of the day, NICVA has put together  
a very useful overview which you can find here. 
 
The new legislation will need charities to look 
carefully at the way they do things. GDPR places 
more obligations on organisations to be 
accountable for their use of personal data, for 
example with strengthened rules regarding consent 
and duties about reporting data breaches. 
 
GPDR also requires greater transparency regarding 
the way in which people’s information is used. 
Citizens will have more rights in areas such as 
being better informed about what organisations are 
doing with their data and having greater access and 
control over their data. For example, in certain 
circumstances people will have the right to request 
that data about them is erased. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GDPR means bigger fines for those organisations 
that get it wrong: failure to comply can have both 
reputational and financial costs. 
 
We’d much rather it didn’t come to that though. The 
ICO is here to help charities through this important 
change. There’s a wealth of materials on our 
website to help businesses. At the ICO we 
understand the importance of clear English 
guidance for charities. 
 
Pages on our website are dedicated to GDPR and 
include: 
 
• 12 steps to take now – if all this is new to you, 

there’s still time to act. You can begin by 
looking at our 12 steps to take to get you 
started. 

• Overview of the GDPR - this is a living 
document that will be added to as more 
guidance is produced, both by us and in 
Europe. 

• Data protection self-assessment toolkit - 
giving you the ability to compare what you are 
currently doing around data protection and 
what you should be doing under the new 
regulation 

 
Charities can also call the ICO helpline on 0303 
123 1114 or make use of our live chat service. 

http://www.nicva.org/article/preparing-for-gdpr
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-reform/
https://ico.org.uk/media/1624219/preparing-for-the-gdpr-12-steps.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-reform/overview-of-the-gdpr/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/resources-and-support/data-protection-self-assessment-toolkit/


 

 

Consultations 

Department for Communities  
Changes to the Affordable Warmth Scheme 
AWSConsultation@communities-ni.gov.uk 

Closing date; 16th February 2018 

Annual charity reporting –  
getting ready for the 2018 deadline 

On New Year's Day over 1,000 charities were 
notified by the charity regulator that they have 10 
months in which to submit their annual accounts.   
The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland will 
send three deadline reminders to the key contact 
person on the charity register.  However, if charities 
do not keep their contact details up to date on the 
charity register, then there is a possibility that this 
reminder could be sent to someone who is no 
longer involved in the charity.  
 
All charities are urged to check their details on the 
charity register to ensure that not only is the key 
contact details up to date, but also, that any new 
trustees have been added and any retired trustees 
removed.  
 
Please check the charity register to ensure your 
charity’s details are up to date and that the correct 
information has been filed.   
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/ 
 
Some reporting issues  
 
To date, the Charity Commission has identified that 
139 charities have not submitted their annual 
monitoring return and accounts within the required 
timeframe.  These charities are now marked ‘in 
default’ on the charity register. 
 
The Charity Commission has indicated that quite a 
few smaller charities which are eligible to prepare 
receipts and payments accounts, have not included 
a statement of assets and liabilities as part of the 
accounts which they are required to do.  The 
Commission has stated that charities are at risk of 
further regulatory action if they do not comply with 
the requirements. 
 

 
 
 
The Commission has suggested the inclusion of the 
following wording in a statement of assets and 
liabilities for those charities that do have any other 
assets or liabilities aside from their bank account: 
 
“Other than our bank account, we have no other 
assets or liabilities”. 
 
The regulator has also highlighted that simple 
mistakes are being made such as incorrect figures 
being inputted and uploading of wrong documents 
such as bank statements.     
 
All charities, large and small, are being urged to 
check their details on the charity register soon after 
they’ve submitted the annual return and notify the 
Commission if they’ve made a mistake.  
 
Help and support 
 
The Commission has published several pieces of 
guidance for charities to help them with the 
preparation of their accounts and annual report.   
 
It has also published specific guidance on 
independent examination which will be of interest to 
both the trustees in choosing an independent 
examiner but also for the independent examiner 
who must follow the twelve directions which are laid 
out in the guidance.  
 
Please see the Commission's full suite of annual 
reporting guidance for more 
information.www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/ 

mailto:AWSConsultation@communities-ni.gov.uk
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-search/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/


 

 

Special Focus 
The impact of welfare reform on disabled people 
Government cannot ignore the impact of welfare reform on people with  
disabilities. Blog article by Paul Noonan, Senior Policy Officer, Equality Commission NI 

The introduction of welfare reform has imposed real 
hardship on many disabled people across the UK.  
The cap on household benefits, changes being 
introduced by the new Personal Independence Payment, 
and the closure of the Independent Living Fund have 
driven many to increased dependency on relatives and 
into debt and put some under unbearable stress as they 
struggle to maintain a minimum level of income. 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities establishes rights for disabled people – 
among them rights to independent living, to work and 
employment and to social protection. In October 2016, 
the United Nations Committee which deals with that 
Convention issued an inquiry report which states clearly 
that the enjoyment of these rights by disabled people 
has been disproportionately affected by the welfare 
reforms and that their impact amounted to ‘grave or 
systematic violations of [their] rights.’ 
 
The Committee’s enquiry revealed that the assessments 
of disabled people’s suitability for work focused too 
much on a functional evaluation of their skills and 
abilities and put aside their personal circumstances and 
needs. The UN Committee made recommendations in 
their concluding observations on the UK’s first State 
Party Report in August 2017, but there has been no 
move to implement them. Indeed, the UK Government 
response indicated that they would not be taking any 
action on the relevant findings of the inquiry report or the 
concluding observations.  
 
 

That is very troubling for everyone concerned by the 
disadvantage and hardship which the welfare changes 
are causing to an already vulnerable and hard-pressed 
section of our community. Early indications are that the 
roll-out of the changes in Northern Ireland may have a 
very considerable impact. The process of reassessing 
people receiving Disability Living Allowance (DLA) was 
commenced here in June 2017 and it is reported that 
36% of claimants had been disallowed, that is a higher 
rate of disallowance than that in Great Britain, which is 
27%. In Northern Ireland arrangements had been made 
by the Executive to mitigate the financial impact on 
anyone who, following assessment, had lost out as a 
result of the transfer from Disability Living Allowance to 
PIP. That mitigation measure applies to each individual 
for just one year from the date of their assessment. 
 
As the welfare changes are now being rolled out across 
Northern Ireland, many disabled people are facing a 
deadline at which they will either lose their entitlement 
altogether or have it greatly decreased. 
 
The Equality Commission made submissions about all 
these issues to the UN Committee and, in its report, the 
Committee made a specific recommendation for 
Northern Ireland, that the Government should extend the 
period of operation for the support packages to mitigate 
the negative impacts of welfare reform. The Commission 
urges the Government to publish full details of how they 
intend to mitigate the impacts which would affect 
disabled people in Northern Ireland after the expiry of 
the time-limited programme. 

Social Enterprise  
Supporting Communities 
Social Enterprise Courses 
Causeway Area 
 Considering starting a Social Enterprise 

 Having Trouble Accessing University? 

 Just want to learn more about Social Enterprise? 
  
If the answer to any of the questions above is ‘Yes’, 
then our suite of courses may well be for you!   
 
You can attend a scheduled course as an individual or 
book specifically for your organisation and we will deliver 
the programme in your local area.  
 

The Following Course currently has  
spaces available: 
  
Understanding Social Enterprise Level 2  
(6 weeks, one session every Wednesday per week) 
  
Venue and Dates: West Bann Community Development, 
Coleraine commencing  
24th January 2018 at 10.30am - 1.30pm 
 
To Register for a course or to find out more information 
please contact Stephen Marks on 02825 645676 or by 
email; stephen@supportingcommunities.org 

  

Social Enterprise NI - Events & Activities  
There is lots happening across the sector, please have a read at the following  
events and make use of the networking and training opportunities open to you all 

Event Date & Location 
Impact Measurement Training 
FREE 

Tues 20 Feb  – 12.30 – 4.30 pm 
Antrim Enterprise Agency, 58 Greystone Road, Antrim 
To register: amanda@socialenterpriseni.org 

mailto:amanda@socialenterpriseni.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many tenants believe that their landlord automatically 
insures their furniture, belongings, and decorations 
against fire, theft, vandalism or water damage such as 
burst pipes. THIS IS NOT THE CASE! 
 
Unfortunately, some tenants only realise this after the 
damage has been done. Supporting Communities 
encourages all tenants to take out household contents 
insurance. 
 

Contents insurance is insurance that pays for 
damage to, or loss of, an individual's personal 
possessions while they are located within that 
individual's home. 
 
Supporting Communities has negotiated a home 
contents insurance scheme with Royal & Sun Alliance 
Insurance plc specifically designed for tenants in 
Northern Ireland to give you peace of mind against life’s 
little accidents. Cover is provided from just £2.01 a 
week!  
 

What is covered? 
Most of your household goods and contents including 
pedal cycles and computer equipment are insured when 
in your home. They are covered against loss or damage 
caused by specific events such as theft, fire and flood, 
but accidental loss in the home is not covered. 
 
Also insured are lost or stolen keys, freezer contents and 
your own legal liability to the public and cost of 
alternative accommodation. Also covered are 
improvements you have made to your home such as 
fitted kitchens, bathrooms, wardrobes, laminate flooring, 
patio doors etc (but not greenhouses or conservatories). 
 
Some Accidental Damage cover is provided 
automatically by this policy as shown in the Summary of 
Cover on the back page. However, you can choose to 
add the full Accidental Damage option to your policy for 
payment of an additional premium. Full Accidental 
Damage cover would also include damage caused by 
pets. 
 
 

You also have the options to add cover for Personal 
Belongings, Hearing Aids, Wheelchairs, Garden Huts, 
Outbuildings, Garages and Greenhouses. See the Cost 
of insurance tables for further information. 
 
A summary of cover is given on the back page and 
full details are available on request. 
 
Please note that the policy does not cover maintenance, 
wear and tear, anything which happens gradually, 
electrical, mechanical or electronic breakdown, rot, 
radioactive contamination, sonic bangs, pollution or 
contamination, date change and computer virus, war 
risks and terrorism. 
 
You should read your policy carefully. Make sure it 
meets your needs. 
 

Easy payment 
The cost of insurance is payable fortnightly or monthly 
by payment card, monthly by direct debit or annually by 
cheque, debit or credit card. The application form below 
has a full list of prices. 
 

‘New-for-old’ insurance 
The policy insures your contents other than clothing and 
household linen on a “new-for-old” basis, meaning they 
would be replaced as new if destroyed by an event 
insured by the policy. You do however have a duty to 
maintain your household contents and personal 
belongings in sound condition and good repair.  
 
Therefore, you should add up the value of all items at 
their current replacement cost, less an allowance for 
wear and tear for clothing and household linen. It is 
important not to undervalue your contents otherwise the 
insurer will not pay the full value of your claim. 
 

Download the application form for more 
information. 
 

To apply: 
1.     Complete the application form answering all the 
 questions. Remember to tick the appropriate 
 method of payment on the application form. 
2.     Check your total sum insured figure is adequate. 
3.     Supply any additional information required. 
4.     Read the Declaration and sign at the bottom of the 
 application form. 
5.     For general enquiries, please call 03456 718 172. 
 Calls may be recorded and monitored. 
6.     Complete the application form and insert your 
 name/s into the signature box. 
7.     Email your form to 
 datamanagement@ryandirectgroup.co.uk 
 

To Claim:  
Policy holders can now claim online here:  
http://www.ryandirectgroup.co.uk/tenants-contents-
insurance-claims  

Are your Household Contents Insured? 

https://www.rsagroup.com/
http://supportingcommunities.org/s/Just-for-You-Home-Contents-Insurance.pdf
http://supportingcommunities.org/s/Just-for-You-Home-Contents-Insurance.pdf
http://supportingcommunities.org/s/Just-for-You-Home-Contents-Insurance.pdf
http://supportingcommunities.org/s/Just-for-You-Home-Contents-Insurance.pdf
http://supportingcommunities.org/s/Just-for-You-Home-Contents-Insurance.pdf
mailto:datamanagement@ryandirectgroup.co.uk
http://www.ryandirectgroup.co.uk/tenants-contents-insurance-claims
http://www.ryandirectgroup.co.uk/tenants-contents-insurance-claims


 

 

Publications 
The NICOLA Study 
The NICOLA Study is the first large scale longitudinal study of ageing in Northern Ireland. 
The first wave findings were published in November 2017 by Queens University Belfast. It helps to highlight the 
trends, opportunities and issues which come from an aging society. 
 
Volunteering and social participation are key components of a healthy approach to aging and the first wave report 
shows that volunteering among people over 50 included in the study is at 18%.  This is lower than the level detailed 
for the whole population in the most recent NISRA report (https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
publications/dsd/volunteering-in-northern-ireland-research-report-2016.pdf) at 32%. 
 
While the two methodologies are not the same so comparisons need to be undertaken cautiously, this finding would 
allude to the fact that older people are not volunteering at as high a level as the population as a whole and it echoes 
results from other studies.  This is concerning and requires further investigation and efforts to increase the levels of 
volunteering among older people.  
 
See link to the longitudinal study on ageing phase 1 report https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/NICOLA/FileStore/
Filetoupload,783215,en.pdf 

Essential Guide for Landlords 
in NI – Housing Rights 
 
An essential resource that will provide Landlords with 
a guide on the legal obligations they should comply 
with throughout all stages of a tenancy. The resource 
is split into 3 parts; creating a tenancy, during a 
tenancy and ending a tenancy.  Have a look at a 
sample of the resource. 
 
Topics covered include: 

• Deposits 

• Certificates 

• Housing benefit & universal credit 

• Repairs 

• Fitness standards 

• HMO’s 

• Different types of tenancies 

• Notice to quit 

• Disputes 

• Eviction 
  

Cost £11.95 
For more information, go to;  
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/publication/essential
-guide-landlords-ni 

Please click the link below to access the December 
2017 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for 
PCSPs which highlights local events and initiatives.  
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/
inpartnership-issue-december-2017.pdf 

Community Development & Health Network Newsletter 
The latest update is available at;  
http://mailchi.mp/f1126755e86a/cdhn-news-events?e=09b1f9112e 

The NIEL EU Matters for December 2017 is now available 
at; https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-
December-2017.pdf 

Community Relations Council      
The November Edition of CRC e-News is 
available at;  
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/sites/
crc/files/e-News%20November% 

Available online, including articles such as; technology and 
care for older people, Brexit and the border and the risk to 
charities from scammers. 
Scope can be accessed at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is  
now available from the RCN. To access the publication,  
go to;  http://www.ruralcommunity 
network.org/publications/default.aspx 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dsd/volunteering-in-northern-ireland-research-report-2016.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dsd/volunteering-in-northern-ireland-research-report-2016.pdf
https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/NICOLA/FileStore/Filetoupload,783215,en.pdf
https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/NICOLA/FileStore/Filetoupload,783215,en.pdf
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/Housing%20Rights%20Essential%20Guide%20for%20Landlords%20in%20NI%20SAMPLE.pdf
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/Housing%20Rights%20Essential%20Guide%20for%20Landlords%20in%20NI%20SAMPLE.pdf
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/publication/essential-guide-landlords-ni
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/publication/essential-guide-landlords-ni
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-issue-december-2017.pdf
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-issue-december-2017.pdf
http://mailchi.mp/f1126755e86a/cdhn-news-events?e=09b1f9112e
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-December-2017.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-December-2017.pdf
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/sites/crc/files/e-News%20November%202017.pdf
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/sites/crc/files/e-News%20November%202017.pdf
http://scopeni.nicva.org/
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx


 

 

Events 

NI Youth Sitting Congress 2018 
Call for expressions of interest to attend:  
The NI Youth Congress was set up by the Northern Ireland Youth Forum in 
2014 in the absence of a Youth Assembly. 
  
Young people have become frustrated that despite receiving support from local politicians, youth work 
organisations and the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, government have still not acted to set up 
a Youth Assembly in NI. 
  
The Youth Congress is entirely youth led by young people, for young people and is made up of 11 – 25 
year olds from across NI. Its function is to: 
 

• To provide a youth led; democratic; representative voice for young people in Northern Ireland; 

• To provide a mechanism whereby young people can raise and discuss issues of importance to them 
and bring directly to the attention of decision makers; 

• To support young people to campaign and lobby on issues that are important to them on a regional, 
national and European basis; 

• To provide a mechanism whereby government departments can seek the views of young people. 
  
We are inviting young people aged between 11 – 25 to attend the next sitting of the Youth Congress. It 
will take place in Stormont from 10.30am – 3.30pm on the 22nd February 2018. Based on the last event 
we anticipate a huge demand for places. 
 
To register your interest in attending this year’s sitting please e-mail: Info@niyf.org  

CDHN's AGM and Networking Event 
CDHN's Annual General Meeting will take place in The Market Place Theatre,  
Armagh on Tuesday 6th February 2018.  Further details to follow. 

Save the date – 23 March 2018 - Consumer Parliament to be 
held in the Guild Hall, Derry/Londonderry 
Following on from the hugely successful inaugural Consumer Parliament in Belfast earlier this year, The 
Consumer Council is now pleased to announce we are organising a similar event in Derry/Londonderry on 
23 March 2018.   
 
The Parliament will provide consumers with the opportunity to raise the issues most important to them, 
learn about their consumer rights and, most importantly, how to save money and reduce their household 
bills. 
 
• The event will take place in the Guild Hall, Derry/Londonderry from 10am – 3pm.  
• It will include individual workshops, focusing on consumer issues that affect the 

elderly, the young, rural communities, those living with a disability, small business, 
and those living on a budget. 

• The Parliament will allow attendees to have their say on matters relating to energy, 
public transport, water services, postal services as well as general consumer issues.  

 
We will also have opportunities for stakeholders to take an active part in the Parliament and 
engage with regional organisations, groups and individual consumers. Further updates on 
these opportunities will be released shortly.  
 
If you wish to learn more please email  
thomas.mccaffery@consumercouncil.org.uk or Siobhan.rafferty@consumercouncil.org.uk 

mailto:thomas.mccaffery@consumercouncil.org.uk
mailto:Siobhan.rafferty@consumercouncil.org.uk


 

 

Events cont’d 

Will you be joining the Nation’s Biggest Housewarming? 

We invite you to help us to support the fuel poor households throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Across the UK, 2,700 people die each year from cold homes. We need your help now more than ever. 
 
We want to know what is your perfect housewarming? Join us in organising your very own event to help warm the 
homes of the UK - by baking sweet and savoury treats, hosting a games night, a fancy dress workday, a “Great 
British Bake Off”, or by creating your own inventive idea. 
 
To sign up to receive a free pack in the New Year to set up your own event click here. 
  
You will receive a FREE e-pack including:  

• A fundraising toolkit 

• DIY bunting 

• Posters to print 

• DIY cake place labels 

• Mugshot placard to print 
  
You will also receive a FREE additional pack in the post including: 

• Nation's Biggest Housewarming mugs 

• Nation's Biggest Housewarming balloons 

• Posters 
 
To get you inspired we'll be sharing our ideas for the ideal housewarming. We can't wait to see yours!  

You are invited to a Mosque Open Day 
Visit my Mosque day is a Regional initiative to encourage dialogue between communities/individuals and 
the Muslim community. NI Muslim Family Association (NIMFA) has a community built of over 42 
Nationalities who wish to engage meaningfully and peacefully with the people of NI. 
 
Date:   Sunday 18th February 2018     
Time/Duration:  11am -5pm                                                
Itinerary:  11am-5pm Informal visit with tour/meet and greet 
                            3pm-4pm Islamic cultural awareness session with Q & A 
Venue:   NI Muslim Family Association, 7 Rugby Road – Belfast BT7 1PS 
Cost:   Free refreshments Guided tour, Islamic Cultural Awareness session with Q&A  &   
   more…! No prior booking necessary 

http://r.newsletter.nea.org.uk/track/click/x5ubj0q5adu1vd
http://r.newsletter.nea.org.uk/track/click/x5ubj0qxqdu1vd


 

 

Training 

Volunteer Policy - The Starting Point! 
 
Date:  23rd January 2018, 14:00 
 
Time: 2.00 pm - 4.30pm 
 
Location: Volunteer Now, 34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast BT2 7DB 
 
Cost:  £45 + VAT 
 
This masterclass looks at a framework to help guide you in the content and theory of policy development. 
The Investing in Volunteers UK Quality standard for volunteer involving organisations states that organisa-
tions should have a 'written policy on volunteer involvement that sets out the organisation's values for vol-
unteer involvement and highlights the need for procedures for managing volunteers, based on principles 
of equality and diversity'. 
 
Learn how to get buy in from staff and volunteers while covering all the key elements. 
A Certificate of Attendance is awarded at the end of this masterclass. 
 
There is also another Masterclass running in the morning in the same venue called 'Achieving Quality in 
Volunteer Management'. Click here for more information. 
 
For more information or to book a place, go to; http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/702 

Volunteer Now Training 

Gaslight Media Trust 

Facilitation Training for The JustUs Programme 
An Innovative Citizenship Education Programme for Young People 
http://www.justusproject.net/ 
  
About The Facilitation Training 
  
This is a two-day Intensive Facilitation Training Programme for youth education practitioners,(teachers, 
Youth workers and trained youth volunteers) which will equip them with a bespoke set of digital resources 
to deliver The JustUs Workshop Education Programme to young people.   
 
This course is designed to support youth practitioners to have exploratory conversations with young 
people in a safe setting.  
  
The workshops will take place over two full consecutive days as outlined below: 
  
Date:              Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st February 2018 
  
Time:              9.15 am – 5 pm 
  
Venue:           At Rural Community Network, Cookstown, Co.Tyrone 

 

http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/646
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/702
http://www.justusproject.net/


 

 

Funding 
T:BUC Funding Forums 
Hosted by the Good Relations & T:BUC Division, attendees will have the opportunity to find out about the 
Executive Office funding available for good relations programmes at events taking place throughout 
January and February in local council areas. 
 
• 16 January - Ards Arena Youth Club 
• 18 January - Newry Conference & Banqueting Centre 
• 23 January - Innovation Factory, Belfast 
• 24 January - Brownlow Community Hub, Craigavon 
• 29 January - Ballymoney Town Hall 
• 30 January - Island Civic Centre, Lisburn 
• 1 February - Holywell Trust, Derry/Londonderry 
• 6 February - Fermanagh House, Enniskillen 
• 7 February - Larne Town Hall 
• 8 February - Ranfurly House, Dungannon 
• 12 February - Mossley Mill, Newtownabbey 

 
Programmes represented include the Central Good Relations Fund, T:BUC Camps Programme, Peace 
IV, Planned Interventions Fund, District Council Good Relations Programme and the Community 
Relations Council. 
 
Places are limited so early registration is recommended. 
 
Find out more and register for your local event on our Eventbrite page at the link below: 
TBUC Events – Eventbrite website. 

Live Here Love Here  
Community Awards 2018 
 
Nominate Your Community Heroes! 
It is time to celebrate the dedicated and 
determined volunteers throughout Northern Ireland 
who are working to create cleaner and greener 
communities. Live Here Love Here are calling for 
you to nominate your local community hero for the 
Live Here Love Here Community Awards 2018! 
 
These awards celebrate the tremendous efforts of 
groups and individuals across the province who 
embody the values of Live Here Love Here, 
making Northern Ireland a cleaner, greener and 
safer place to live. If you know a group or an 
individual who deserves an award for the work 
carried out on a positive environmental project 
then we want to hear from you.  
 
This work could be anything from improving the 
quality of their local environment, an innovative 
way of reducing litter, or encouraging others to 
have pride within their local community through 
practical environmental action.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Taking place on the 20th February 2018 at Belfast 
Harbour Commissioners Office, the awards will be 
hosted by Lesser Spotted Journeys presenter, Joe 
Mahon and will encourage all generations to come  
together with likeminded people and celebrate 
their pride in their communities.  
 
With 14 categories to apply for, there is something 
for everyone. Whether your nominee is a 
dedicated litter hero or a community champion, 
now is your chance to say thank you.   
 
Entry is free and easy, simply visit 
www.liveherelovehere.org to download a 
nomination form and send it in to Karina at 
karina.magee@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org 
before 12 noon on 8th January 2018 so your 
group doesn’t miss out!       
 
If you would like to find out more or get involved 
with Live Here Love Here please visit our website; 
www.liveherelovehere.org or contact 
enquiries@liveherelovehere.org.  
 

http://www.tbucevents.eventbrite.com/
http://www.liveherelovehere.org
mailto:karina.magee@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
http://www.liveherelovehere.org
mailto:enquiries@liveherelovehere.org


 

 

Central Good Relations Funding Programme 

The Central Good Relations Funding Programme supports the 
achievement of the Executive’s strategic objectives relating to good 
relations. 
 
The Fund supports productive, time bound projects which contribute to the promotion of good relations 
and to building a united and shared community.  The programme will support productive time bound 
projects which contribute to the promotion of good relations. The Central Good Relations Fund is a small 
central scheme designed to distribute funding in year. The fund does not and will not replace mainstream 
core or project funding. 
 
Ministerial priorities aimed at building a united, shared and reconciled community are identified in the 
good relations strategy, Together: Building a United Community, published on 23 May 2013. 
You can access the strategy document below: 
Together: Building a United Community 
 
The 2018/19 Central Good Relations Funding programme is now open for applications. 
The application process for project funding will close on Friday 23 February 2018 at 2.00pm. 
The application process for small grants remains open throughout the year. 
 
All successful project and small grant applicants under the 2018/19 funding programme will be required to 
deliver projects by 31 March 2019. 
 
The guidance notes, application forms and a list of frequently asked questions are available to download 
via the links below: 
 
• Central Good Relations Funding Programme - Guidance Notes 
• Central Good Relations Funding Programme - Project Funding Application form 
• Central Good Relations Funding Programme – Small Grant Application form 
• Central Good Relations Funding Programme - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Hard copies of these documents may be obtained by emailing the  
Central Good Relations Funding Programme. 

Grow Wild’s Community  
Project Funding 2018  
Now open for applications! 
 
Have you got a ridiculously exciting idea for a 
project that brings people together through 
activities that help connect their community and 
celebrate UK native wild flowers, plants and/or 
fungi?. 
 
Please get in touch with Grow Wild to discuss your 
ideas or you can also look at our web page Grow 
Wild Community Project Guidance, for more 
information on how to apply.  
 
Awards of £2000 or £4000 are available for groups 
to transform their space or to do something new or 
creative projects that help communities and 
celebrate our native wild flowers, plants and fungi.  
 
Applications need to be in by 15th January 2018 for 
your chance to join Grow Wild’s project network. 
 

 
Be inspired by previous 
Grow Wild community 
projects. Click here to visit 
our interactive map and 
read their profile pages. 
  
Sign up to the Grow Wild 
newsletter for the many 
free offers, competitions, 
blogs and lots of amazing 
information at  
growwilduk.com: 
 
• In spring 20018, groups can register for free 

Grow Wild seed and fungi kits to share.  
 
• Get Creative Youth awards of £500 will be 

open in 2018 for young people to showcase 
their creative talents 

 
• Pledge your support by planting a virtual seed 

here 
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Funding cont’d 

Rosa: Woman to Woman Fund 
The Woman to Woman grant scheme was set up 
to provide grants of up to £25,000 for no fewer than 
100 local grassroots women’s organisations across 
the UK.  It will be supported using funds from the 
‘Tampon Tax.’  
 
Scheme details 
Grants are available for groups with an income of 
under £100,000 per year, to support a wide range 
of charitable work that benefits women: from 
building confidence and leadership skills, tackling 
harassment and violence, to training in financial 
literacy and increasing engagement in decision-
making – and much more besides. Rosa especially 
wants to support groups that work with 
disadvantaged communities or in disadvantaged 
areas. Grants can pay for core work, as well as 
mobilising volunteers, leadership development, 
communications and advocacy. As well as grants, 
Rosa will provide additional support that women’s 
groups tell them they need, including mentoring, 
training and networking opportunities. 
 
Who can apply? 
If you meet the following requirements you can 
apply for a grant: 
• You are a women’s sector organization 
• You are a charitable organisation – your 

organisation need not be a registered charity, 
but your activities must be charitable and 
legal 

• You are a local organisation, which is not 
part of a national enterprise 

• You have an annual income less than 
£100k or you employ less than two full-time 
paid members of staff 

• You have a written governing document, 
such as a constitution or set of rules 

• You have a governing body with at least 3 
unrelated members 

• You have a UK-based bank or building 
society account in the name of your 
organisation, with at least two unrelated 
signatories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What size grants are available? 
Grants of between £5,000 and up to and including 
£25,000 are available. Any grant awarded must be 
spent within 12 months of receipt. 
 
How to apply 
There is a 2 stage application process 
In stage 1 they will test your eligibility, ask about 
your organisation’s activities and how you would 
use a grant from Rosa. 
 
In stage 2 applicants will be asked in more detail 
about their organisation and the difference they will 
make.  
 
Applicants are also asked to upload the following 
documents for due diligence purposes: Your 
organisation’s most recent annual signed report 
and accounts, your organisation’s budget for the 
current year, a copy of your safeguarding policy 
(ies) if your application is for work with children or 
vulnerable adults, a copy of a bank statement from 
within the last 3 months, a copy of the governing 
document for your organisation and a list of 
directors/ trustees/ management committee 
members. 
 
In stage 2 applicants are also asked to submit a 
two minute video describing their work. The video 
should feature the woman/women in their 
organisation who will benefit as a result of the 
funding. This is not essential but it may help you to 
convey your thoughts about the importance of your 
plans.  
 
For further information and guidance notes visit the 
website 
 

Commonwealth Foundation Grants 
The Foundation offers grants of up to £50,000 in support of innovative project ideas and approaches that 
seek to strengthen the ability of civic voices to engage with governments and that have the potential to 
improve governance and development outcomes through their active participation. 
 
Scheme details 
 
Focus areas 
They are interested in supporting projects that strengthen civic voice so that it: 
• Is more effective in holding governance institutions to account 
• Enhances involvement in policy processes 
• Shapes public discourse 
 
Your project should address one or both of the following two areas and 
may include the use of creative expression to achieve project aims: Cont’d 

http://www.rosauk.org/resources/blog/woman-to-woman/


 

 

Funding cont’d  
1.     Stronger civic voice engaging in policy 
 processes to hold government to account: 
 Your project will strengthen the capacity of 
 civic voices in contributing to: 

• monitoring government commitments and 
action 

• supporting the implementation of the 
sustainable development goals or other 
international agreements, and related local 
and national policy agendas 

• Advocating policy priorities to government 
that address gender and other power 
imbalances, disparities and discrimination 

• Strengthening participatory methods of 
engaging in regional national and local 
governance processes 

• Raising awareness and advocating for 
specific policy issues 

 
2. Public discourse more reflective of less-heard 

voices 
•  Your project will support less heard voices 
 to contribute to public discourse on 
 development  issues 

  

• Your project will support less heard voices 
to access policy spaces and/or platforms 
with the potential to amplify voices and 
influence public discourse 

 
Cross-cutting themes 

• All proposals must ensure that the cross 
cutting theme of gender equality is 
mainstreamed throughout the project. 

 
How to apply 
For information on their next grants call and all 
other updates on their grants programme please 
sign up at https://commonwealthfoundation.com/
grants-sign-up/ 
 
You can forward any enquiries you have about their 
grants call to cfgrants@commonwealth.int 
 
The application for a grant is a two-stage process: 
preliminary application stage and full application 
stage. 
 
For further information and online application visit 
the website at;  
https://commonwealthfoundation.com/grants/ 
  

Department for Communities Volunteering Small Grants 
Volunteer Now has announced that that DfC have managed to secure extra funding towards the 
Volunteering Small Grants Programme for 2017/2018.  These small grants are a lifeline to the voluntary/
community sector and we welcome this encouraging development.  Limavady Community Development 
Initiative Ltd (LCDI), acting as lead for the Association of Independent Volunteer Centres (AIVC), North 
West Volunteer Centre & Volunteer Now, are responsible for administering the Volunteering Small Grants 
programme as part of NI's Volunteering Strategy "Join in, get involved: build a better future". 
  
The 2017/2018 grants are being limited to £1,200 and can only be used for the following: 
 
• Volunteer Recognition Event / Thank-You Event (Subsistence) 
• Travel 
• PPE (Protective Clothing) 
• Training – the Volunteer Centres are the ideal choice to do the training through and they will help 

you through all stages from choice of training, to getting the correct paperwork for your small grant 
(details of Volunteer Centres attached) 

• Heat 
• Light 
• Rent 
• Insurance 
  
There will be a very tight deadline for applications.   
The deadline for return of completed applications is 12noon Thursday 18

th
 January 2018.   

  
Any group who applied in November 2017 does not need to re-apply!! 
  
Due to this tight deadline (and to enable quick turnaround) we are only accepting applications through the 
attached application form rather than through an online portal.  The application form should be completed 
and emailed along with all the supporting documents (constitution; volunteer policy; bank statement; 
accounts/income & expenditure) to the following email address:smallgrants@lcdi.co.uk   
 
For more information, go to;  
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/news/item/1012/apply-now-for-volunteering-small-grants-programme/ 
 

https://commonwealthfoundation.com/grants-sign-up/
https://commonwealthfoundation.com/grants-sign-up/
mailto:cfgrants@commonwealth.int
https://commonwealthfoundation.com/grants/
mailto:smallgrants@lcdi.co.uk
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/news/item/1012/apply-now-for-volunteering-small-grants-programme/

