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Interim Chair of the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive appointed 
Communities Minister, Paul Givan, has announced that he has appointed Professor Peter Roberts 
as Interim Chair to the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE). 
 

 
Professor Roberts, who is currently Vice Chair of the NIHE will take on the role of 
Interim Chair on 1 January 2017 and will replace Donald Hoodless (pictured left) who 
left the post on 31 December 2016. 
 
A public appointment process will commence shortly to fill the positions of both Chair 
and Vice-Chair of the Board of the NIHE. 
 

Along with other voices acknowledging the contribution Mr Hoodless made to the Housing Executive 
during a challenging period for the organisation, Linda Watson, Chair of the Central Housing Forum, said, 
“Mr Hoodless was always interested in the work of local community organisations and our contribution to 
local communities in partnership with housing staff; in addition he held the Housing Community Network in 
high regard and in all our engagements with the Board, he was refreshingly open, candid and frank with 
us.”  
 
On behalf of Supporting Communities, Colm McDaid, Chief Executive commented; “We extend our best 
wishes to Mr Hoodless for the future and thank him for his support of the Housing Community Network 
during his 3 year tenure as chair.”  He continued, “We now look forward to working with Prof Peter Roberts 
who I know is also very committed to tenant engagement and the work of the HCN.” 

NIHE Community Involvement Consultation  
You say, We listen, Change happens 
The Housing Executive will be consulting with tenants, residents, communities and stakeholders in relation 
to reviewing its current Community Involvement Strategy and developing a new one for 2017-2020.  
 
As part of this important consultation process, the Housing Executive has organised 5 x workshops across 
a number of areas (see below) and you are encouraged to attend whichever one suits you best.  
 
Date      Time     Venue  
Monday 23rd January 2017   11.00am - 1.00pm  Brownlow Hub, Craigavon  
Tuesday 24th January 2017   11.00am - 1.00pm  MacAllister House (NIHE), Omagh  
Wednesday 25th January 2017 11.00am - 1.00pm  Twickenham House, Ballymena  
Thursday 26th January 2017  11.00am - 1.00pm  NIHE Offices, Waterloo Place, Derry/L'Derry  
Friday 27th January 2017  11.00am - 1.00pm Girdwood Community Hub, Belfast 
 
To Book Your Place: Please contact Karen Marks at Supporting Communities;  
karen@supportingcommunities.org or call 028 2564 5676 



 

 

Minister Givan publishes proposals for change for the 
private rented sector 

Communities Minister Paul Givan has published proposals for a more professional, well 
managed, affordable and sustainable private rented sector, with security for tenants 

The proposals follow an extensive review on the role of the private rented sector in 
Northern Ireland and an assessment of current regulation, identifying where improve-
ments can be made. 
 

Some of the proposals for change include:- 
 

 Written agreements for all private tenants which must contain mandatory terms; 

 Restricting the number of times rent can be increased in a 12 month period; 

 Further landlord training and a tenant information pack; 

 Increasing minimum notice to quit period from four weeks to two months; 

 Letting Agent Regulation; and 

 Dispute Resolution Service. 

A full list of the proposals can be viewed in the  
Private Rented Sector - Proposals for Change 
consultation document.  
 
Publishing the proposals for consultation, Minister 
Givan said: “The Housing Strategy has a clear 
vision of ensuring that everyone has the 
opportunity to access good quality housing at a 
reasonable cost.  The private rented sector, which 
currently accounts for over 16% of the total housing 
market, has an important role in helping meet that 
vision. 
 
With the private rented sector being instrumental in 
meeting housing need, now and no doubt in the 
future, my Department has been considering what 
changes may be required to ensure the sector is 
one that is more professional, well managed, 
affordable, sustainable and provides security for 
tenants and landlords. 
 
The proposals I am consulting on are evidence 
based, are responsive to the changing private 
rented sector landscape and will provide a sound 
basis for making the private rented sector a better 
place for all who live or work there.” 
 
The Minister continued: “I would encourage all 
those with an interest to take the opportunity to 
respond with views on the proposals outlined.   
 
My Department will continue to work with 
stakeholders to implement changes to this sector 
for the benefit of all but whatever is introduced, I 
am clear that it is important to get the balance right, 
protecting tenants while ensuring good landlords 
aren’t burdened with unnecessary or cumbersome 
regulation.” 
 

Responses to the consultation document should be 
received by 3 April 2017.  A copy of the 
consultation document can be found online. 
 
Following the consultation period the Department 
will set out how the agreed proposals will be 
implemented, including any necessary legislation. 
In addition, The Department will hold four public 
events as outlined below to facilitate discussion on 
this document: 
 
 Monday 13 February 2017 at 7.00pm –  The 

Sandel Centre, 6 Knocklynn Road, Coleraine 
BT52 1WT 

 Wednesday 15 February 2017 at 7.00pm 
Craigavon Civic Centre, Lakeview Road, 
Craigavon BT64 1AL 

 Monday 20 February 2017 at 7.00pm 
Cookstown Enterprise Centre, Derryloran 
Industrial Estate, Sandholes Road, 
Cookstown BT80 9LU 

 Wednesday 22 February 2017 at 
7.00pm  Grosvenor House, 5 Glengall Street, 
Belfast BT12 5AD 

 
To book your place at any of the above events 
please notify the Department before Monday 6 
February 2017 by email to 
policy.housing@communities-ni.gov.uk. 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/private-rented-sector-northern-ireland-proposals-change
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/private-rented-sector-northern-ireland-proposals-change
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/private-rented-sector-northern-ireland-proposals-change
mailto:policy.housing@communities-ni.gov.uk


 

 

 Welfare Changes Helpline  

A free and independent Welfare Changes Helpline is available for anyone 
in need of help or advice about changes to the welfare system. 
The contact telephone number is: 0808 802 0020 
 
The helpline is open 9am to 5pm (Monday to Friday) and is operated by the 
Welfare Reform Advice Services Consortium (Advice NI, Citizen’s Advice 
and the Law Centre NI). 
 
To help people face-to-face independent advisers will be available in each of the 11 council areas through 
the local Citizens Advice and Advice NI offices.  Specialist legal advice is available at the Law Centre and 
it can arrange access to specialist services when required. These services are free for anyone who needs 
help or advice about any of the changes to the welfare system.  
 
Additional Links:  
nidirect 
Advice NI 
Citizen’s Advice  
Law Centre NI 

New Social Network for Neighbourhoods 
You probably don't think you need another social 
network in your life - or you may not use Facebook, 
Twitter, Linked In or any of the 'social media' 
platforms.  You will however - unless you are a 
hermit - be involved in social networking.   We have 
been doing it for thousands of years in families, 
groups and through activities with our friends and 
families, and in our neighbourhoods. 
  
Well, there is a new social network in town.  It is 
called Nextdoor, and it is growing fast in 
communities across the UK.  It is actually growing 
fastest in Northern Ireland.   
  
It is the first social network to be truly 'local'.  You 
have to be verified to join and you can use it to 
connect with your neighbours in your 
neighbourhood as well as any neighbouring 
communities.  People use it to buy, sell and give 
stuff away; to ask for recommendations for 
plumbers, electricians and babysitters; to discuss 
local issues in the area and to create and join local 
groups around shared interests. 
  
Joe, in the Ballynafeigh neighbourhood in Belfast is 
blind and he needed a person to run with him as a 
guide.  He put a post on his local Nextdoor network 
and was inundated with offers!  He only needed 
one partner, so now runs regularly with Dearbhla, a 
local neighbour. 

  
Iulia, who is originally from Romania, set up her 
Nextdoor neighbourhood in Cliftonville as a way of 
getting to meet neighbours.  One of the really nice 
aspects of Nextdoor is that it turns virtual 
connections into real-life ones.  It is perfect for 
anyone who would like to feel more connected to 
and involved in the life of their community. 
 
The next phase for development here will be to get 
public agencies including the Council , the Housing 
Executive and the Police using the platform.   
 
They won't be able to see the conversations 
between neighbours, but they will be able to share 
information with specific communities, reaching 
neighbours they might not reach through other 
platforms. 
 
So you can sign up now on Nextdoor.co.uk, and 
you can also use Nextdoor on an Android or Apple 
App on your phone.   
 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/welfare-changes
http://www.adviceni.net/
https://www.citizensadvice.co.uk/
http://www.lawcentreni.org/
http://Nextdoor.co.uk


 

 

Preparing For Severe Weather 

Where How to prepare 

In your Home Keep an emergency kit (include items like battery/windup radio and torch,spare batteries, 
candles and matches, a phone that doesn’t require mains electric to work, list of useful 
numbers list of medications that you are taking, copies of household insurance policies.   
 
Make sure your heating is safe and that your house is properly ventilated.   
 
Know how to turn off your electricity supply at the mains.   
 
Know where your stop valve is and how to turn off your water.  
 
Follow NI Water’s advice on protecting your pipes: visit www.niwater.com for details. 

On the Move 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before travelling, tune into the local forecast and Met Office warnings. Visit 
www.metoffice.gov.uk and www.trafficwatchni.com 

Check the road conditions and think about alternative routes and allow extra time for your 
journey.   

Fully charge your mobile phone and take a charger with you.   

Make sure you have appropriate clothing, equipment and food.   

Pack an emergency travel kit – this will stand you in good stead at any time of the year.   

If your area is at risk of flooding, remember you should not drive or walk through flood 
water. Six inches/15cm of fast-flowing water can knock over an adult and two feet/just over 
½ m can move a car.  

In your 

Community 

Helping each other a little can make a big difference.   
Identify family members or neighbours who may need an extra helping hand if severe 
weather strikes. 
 
Have their phone numbers to hand.   
 
Offer help with grocery shopping or other essential tasks.   
 
Clear ice or snow from their pathways.   
 
If you are part of a community group, think about what your group can do to help 
others during bad weather.   

 
Remember Northern Ireland Electricity Networks (NIE Networks) offer a critical care 
information service to customers who are dependent on life supporting electrical 
equipment.  Customers on this register will receive up-to-date information by phone during a 
power cut or a planned interruption.  Please call 03457 643 643 to register. 
 
Mains Water Supply 
Northern Ireland Water offers a range of additional services to older customers or customers 
who have serious medical conditions or need extra help for any other reason.  Please 
contact Northern Ireland Water’s Waterline on 03457 440 088.                          

Useful Downloads:                                                                                                             

  Preparing for severe weather: useful phone numbers [17KB]                                                         

  General Household Emergency Life Saving Plan [211KB]                                                          

   Household Flood Plan [1027KB]  

Are you prepared for severe weather?   
Here you’ll find some useful tips on how to prepare in your home, on the move and in your community. 

http://www.niwater.com/
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.trafficwatchni.com/home
http://www.midulstercouncil.org/getmedia/acd48b79-1a3b-42ce-8c15-066e04354e9a/preparing-for-severe-weather-useful-tel-nos.docx?ext=.docx
http://www.midulstercouncil.org/getmedia/d2beb565-7b54-4dc9-9d53-190420c94a0f/General-Household-Emergency-Life-Saving-Plan-2016.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.midulstercouncil.org/getmedia/f1dc5656-eeca-48bb-866a-baea29072657/Household-Flood-Plan-2016.pdf?ext=.pdf


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 

At the Assembly meeting held on Monday 5
th
 December 2017 the Minister for Communities, Mr Paul Givan MLA 

responded to questions on a range of topics including funding for Womens Aid, Gender Equality Strategy, 
Community Halls Programme, development of the Social Strategy, HMO legislation, sports clubs and historical 
sexual abuse and Regeneration Powers and local Councils. 
The report of the meeting is available at;  
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/12/05&docID=284534#2551556 
 
At the Assembly meeting held on Tuesday 6

th
 December 2016 Mr Stewart Dickson MLA introduced a private motion 

stating, “That this Assembly recognises the deep public concern regarding the formation, implementation and 
operation of the social investment fund; and calls on the First Minister and deputy First Minister to commission an 
independent review of the operation of the entire social investment fund process, taking particular account of the role 
of lead partners in this process and the impact that this role has had on good governance.” Following the debate and 
vote, the motion was not passed. 
The full debate is available at;  
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/12/06&docID=284535#2561202 

Committee for Communities 
Over the last few meetings the Committee has considered the Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Bill 
- Committee Stage Briefing By Assembly Research;  a departmental briefing on Local Government Role and 
Responsibilities in Relation to the Community Planning Process; and Regeneration and local councils.  
 
Minutes of the meetings of the committee are available at;  
ttp://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/ 
  
The forward work programme for the Committee is available at;  
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/forward-work-programme/ 

Consultations 

Private Rented Sector in Northern Ireland - Proposals for Change 
Department for Communities 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/private-rented-sector-northern-ireland-proposals-change 
Closing date; 3rd April 2017 

 
Homelessness Strategy 2017-22 – ‘Ending Homelessness Together’ 
Housing Executive 
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm 
Closing date; 8

th
 February 2017 

Consultation on the Homelessness Strategy 2017-22 
On Wednesday 30th November 2016, the Board of the Housing Executive approved the draft Homelessness 
Strategy 2017-22 – “Ending Homelessness Together”. The Housing Executive is undertaking an external 
consultation exercise, to seek feedback on the strategic direction the organisation has set out in the document. 
 
The Strategy sets out key objectives and associated actions aimed at preventing homelessness where possible and 
finding long term sustainable housing and support solutions for those households faced with homelessness.  
 
The Strategy supports a multi-agency approach to tackling homelessness and recognises the importance of local 
service delivery. 
 
Views on the draft Homelessness Strategy proposals are welcome from as wide a constituency as possible 
including interested parties from all backgrounds, community representatives as well as statutory, private and 
voluntary bodies. 
 
The Strategy document and response form are available at;  
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/12/05&docID=284534#2551556
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/12/06&docID=284535#2561202
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/forward-work-programme/
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/private-rented-sector-northern-ireland-proposals-change
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm


 

 

Special Focus 
NICVA hosts Roundtable Discussion  
with the Secretary of State 

On Wednesday 15th December NICVA hosted the 
first in a series of themed roundtable Brexit 
discussions with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, James Brokenshire MP. 
 
This event focused on community relations and 
various EU Agreements and was the first in a 
series of events the Secretary of State has 
committed to, to ensure that the voices of the 
voluntary and community sector in Northern Ireland 
are heard in the discussions on exiting the EU. 
 
Introducing the Secretary of State Seamus 
McAleavey of NICVA said:  
"The important issues for the negotiations are 
the same which we thought important going into the 
referendum. We think it is best to stay within the 
single market and customs union to aid economic 
development, there is no appetite for a hard brexit 
here.  Joint membership of the EU by the UK and 
Ireland and the resultant evaporation of the border 
have all greatly enhanced the peace process. The 
government must ensure this is not damaged in the 
negotiations". 
 
Secretary of State James Brokenshire MP 
remarked: 
"I am very pleased to be here today launching the 
first in a series of round-tables with the voluntary 
and community sector. It is vital the voices of these 
groups are heard as we work to deliver the best 
possible EU exit deal for every part of the UK. 
Today, the round-table focused on community 
relations and upholding the Belfast Agreement and 
its successors. Many organisations in the voluntary 
and community sector have been at the heart of 
building cross-community relations over many 
years, and this event was an opportunity to 
recognise the enduring contribution that they have 
made to healing division and creating a shared 
future.  
 
The UK Government will not take any risks with 
Northern Ireland’s hard-gained political stability - 
and that means being faithful to the Belfast 
Agreement and its successors". 
 
 
 
 
 

Sector organisations took the opportunity to raise a 
wide range of issues, including: 
 

  the impact of the border both in terms of 
 freedom of movement but also goods and 
 services. 
 

  fears that child protection advances in terms 
 of sharing information could be lost if not 
 adequately dealt with 
 

  EU policy was the main driver of rural 
 development in Northern Ireland 
 

  how we ensure we protect the rights afforded 
 and linked to us as EU citizens, particularly 
 given the lack of a Bill of Rights for Northern 
 Ireland 
 

  Leaving the EU removes a layer of external 
 accountability which has been effective in 
 improving the quality of life in Northern 
 Ireland like environmental protection and 
 workers rights for example 
 

  and issues around the uncertainty post brexit 
 on funding policy areas that are EU funding 
 led, such as cross-border initiatives under 
 Interreg and employment support under ESF. 
 
The meeting was very engaging with the Secretary 
of State discussing and noting all the issues raised 
by participants.  Responding to the points made the 
Secretary of State focused on his optimism that we 
won't end up with a hard border and reflected on 
the guarantees given by the Chancellor to funding 
whatever is agreed prior to departure from the EU.  
 
He also reflected that the triggering of Article 50 
should be seen as the start of a process, not the 
end. 
 
In closing the Secretary of State recommitted 
himself to hearing and representing the views of 
the sector, and encouraged organisations to send 
on specific points of concern. 
 
As stated this is the first in a series of themed 
engagement events on Brexit, NICVA will have 
more details on the next events in the near future.   



 

 

Publications 
NI Environment Link Publications 
The most recent NIEL e-bulletin is available on the NIEL website at;  
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED  In addition, NI Environment Link has a 
calendar of events being run by stakeholders and member groups; to find an event of interest to you, or near you go 
to; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/ 

Community Development 
and Health Network 
The most recent edition of the CDHN e-newsletter 
is now available. To access the newsletter, go to;  
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=6b2d37b6bb&e=09b1f9112e 

Law Centre NI 
 
The most recent E-bulletin can be accessed at; 
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0bde17b
94&e=c2b6ae91b3 

NICVA has published a number of online 
articles considering issues such as rural 
schools and the Ministers’ plans for the 
schools estate.  

 
Scope can be accessed at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-
scope-articles 

Community Arts Partnership 
The most recent edition of Community Arts Weekly is available at;  
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b8a8a675fc3c8c08286c7e4ee&id=51323912f1&e=f98d0fc214 
 
Here you will get access to up to date information on local community arts events, projects and funding. 
 
There is more information and updates on the Partnerships’ website at; http://comartspartner.org/ 

Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is 
now available from the RCN. To access the 
publication, go to;  
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/
publications/publicationdocument.aspx?
doc=610 

The Housing Executive, Northern Ireland’s Home Energy Conservation 
Authority (HECA) has released its latest annual progress report which records the key outputs by the 
organisation, and other agencies, in improving the energy efficiency of housing in Northern Ireland. The report 
identifies measures we consider to be practicable, cost-effective and likely to result in a significant improvement in 
the energy efficiency of the residential accommodation within the organisation’s housing portfolio. 
 

Download the Home Energy Conservation Authority 20th Progress Report 2016 (  716 KB) 

Live Here Love Here Autumn 
Newsletter 
Inside you will find out all about the funding 
opportunities available through the Live Here 
Love Here Small Grants Scheme and good 
practice examples of funded projects. 
 
http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=934e74a0a062c53482ea267b6&id=69770
83a85&e=eb145ad3eb 

Please click the link below to access the January 2017 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for PCSPs which 
highlights local events and initiatives.  
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpship-Jan-17.PDF  

http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=6b2d37b6bb&e=09b1f9112e
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=6b2d37b6bb&e=09b1f9112e
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0bde17b94&e=c2b6ae91b3
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0bde17b94&e=c2b6ae91b3
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0bde17b94&e=c2b6ae91b3
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b8a8a675fc3c8c08286c7e4ee&id=51323912f1&e=f98d0fc214
http://comartspartner.org/
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/publications/publicationdocument.aspx?doc=610
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/publications/publicationdocument.aspx?doc=610
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/publications/publicationdocument.aspx?doc=610
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/home_energy_conservation_2016_twentieth_annual_report.pdf
http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=934e74a0a062c53482ea267b6&id=6977083a85&e=eb145ad3eb
http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=934e74a0a062c53482ea267b6&id=6977083a85&e=eb145ad3eb
http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=934e74a0a062c53482ea267b6&id=6977083a85&e=eb145ad3eb
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpship-Jan-17.PDF


 

 

Events 
MAKING CONNECTIONS December 2016 – 
March 2017 Events Programme 

Making Connections offers a free programme of monthly activities at 
the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum specifically for the over-50s. 
Alongside free entry after 12pm, a series of workshops and 
demonstrations will also be on offer. Making connections is 
programmed by the Live Well Project – a National Museums Northern 
Ireland Outreach Project funded by the Big Lottery. 

Marmalade Days: Wednesday 8th February 2017 (Incl. free entry from 12:00 pm) 
It’s marmalade season. Join us in the traditional setting of the Parochial House kitchen (Map no. 36) at 1:30pm and 
learn how to produce flavoured marmalades. Then sample them on soda bread hot off the griddle. Please book in 
advance. 
 
Easter time at Ballycultra: Wednesday 8

th
 March 2017 (Incl. free entry from 12:00 pm) 

Drop into the Lagan Room at 2:00 pm and decorate your own Easter tree with ribbons and embellished eggs. 
Please book in advance  
 
Crafted 
Feb 1

st
 2017 2-4pm  

Enjoy a visit to the Crafted Exhibition showcasing the fine art of furniture,  
revealing changing style and designs over the past 300 years.  Followed by a  
creative workshop to make-over a small furniture accessory. 
 
Bronze Age pots 
Mar 1

st
 2-4pm  

Take part in John Martins’ Bronze Age Pottery workshop to create your own authentic pot. There will be a follow up 
Pot Clinic session where you can collect your finished vessel and see photos of it being fired in John’s traditional 
pit.  Places are limited so please book in advance. 
 
For bookings or enquiries Please email: suzanne.duncan@nmni.com or cathy.hanna@nmni.com  
Or phone   Suzanne Duncan 028 9039 5092 or Cathy Hanna 028 9039 5080  

In celebration of the dedication and determination of 
volunteers throughout Northern Ireland who are working 
towards cleaner, greener communities, Keep Northern 
Ireland Beautiful are hosting the first ever Live Here 
Love Here Community Awards on Thursday 16

th
 

February 2017!  
 
These awards have been designed to celebrate the 
work of groups and individuals who instil pride in our 
communities through practical environmental action 
such as clean ups, green ups and spruce ups. 
 
At Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful we run a number of 
campaigns and programmes that embody the values of 
Live Here Love Here which would not be possible 
without the help of our dedicated volunteers. Our BIG 
Spring Clean, Northern Ireland’s largest anti-litter 
campaign, engaged 107,201 volunteers in 2016 and as 
a result we were able to remove a massive 298 tonnes 
of litter across Northern Ireland. 
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful are calling members of 
the community to nominate any groups or individuals 
who they feel should be recognised for their work and 

dedication to the 
values of Live 
Here Love Here. 
This work could 
be anything 
from improving 
the quality of 
their local 
environment, 
reducing litter or dog fouling, creating a shared 
community space and encouraging people to have pride 
in their local community.  
 
With 12 categories to apply for, there is something for 
everyone. Whether your nominee is a dedicated litter 
hero, a tourism booster or a neighbourhood champion, 
now is your chance to say thank you.   
 
Entry is free and easy, simply download an application 
pack from www.liveherelovehere.org, fill out the 
nomination form and send it to Karina at 
karina.magee@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org 
before 12 noon on 23

rd
 January 2017.  

Live Here Love Here Community Awards 2017 
Nominate Your Community Hero! 

mailto:suzanne.duncan@nmni.com
mailto:cathy.hanna@nmni.com
http://www.liveherelovehere.org


 

 

Volunteer Now Training News 

Training 
Volunteer Policy - The Starting 
Point 
Date: 19th January 2017, 9:30am-
12:30pm 
 
This masterclass looks at a framework to 
help guide you in the content and theory of 
policy development. 
 
The Investing in Volunteers UK Quality 
standard for volunteer involving 
organisations states that organisations 
should have a 'written policy on volunteer 
involvement that sets out the organisation's 
values for volunteer involvement and 
highlights the need for procedures for 
managing volunteers, based on principles of 
equality and diversity'. 
 
Learn how to get buy in from staff and 
volunteers while covering all the key 
elements. 
 
A Certificate of Attendance is awarded at 
the end of this masterclass. 
 
Location: Derry Central Library, 35 Foyle 
Street, L’Derry BT48 6AL 
Cost: £45 + VAT 

Adult Safeguarding Champion Information 
Roadshow 
Date: 20th January 2017, 10:30 
This is a free 2½ hour information session/workshop for 
management in voluntary, community, faith and independent 
sectors. It is being held in Room 1, Central Dining Hall, 
Knockbracken Healthcare Park, Saintfield Road, Belfast BT8 8BH. 
 
Under “Adult Safeguarding: Prevention and Protection in 
Partnership” (2015) and the new “Adult Safeguarding Operational 
Procedures” (2016), all organisations or groups with volunteers or 
staff who require vetting at any level under the Safeguarding 
Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 are required to 
have an Adult Safeguarding Champion (ASC).  
 
Funded by the Health and Social Care Board and in partnership 
with the Local Adult Safeguarding Partnerships, Volunteer Now will 
be delivering these sessions to help you to: 

 Ensure that your organisation, staff and volunteers have the 
key information about the new ASC role. 

 Assess your current arrangements and plan for ASC 
requirements. 

 Identify additional training needs under the new 
arrangements. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: This information session will be provided for 
management committees, senior management, line managers, HR 
etc. in Voluntary, Community, Faith and Independent sectors and a 
maximum of 2 participants from any one organisation will be 
accepted on to each session. 
 
* Cost: This course is provided free of charge through support 
received from the Health and Social Care Board. 
This course is for organisations in the Belfast Trust area only 
 
For other areas, please view the training calendar by clicking here.  
For further information contact: 
claire.maddison@volunteernow.co.uk. 

Supporting Communities will be holding Good 
Governance training sessions across all areas in 
the coming months.  There are two sessions covering 
two subjects – Effective Meetings & Good Governance 
and Managing Charity Finances.  Within each area we 
will be running these during the day and also in the 
evening to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to 
attend.   
 
If you have a community base, are a member of the 
HCN / TSP system or are unsure of the governance 

regulations expected of you by the Charity Commission NI it is vitally important that you do your best to 
attend or have a representative from your Charity at these important training events.   
 
For the dates of when training will be taking place in your local area please contact your Liaison Officer or 
visit: http://supportingcommunities.org/latest-events. 
 
For any other queries please do not hesitate to contact: 
Stephen Marks – 02825 645676 – stephen@supportingcommunities.org 

http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-and-standards?all=1
mailto:claire.maddison@volunteernow.co.uk
http://supportingcommunities.org/latest-events
mailto:stephen@supportingcommunities.org


 

 

Funding 
BBC Children in Need - Main Grants Programme  
The Main Grants programme is open to charities and not-for-profit organisations applying for grants over 
£10,000 per year for up to three years. 
 
Funding is available to not-for-profit organisations in the UK that are supporting children and young people 
of 18 years and under who are experiencing disadvantage through:  
 
 Illness, distress, abuse or neglect  

 Any kind of disability  

 Behavioural or psychological difficulties  

 Living in poverty or situations of deprivation  

Organisations must be working to combat this disadvantage and to make a real difference to children and 
young people's lives. 
  
Grants of over £10,000 are available to support projects for up to three years.  
There is no upper limit but very few grants over £100,000 are made and most grants are for much less.  
 
Deadlines: 19th January 2017, 15th May 2017 and 15th September 2017 
 
For further information, visit www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey 

Reconciliation Fund Opens for First Funding Round of 2017  

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade provides the Reconciliation Fund which has two funding 
rounds each year. The Fund is currently accepting applications for the first round of 2017. 
 
Non-governmental organisations, community groups, and voluntary organisations can apply for grants 
which can be used to contribute towards specific project costs or revenue costs. There are no set mini-
mum or maximum amounts. 
 
Projects should support one or more of the following points: 
 

 Reconciliation through education; dialogue and culture. 

 Promotion of tolerance and respect. 

 Challenging stereotypes of one’s own and other communities/identities. 

 Development and strengthening of meaningful and lasting cross-border links. 

 Contribution to political reconciliation. 

 
The deadline for applications is 10 March 2017 (5pm). 
 
For further information, visit, https://www.dfa.ie/about-us/funding/reconciliation-fund/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey


 

 

Tudor Trust Grants 
Tudor makes grants, and provides other types of 
support, to voluntary and community groups 
working in any part of the UK. They particularly 
want to help smaller, community-led organisations 
which work directly with people who are at the 
margins of society: organisations which support 
positive changes in people’s lives and in their 
communities.  

 
 
They want to respond flexibly to your ideas and 
energy, and to fund effective organisations working 
to high standards. 
 
For further information, visit:  
www.tudortrust.org.uk 

The Henry Smith Charity - Revenue Grants  
 
The Henry Smith Charity was founded in 1628 with the objects of relieving and 
where possible releasing people from need and suffering. These objects continue 
in the grant making policy today.  
 
The Henry Smith Charity makes grants totaling over £25 million per annum for 
initiatives and projects that address social inequality and economic disadvantage. 
 
Priority is given to work with groups experiencing social and/or economic disadvantage (people with 
disabilities, for example) and to work that tackles problems in areas of high deprivation (by which they 
mean those that fall within the bottom third of the National Indices of Deprivation). 
 
Applications for Revenue grants of £10,000 or more per year for work taking place in the UK (including the 
Isle of Man and Channel Islands) can be made through their Main Grants Programme.  
 
The amount requested must be at least £10,000 in each year.   
 
The maximum length of funding than can be requested is three years.  
  
Revenue grants can be used to fund core running costs, salaries and/or project costs. 
 
For further information, visit: http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/ 

 

The Female Sports Forum 
 
The Female Sports Forum has received funding from the Department for 
Communities designed to increased sporting opportunities for women and 
girls across Northern Ireland.  
 
They will be coordinating the delivery of Sports Leaders UK Sports 
Leadership Qualifications, free of charge, and exclusively available to females who would like to develop 
their skills and knowledge in this area.  
 
Two courses are available with a limited number of spaces.  
 
The closing date for completed forms is Friday 27th January 2017  
  
'FREE female sports leadership opportunities. Develop your leadership skills and experience in a sporting 
context. Level 2 open to girls aged 14 and over, Level 3 open to girls aged 18 and over. Coordinated by 
the Female Sports Forum.' 
 
For further information, visit, http://www.nisf.net/latest-news/ 

http://www.tudortrust.org.uk
http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/
http://www.nisf.net/latest-news/

