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Helm and Fold morph  
into Radius Housing  

In the past week, the Boards of Fold and Helm Housing 
Associations have finalised an ambitious plan to create a new 
association and today have revealed the name, identity and 
vision of the new organisation. 
 
Plans to invest over £300m in the construction industry over 
the course of the next five years by developing new homes 
and refurbishing current stock were also unveiled at a launch 
event held at Aquinas Grammar School in Belfast. 
 
Following an extensive consultation process involving 
employees and tenants from both organisations, Radius 
Housing Association has been chosen as the name of the 
new entity.  
 
Radius will have a significant, positive impact on society, 
providing services for around 33,000 households and 
employing over 1,000 staff. 
 
In its first five years Radius is forecast to increase its assets to £1.25bn and its turnover to £110m. 
Radius, which will be the largest social enterprise in Northern Ireland, will have a significant housing 
presence in all 11 council areas, serviced by a regional office network spanning Belfast, Holywood, 
Ballymena, Newry and Derry-Londonderry. 
 
Radius has ambitious plans to deliver more high quality housing, increase social investment, establish 
apprenticeships and employment schemes for local communities, and to invest in its ICT to improve 
choice and service delivery.  
 
Diana Fitzsimons, chair of Radius, said: “Helm and Fold are progressing into an exciting new era and into 
uncharted waters. This union will increase our capacity in communities to deliver new and innovative 
services targeted at providing financial advice, creating employment and improving well-being. 
 
Radius has a vision for the future which will see us continuing to enable people of all ages to live in the 
community through a range of traditional and technological housing solutions. Demand for our services is 
growing and we are confident that our merger will place us in a strong position.” 
 
Both Helm Housing and Fold Housing Association have between them 80 years of success and 
experience in the social housing sector. Their client base includes families and singles, older people and 
people with dementia and other complex needs.  
 
Radius also supports 23,000 households through the award-winning Telecare and Telehealth service. 
 
Liz Cuddy, former chair of Helm Housing Association, said: “Radius will be operating with the motto that 
‘everyone has a place’ and with our greater capabilities we will be able to deliver long term improvements 
for communities across Northern Ireland.” 
 
Speaking on behalf of Supporting Communities, Colm McDaid expressed his congratulations and best 
wishes to the new Board, John McLean as Chief Executive and all the staff of Radius Housing.  Colm 
commented; “Supporting Communities has worked with both Helm and Fold Housing Associations in the 
past and both organisations placed great emphasis on engaging and involving their tenants. 
 
I have no doubt Radius Housing will continue to put tenant participation at the heart of the new 
Association and I look forward to Supporting Communities continuing to provide whatever advice or 
support we can in the future.” 

John McLean, Chief Executive of Radius 
Housing Association is pictured with Diana 
Fitzsimons, Chair of Radius and Liz Cuddy,  
former Chair of Helm Housing Association.   



 

 

Thinking Outside the Box 
A Conference being held jointly by Housing Rights and Supporting Communities 

Housing Rights and Supporting Communities have come together to offer a 1 day conference that will look 
at addressing financial exclusion as part of a larger conference looking at how to meet the challenges of 
welfare reform. 
 
Thinking outside the box - equipping staff and empowering tenants to meet the challenges 
of welfare reform will be happening in the Skainos Centre on Tuesday 9th May 2017. 
 
The conference will be split into 3 main areas. 
 Addressing financial exclusion 
 Promoting digital inclusion 
 Supporting tenant empowerment 

 
Confirmed to speak so far: 
 Douglas White - Carnegie UK trust 
 Paul Kelly - Community Gateway England 
 Melanie Lavin - 1625 Independent People 

 
This event will be particularly important for all those involved in social housing as well as advice agencies 
and local government. Social housing tenants and residents groups are particularly welcome to attend. 
 
There is a cost and delegates should book in advance;  
To book a place, go to; http://housingrights.org.uk/digital-inclusion-welfare-reform 

House of Lords publishes report  
on tackling financial exclusion 

The House of Lords Select Committee on Financial 
Exclusion has just published their report, “Tackling 
financial exclusion: A country that works for 
everyone?” In developing their Report, the 
Committee took oral and written evidence from a 
range of stakeholders, including Housing Rights. In 
the evidence provided to the Committee by 
Housing Rights,  the importance of financial 
capability training (for both tenants and landlords) 
was highlighted and access to affordable credit in 
combating financial exclusion, and highlighted the 
significant negative potential of Welfare Reform 
were necessary. 
 
The Report lists a number of recommendations to 
address financial exclusion. 
 
The report states that whilst the UK is at the 
forefront of the global finance industry, a sizable 
number of UK citizens lack access to basic financial 
services and are forced into paying a “poverty 
premium” for basic goods and services. 
The Committee find this unacceptable and makes 
22 recommendations that aim to address financial 
exclusion. 
 
These recommendations include: 
 The appointment of a Minister for Financial 

Inclusion, responsible for leading a 
Government strategy on improving financial 
inclusion 

 Expanding the FCA’s statutory remit to 
include promoting financial inclusion, and 
empowering the FCA to require banks and 
finance providers to meet a reasonable duty 
of care towards customers 

 Adding financial education to the primary 
school curriculum 

 The expansion of online and mobile banking 
services for older people 

 Introduction of a wider range of “control 
options” for customers with mental health 
problems 

 Introducing Regulations to limit and manage 
the impact of unmanaged overdrafts 

 Abolish the 7-day waiting period for the 1st 
payment of Universal Credit 

 Allow twice-monthly payments of Universal 
Credit in England and Wales (this is already 
available in Northern Ireland) 

 Allow tenants in England and Wales to decide 
whether their Universal Credit housing 
element should be paid direct to landlord (this 
is also already available in Northern Ireland) 

 A detailed and comprehensive impact study, 
carried out by the Government, of the impact 
of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 on financial 
wellbeing and inclusion 

 
To read the report, click on the link above or go to; 
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/
ld201617/ldselect/ldfinexcl/132/132.pdf 
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Consultations 

NI Assembly 
Newly elected MLAs have given the undertaking and signed the roll of Membership 
during the first Plenary session of the new Mandate which took place on Monday  
13th March 2017.  Click here to view the Official Report of the session. 
 
There is presently no Assembly Business scheduled. 

Consultation on the code of fundraising practice 
The Fundraising Regulator is carrying out a consultation on the Code of fundraising practice with 
responses due by 28 April. 
 
The Code of Fundraising Practice and its associated Rulebooks for Street and Door Fundraising outline 
the standards expected of all charitable fundraising organisations across the UK. The standards were 
developed by the fundraising community through the work of the Institute of Fundraising (IoF) and Public 
Fundraising Association (PFRA). 
 
In 2015, a Review of Fundraising Regulation chaired by Sir Stuart Etherington identified a need for 
responsibility for the Code and the rule books to be transferred  to a new Fundraising Regulator to 
safeguard the independence of fundraising regulation. 
 
The Code and the rule books have been formally transferred  to the Fundraising Regulator at its launch 
on 7th July 2016. Recommendations on changes to the Code will be made by the Fundraising 
Regulator’s Standards Committee in consultation with fundraising stakeholders. Decisions to change the 
code are subject to approval by the Fundraising Regulator’s Board 
 
In this first consultation on the Code of Fundraising Practice, the Fundraising Regulator seeks views on 
the following areas: 
 
• Charity trustees 
• The fundraising ask 
• Solicitation (disclosure) statements 
• Raising concerns about fundraising practice (Whistleblowing) 
• People in vulnerable circumstances 
• Charity collection bags 
• Third parties 
• General questions on the Code 
 
You can find the consultation document here and then send your online response at;  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fundraisingcodeconsultation2017 
 Responses to the questions should reach The Fundraising Regulator by Friday 28th April 2017. 

Industrial Strategy for Northern Ireland 
Department for the Economy 
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/industrial-strategy 
Closing date; 25th April 2017 
 
Bilingual destination screens 
Translink 
http://www.translink.co.uk/bilingualbusscreens/ 
Closing date; 30

th
 April 2017 

 
Home to School Transport Assistance – Online application 
Education Authority 
http://www.eani.org.uk/about-us/consultations/online-application-for-home-to-school-transport/ 
Closing date; 8th May 2017 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2017/03/13&docID=288823
https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Consultation-on-Code-of-Fundraising-Practice-Spring-2017.pdf
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Publications 
NI Environment Link Publications 
The most recent NIEL e-bulletin is available on the NIEL website at;  
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED 
   
The European Environmental news bulletin is available at;  
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-February-2017.pdf 
 
In addition, NI Environment Link has a calendar of events being run by stakeholders and member 
groups; to find an event of interest to you, or near you go to; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/ 

Community Arts Partnership 
The most recent edition of Community Arts Weekly is available at;  
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b8a8a675fc3c8c08286c7e4ee&id=51323912f1&e=f98d0fc214 
 
Here you will get access to up to date information on local community arts events, projects and funding. 
 
There is more information and updates on the Partnerships’ website at; http://comartspartner.org/ 

Law Centre NI 

The most recent E-bulletin can be 
accessed at; http://us7.campaign-
archive1.com/?
u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0b
de17b94&e=c2b6ae91b3 

Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is 
now available from the RCN.  
 
To access the publication, go to;  
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/
publications/publicationdocument.aspx?
doc=610 

Available online, including 
articles such as; How NI cities 
are missing out on hundreds of 
millions of investment; Suicide 
prevention, a casualty of the Stormont stalemate?  
the art of surviving trauma. 
 
Scope can be accessed at;  
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles 

Community Development and Health Network 
The most recent edition of the CDHN e-newsletter is now available.  
To access the newsletter, go to;  
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=6b2d37b6bb&e=09b1f9112e 

Please click the link below to access the March 
2017 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for 
PCSPs which highlights local events and 
initiatives.  
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-
files/inpship-Jan-17.PDF  
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Events 
Chartered Institute of Housing Event 
Living in the city: planning, design and services for urban 
spaces - 26 April 2017, 12.30pm - 15.30pm 

This seminar will explore the regeneration of inner-urban areas, affordability of city centre living, and a range 
of innovative ideas that are providing the best spaces for good quality lifestyles in urban environments. 
 
Confirmed Speakers  
Nuala Gallagher: director of city centre development, Belfast City Council 
Mark O'Donnell: director - Belfast regeneration, Department for Communities 
Greg Lloyd: emeritus professor, Ulster University 
Ciarán Fox: director, Royal Society of Ulster Architects 
 
Who should attend 
This seminar is suitable for a range of different senior housing sector professionals including the following: 
 senior managers in government, councils, Housing Executive, housing associations and the private 

sector 
 housing strategists and policy officers 
 representatives from third sector housing organisations 
 planning, regeneration and finance professionals academics and consultants 
 
Booking information 
Cost: £85 (members) / £95 non-members 
Go to; http://www.cih.org/events/display/vpathDCR/templatedata/cih/events/data/northernireland/ 
1817011_living_in_the_city 
 

 

Roll up your sleeves...it's 
time for BIG Spring Clean  
for April 2017!  
With Easter just around the 
corner, there's lots of great 
things happening in the next 
few months from baby lambs to Easter eggs, 
and not forgetting our BIG Spring Clean 2017! 
Throughout April we want you to take part in 
Northern Ireland’s biggest volunteer campaign 
to tackle litter and improve our environment.  
 
Last year, a massive 107,201 people came 
out to pick litter from their beaches, streets, 
countryside and school grounds – creating a 
more beautiful place for us all to live. Together 
we have managed to remove a massive 298 
tonnes of litter, from our towns and 
countryside all over Northern Ireland. That’s 
roughly the same weight as 71 ice cream 
vans! 
  
So get thinking; could you organise our 
biggest clean up event to date? Register your 
event online at www.liveherelovehere.org and 
receive a FREE clean-up kit including gloves, 
litter bags, high-vis vests, posters and a Hints 
and Tips booklet. Don’t forget to register your 
results and we can send you a certificate for 
all your hard work! 
  
Let’s work together and show that we Live 
Here and we Love Here! 

NICVA Brexit Series 
NICVA is inviting each of the departmental leads on Brexit 
along to hear your concerns regarding the potential policy 
impacts Brexit will have on your organisation and service 
users.  
 
A final event has been confirmed to date and is open for 
bookings.  
 

 Department for the Economy – 2 May 2pm - 4pm in 
NICVA  

 
To book a place, go to the NICVA website at;  
http://www.nicva.org/events 

Volunteers Supporting Delivery of 
Public Service Conference 

17 May 2017, 10.00am - 4.00pm,  
Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast 
The conference includes bite size 
workshops covering topics such as 
job substitution, innovative roles, 
managing and motivating volunteers, policy and expectations. 
 
The keynote speakers are: 
*  Peter O'Reilly, Chief Executive, Manchester Fire &  
   Rescue Service 
*  Dr Michael McBride, Chief Medical Officer for NI 
 
Book 2 places by Friday 28 April and  
get them for £125 - saving £25! 
 
To book, go to;  
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/557 
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Volunteer Now Training News 

Training 
Chartered Institute of Housing Training 
The Chartered Institute of Housing is the independent voice for housing and 
the home of professional standards 

  

Tenancy management and sustainment 
 
Course overview 
Failing tenancies, as well as tenancies coming to a premature end, are costly for social landlords in terms 
of lost income, re-letting preparation / renovation costs, and staff time. However, they are also very costly 
for tenants on a personal and emotional level. 
 
In this one day course, participants will consider the contribution both they and their organisation can 
make, in helping to reduce tenancy failure. In the process, participants will learn the key steps involved in 
helping tenants to remain in their homes. 
 
This course will explore the following issues: 
 why tenancies fail and which tenants are most vulnerable to tenancy failure 
 practical /strategic steps to better management of arrears, interactions with tenants, lettings, ASB 

and repairs 
 practical steps to identify tenants in need of support 
 agencies who can work with you, and additional activities your organisation can undertake to better 

support tenants 
 

Who should attend? 
This course is aimed at front line housing staff working to ensure tenants remain in their homes. 
Dates & Locations 
When:  26 April 2017 
Where:  CIH Offices Belfast 
Price : £95 (members) / £110 non-members 
 
Terms and conditions 
Please ensure you read the terms and conditions before booking. 

Volunteer Policy - The Starting Point! 
Date and Time: Tuesday 25th April 2017, 2pm - 4.30pm 
Location:   Volunteer Now, 34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast BT2 7DB 
 
 
This masterclass looks at a framework to help guide you in the content and theory of policy development. 
 
The Investing in Volunteers UK Quality standard for volunteer involving organisations states that 
organisations should have a 'written policy on volunteer involvement that sets out the organisation's 
values for volunteer involvement and highlights the need for procedures for managing volunteers, based 
on principles of equality and diversity'. 
 
Learn how to get buy in from staff and volunteers while covering all the key elements. 
 
A Certificate of Attendance is awarded at the end of this masterclass. 
 
There is also have another Masterclass running in the morning in the same venue called 'Achieving 
Quality in Volunteer Management'. Click here for more information. 

http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/NI%20training/Tems%20and%20Conditions%20for%20short%20courses.PDF
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/627


 

 

Funding 
Micro Grant Programme 
  
The Micro Grant Programme has been 
established in recognition and celebration of 
the contribution of voluntary groups and people 
to our society and the need for a simple 
application process for small amounts of 
funding. 
 
Grant Size: Up to £1,000   
 
If you’re thinking about a project that does one 
or more of the following, we might be able to 
help. 
 

  Reduce isolation and vulnerability 
 

  Focus on the positive contribution of 
 people within the community 
 

  Enable  active participation of a 
 community  in decision-making and 
 addressing of local issues 
 

  Help get people engaged in taking 
 community action where it hasn’t 
 happened before 
  
The fund is open to applications until 
Friday 26th May 2017 at 1pm. 
  
For further information visit, http://
www.communityfoundationni.org/apply 

The Ulster-Scots Agency  
Festival  
 
The Ulster-Scots Agency Festival funding will open 
on 12th April 2017. This fund will close on 12th May 
2017 at 3pm. 
 
To facilitate the application process and provide 
guidance to community groups within the sector, a 
series of information roadshows by the Ulster-Scots 
Community Network will be held across various 
venues.   
 
Details are as follows: 
 
12th April 2017 – 8pm 
Holiday Inn Express, Antrim 
 
13th April 2017 - 8pm 
Bannville House Hotel, Banbridge 
Silverbirches Hotel, Omagh 
 
These sessions are free to attend and open to all 
groups who wish to make an application to the 
Festival funding programme.  
 
Should you have any questions contact Catriona on 
028 9026 1981 or email 
cholmes@ulsterscotsagency.org.uk. 
 
For further information, visit 
www.ulsterscotsagency.com 

Cash4Clubs is open!  
 
This year, as always, you can apply for grants of £250, £500, £750 and 
£1000 for staff and or volunteers to take part in training, gain qualifications 
and certifications related to your sport.  
 
The fund will be open until Friday 26th May 2017 at  5:00pm.  
 
The winners will be informed by Friday 28th of July 2017 on the outcome of 
their application and the website will have all winners announced by Monday 
7th of August.  

If you require any support with your application or if you have any comments, concerns or questions 
please email Cash4Clubs@paddypowerbetfair.com 

http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply
http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply
mailto:cholmes@ulsterscotsagency.org.uk
http://www.ulsterscotsagency.com
http://www.cash-4-clubs.com/apply-for-a-grant/application-form.php
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Funding cont’d 

The Honourable The Irish  
Society: Northern Ireland 
Small Grants Fund 
The Fund seeks to help small charitable 
organisations operating in Northern Ireland with 
grants of up to £2,000 for capital items.   
 
Priority will be given to applicants operating in 
the following areas of disadvantage: 
 
 Alcohol & substance misuse  
 Elderly people 
 Disabled people  
 Homelessness 
 Disadvantaged minority communities  
 Prisoners & Ex offenders 
 Disadvantaged young people  
 Visual impairment 
 Domestic & sexual violence  
 
The closing date for applications is  
12th May 2017 
For further information, visit  
http://www.honourableirishsociety.org.uk/ 

The Prince’s Countryside Fund 
Grants of up to £50,000 available for innovative 
projects that will provide a lasting legacy to the 
individuals and communities they seek to benefit. 
 
We recognise that rural communities face a range of 
challenges. One way in which we help grassroots 
organisations overcome these is through our grant 
programme.  
 
Our grant programme currently aims to tackle the 
following key rural issues: 
 
1. To improve the prospects of viability for family 
 farm businesses 
2. To sustain rural communities and drive 
 economic  vibrancy 
3. To support aid delivery in emergency and 

building resilience 
 
The closing date for applications is Thursday 13th 
April 2017. 
 
For further information visit,  
http://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/ 

Comic Relief: Community Cash  
People living in deprived areas, or who face a 
range of social issues, often get vital support from 
smaller organisations based within their 
communities.  
 
It's these locally-based groups that truly understand 
the needs of the people they serve and make a 
huge difference to their lives. They believe that 
local people know what is needed in their 
community and are best placed to make any 
changes.   
 
They therefore want to support community groups 
rooted in their local communities undertaking work 
that helps people of all ages feel more included in 
their community, builds their skills and increases 
their sense of achievement.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Grants will be used to support work where there is 
clear evidence of a beneficial impact on people’s 
lives who are excluded or disadvantaged through 
low income, rural or social isolation, age, 
disabilities, race, sexuality or gender.    
 
Grants of between £500 and £1,000 will be 
available. 

 
The closing date for applications is on 5th May 2017 
 
For further information, visit  
http://www.communityfoundationni.org/ 

The Older People’s Fund 
The Older People’s Fund offers funding for projects 
that are planned and run by and for older people. 
 
Grant Size: Up to £10,000 
Priorities: Isolation of older people, advocating on 
behalf of older people, lobbying for policy change 
  
While not exclusive, the Fund welcomes 
applications for projects that address the 
following: 
  

 Key priority: Enabling active participation of 
older people in the community in decision-
making and addressing of issues facing their 
sector eg: fuel poverty, benefit uptake, 
enhancing safety of older people in 
community and reducing fear of crime and 
financial abuse. 

  
The fund will remain open for applications until 
15th May 2017 at 1pm. 
 
For further information visit,  
http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply 
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