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TPAS Scotland Annual Conference 
Supporting Communities staff, Colm McDaid and 
Sheenagh McNally along with Bernie Burns 
community rep (from Drumellan Community 
Association) travelled to Scotland 18th – 20th 
November to attend TPAS Scotland’s Annual 
Conference and National Good Practice Awards 
2016 held in the Fairmont Hotel, St Andrews. 
 
The event hosted over 400 delegates from all over 
Scotland and the Isles with the majority being 
tenant representatives. Travelling from Northern 
Ireland also, was delegates from Choice Housing 
including three from their Central Tenants Forum. 
The conference programme was full to the brim 
with over 30 workshops to choose from. The 
workshop sessions provided a wealth of 
information on a diverse array of housing related 
topics, from scrutiny to housing people with 
dementia, digital projects, Scottish Social Housing 
Charter, mediation services, involving tenants in 
the review of housing services and much much 
more. The sessions were informative and informal 
with ample opportunity to ask questions and 
importantly to network and make useful contacts. 
 
The highlight of the weekend was the National 
Good Practice Awards hosted by Mr Sean Batty 
STV Weatherman and sponsored by Fife Council, 
supported by the Scottish Government Tenants 
Priorities Team.  
 
There were a number of key categories including: 
 Tenant Participation Award, to an 

organisation, individual employee, individual 
tenant, Group and young tenant. 

 Best Practice in Developing Tenant Led 
Scrutiny of the Charter Award 

 Best Practice in Developing Communities 

 Best Practice in Involving All, Youth 
Involvement and Equality & Diversity 

 Best Practice in Involving Customers in 
services 

 Best Practice in Digital Involvement 
 
Supporting Communities had a key role at this 
year’s conference and was honoured to present the 
closing session on Sunday Morning.  
 
Sheenagh guided the audience through Supporting 
Communities involvement in Inter-Agency work 

over the last two decades and demonstrated the 
impact and value by discussing real life community 
stories, the presentation was concluded with our 
DVD- you can now view it on our website 
www.supportingcommunities.org 
 
The presentation was very warmly received and it 
was a terrific opportunity to showcase the great 
work that is going on everyday here in Northern 
Ireland.  

http://www.supportingcommunities.org


 

 

Regeneration powers to remain with  
Department for Communities 
Communities Minister, Paul Givan MLA, has announced that regeneration 
powers that were due to transfer to the new Councils, will now remain within 
the Department for Communities. 

Outlining his decision to retain regeneration functions 
within the Department during a statement to the 
Assembly, the Minister said regardless of where 
legislative responsibility lies, Local Government does 
and will continue to play a huge role in ensuring the 
successful implementation of our regeneration 
programmes. 
 
The Minister also announced that he would explore 
whether there is a case for extending regeneration 
activities such as public realm to settlements of less 
than 5,000 people and that he is to review the 
Neighbourhood Renewal Programme as part of a 
wider consideration of how best to address 
deprivation. 
 
Speaking about his decision to retain regeneration 
functions within the new Department for Communities, 
the Minister said: “The Programme for Government 
sets out an entirely new context for the delivery of our 
services, including the way in which we address 
poverty and disadvantage, and the way that we use 
our statutory powers to drive economic growth and 
lever new investment to benefit everybody in this 
society. The key message from the Executive is that 
we all, whether in central government, local 
government or outside of government, must ensure 
we work in a joined-up way.” 
 
While the initial intention was to extend regeneration 
powers to Local Government, the necessary 
legislation did not progress within the mandate of the 
previous Assembly. In the intervening period new 
Central Government Departments have been 
established with a broader range of functions and 
there is a new approach to the Programme for 
Government by the NI Executive. 
 
The Minister continued: “It is my assessment 
therefore, that the new context calls for a new 
direction of travel. I want my Department to be at the 
forefront of that change, using all of the powers and 
resources at its disposal to achieve the outcomes and 
the ambition the Executive has for our society as set 
out in the Programme for Government.  This is not the 
time to tinker with who is responsible for what, or to 
concern ourselves with the splitting up of the 
regeneration budget. Rather it is the time for all the 
stakeholders to work together to maximise our joint 
effect and achieve positive change in the issues that 
have bedevilled this society for too long.” 
 
Currently the Department’s policy on physical 
regeneration programme, such as public realm, 
development grants and revitalisation, is restricted to 
towns with populations over 5,000.  

As part of today’s announcement, the Minister has 
asked officials to review the current position to 
explore the possibility of extending this physical 
regeneration programme to settlements less than 
5,000. 
 
The Minister said: “A change to, or indeed the 
removal of, the population threshold could open up 
new opportunities to lever in much greater investment 
including that from the private sector and local 
government to new areas, producing new 
employment opportunities by, for example, exploiting 
social clauses. This would also ensure that citizens 
living, socialising and availing of services in smaller 
settlements have access to the same benefits of 
public space developments as their counterparts in 
larger conurbations.” 
 
Turning to the Neighbourhood Renewal Programme, 
the Minister outlined to the Assembly how the current 
strategy has seen an investment of £280million in 
deprived areas since 2003 and that whilst it has 
delivered improvements in the Neighbourhood 
Renewal Areas, the areas remain some way behind 
when compared to the rest of Northern Ireland. 
 
The Minister therefore announced his intention to 
review the Department’s current strategies for tackling 
deprivation. He said: “The current Neighbourhood 
Renewal Strategy has provided many good news 
stories across all of the areas that have participated in 
the programme. But we have to recognise that things 
have moved on. There is a different context now, with 
the Programme for Government placing 
responsibilities on us to focus our efforts on things 
that make a difference and make a positive impact on 
the outcomes it sets out to achieve.   
 
I wish to announce today that it is my intention to 
review the current strategies for tackling 
deprivation.  It is in all our interests to see if we can 
design a programme which will  have a greater impact 
on the intractable social and economic barriers which 
limit life chances for so many in our community. 
 
I give my assurance that there will be no sudden 
change to the delivery of the Neighbourhood Renewal 
Programme. This will remain in place until the review 
is complete.” 
 
The process is likely to take 18 months - two years to 
complete and the development of proposals will be 
informed by widespread consultation.  



 

 

CIH Awards 2017  
The CIH Housing Awards 2017 will take place at Titanic Belfast on  
24 February 2017 and have been sponsored this year by Choice Housing. 
The Awards gather the best in practice from across Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland and showcase the amazing work and inspirational 
people seen in communities every day. 
 
Last year’s entries highlighted achievements from all over the country as standards continued to grow. This 
year the CIH expects to see even more nominations, including from first time entrants, as awareness of the 
Awards grows - particularly in the Republic of Ireland. The Awards are open to everyone working, or 
volunteering, in the housing and homelessness sectors including housing providers, the voluntary & community 
sector, private organisations as well as individuals – wherever you work this is your opportunity to share your 
success stories. 
 
For more information, to make a nomination or to book a place, go to; http://www.cih.org/ni/awards 

NICVA Launches NI Faith Survey 
NICVA has launched a short online survey for all faith 
based organisations in Northern Ireland. If you are a 
faith based organisation NICVA wants to hear from 
you.  
 
NICVA is currently delivering infrastructure support for 
faith based organisations in Northern Ireland on behalf 
of the Department for Communities. As part of this 
work NICVA is circulating a short survey to faith based 
organisations in order to understand the needs of 
these organisations and the work that they do with the 
wider community in Northern Ireland. If you are a faith 
based organisation NICVA would like to hear from you. 
 
There are some simple instructions for those 
completing the survey. Firstly, one response per 
organisation is required. Secondly, if you represent a 
UK wide, All-Ireland or International organisation, 
please complete the survey on behalf of your 
operations and activities in Northern Ireland only.  

Thirdly, if you represent a 
Roman Catholic or 
Church of Ireland 
Church, please respond 
on behalf of your parish. 
Click here to start the 
survey 
  
All survey respondents will be entered into a prize 
draw to win one of three Amazon Fire Tablets. 
The survey will close at 4pm 2nd December 2016. In 
addition, the results will be used to inform a training 
calendar for faith based organisations. You can find 
out more about the free training that NICVA is running 
for faith based organisations here.  
 
If you have any questions or queries about the survey 
please contact NICVA's Research Officer, Rachel 
Shannon, on 028 9087 7777/ 
rachel.shannon@nicva.org  

Strategy launched to address rural 
community concerns 

The Housing Executive Rural Strategy and Action 
Plan 2016-2020 was launched at the Tullylagan 
House Hotel in Cookstown, which coincided with 
the presentation of the organisations’ Rural 
Community Awards by the Minister for 
Communities, Paul Givan. The launch of the new 
Rural Strategy is a significant first step in 
publicising the encouraging work which the 
Housing Executive has done and will continue to 
do in rural areas. 
 
Speaking at the launch, Minister for Communities 
Paul Givan said “I welcome the publication of the 
Housing Executive Rural Strategy and Action Plan 
2016-2020. This further builds on the favourable 
work the Housing Executive has already done in 
rural areas, and clearly displays both NIHE’s and 
my Department’s commitment to developing our 
rural communities.” 

Speaking at the 
launch, Housing 
Executive Director of 
Regional Services, 
Siobhan McCauley 
said: “The Housing Executive’s vision for the rural 
community is to sustain vibrant communities and 
provide economic, social and environmental 
benefits. 
 
Our five key strategic objectives provide the focus 
and direction to address the concerns of people in 
rural areas and boost community wellbeing. 
 
“We now look forward to implementing this strategy 
and action plan to make a positive and lasting 
impact on rural communities across Northern 
Ireland.” 
       Cont’d 

http://choice-housing.org/
http://www.cih.org/ni/awards
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3145999/3bad1418dfa3
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3145999/3bad1418dfa3
http://www.nicva.org/programmes/faith-based-engagement
mailto:rachel.shannon@nicva.org


 

 

With the pending introduction of the Rural Needs Bill in Northern Ireland, we will continue to engage with rural 
residents in order to ensure that existing issues in rural areas are addressed. The organisation will keep rural 
issues at the forefront and make a difference as priorities are developed. 
 
We actively encourage rural based housing as a viable option. The recent ‘Return to Rathlin’ initiative is an 
example of the Housing Executive’s support in the development of safe, cohesive and engaged rural 
neighbourhoods. The Oil Buying Club Scheme and Solar PV panels initiatives also demonstrate a commitment 
to sustainable living and tackling fuel poverty in rural areas. 

New Social Network for Neighbourhoods 
You probably don't think 
you need another social 
network in your life - or you 
may not use Facebook, 
Twitter, Linked In or any of 
the 'social media' 
platforms.  You will 
however - unless you are a 
hermit - be involved in 
social networking.   We 
have been doing it for 
thousands of years in 
families, groups and 
through activities with our 
friends and families, and in 

our neighbourhoods. 
  
Well, there is a new social network in town.  It is 
called Nextdoor, and it is growing fast in communities 
across the UK.  It is actually growing fastest in 
Northern Ireland.   
  
It is the first social network to be truly 'local'.  You 
have to be verified to join and you can use it to 
connect with your neighbours in your neighbourhood 
as well as any neighbouring communities.  People 
use it to buy, sell and give stuff away; to ask for 
recommendations for plumbers, electricians and 
babysitters; to discuss local issues in the area and to 
create and join local groups around shared interests. 
  
It started in the USA (where it is in over 65% of local  

neighbourhoods) and launched in the Netherlands a 
few months back.  It launched in the UK in 
September, and there are already plans for Nextdoor 
to launch in a number of EU countries over the next 
year. 
 
Joe, in the Ballynafeigh neighbourhood in Belfast is 
blind and he needed a person to run with him as a 
guide.  He put a post on his local Nextdoor network 
and was inundated with offers!  He only needed one 
partner, so now runs regularly with Dearbhla, a local 
neighbour. 
  
Iulia, who is originally from Romania, set up her 
Nextdoor neighbourhood in Cliftonville as a way of 
getting to meet neighbours.  One of the really nice 
aspects of Nextdoor is that it turns virtual connections 
into real-life ones.  It is perfect for anyone who would 
like to feel more connected to and involved in the life 
of their community. 
  
The next phase for development here will be to get 
public agencies including the Council , the Housing 
Executive and the Police using the platform.  They 
won't be able to see the conversations between 
neighbours, but they will be able to share information 
with specific communities, reaching neighbours they 
might not reach through other platforms. 
 
So you can sign up now on Nextdoor.co.uk, and you 
can also use Nextdoor on an Android or Apple App on 
your phone.   

Do you know of a volunteer 
group that deserves recognition 
for outstanding work? 
 
The Queen's Award for Voluntary 
Service is the highest Award given 
to volunteer groups - the 
equivalent to an MBE.  It is for 
groups of volunteers who together 

make a real difference - previous winners say the 
Award has raised their profile, made them feel valued 
and inspired them to keep volunteering - so it is well 
worth considering!  The winners are announced 
during Volunteers Week every year and they receive a 
domed glass crystal and a certificate signed by the 
Queen. 
 
The group and a nominator (not directly involved in  

the group) can work together to complete a 
nomination.  With funding from the Department of 
Communities Innovations Fund, Volunteer Now can 
give one to one support (meeting slots available from 
January – March 2017) to a limited number of 
nominators and the organisations they wish to 
nominate, in order to help submit a high quality 
nomination.  First come first served - contact 
sandra.adair@volunteernow.co.uk  
 
Go to https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/ to submit a 
nomination.  Notes to help you can be found here 
https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/guidance-notes  but do 
consider getting support from Volunteer Now to 
develop your nomination. 

Think about making your nomination for the Queen's 
Award for Voluntary Service today! 

Queen's Award for Voluntary Service - Nominate Now! 

http://Nextdoor.co.uk
mailto:sandra.adair@volunteernow.co.uk
https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/
https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/guidance-notes


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 
At the Assembly meeting held on Tuesday 15

th
 November 2016 the Minister for Communities, Mr Paul Givan MLA 

responded to questions from members on a range of issues including, Equality provisions, Casement Park, Urban 
Regeneration and Community Development Powers, Fresh Start Agreement and the Ulster Fleadh. 
The Official Reports of plenary sessions of the Assembly for November are available at;  
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/officialreport.aspx 
  
The Minister for Communities also made a statement to the Assembly on Tuesday 23 November regarding the 
Departments intended retention of regeneration powers; the full statement is available at;  
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/11/22&docID=281882#2512746 

Committee for Communities 
In the past month the Committee has considered the Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Bill - 
Committee Stage Briefing By Assembly Research;  a departmental briefing on Local Government Role and 
Responsibilities in Relation to the Community Planning Process; and Regeneration: the way forward in the absence 
of a bill deferring regeneration powers to local councils.  
 
Minutes of the meetings of the committee are available at; http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/
committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/ 
 The forward work programme for the Committee is available at; http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/
committees/communities/forward-work-programme/ 

Consultations 
The Programme for 
Government consultation has 
been launched 
The consultation document and related papers are 
available to view on the NI Executive Website at: 
http://tinyurl.com/pfgni 
 
The Programme for Government team will also 
deliver information sessions on request to groups of 
key stakeholders during this consultation period. If 
you want us to deliver a session please contact the 
Department at 
 
Programme for Government Team,The Executive 
Office | Room E5.06 | Castle Buildings | Stormont 
Estate | Belfast | BT4 3SR 
 
Email: pfg@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk 
 
Tel No’s : 02890 528300 
                 02890 520584 
 
The Department would welcome any views or 
comments that you would like to make on the 
Programme for Government consultation 
document.  You can respond to the consultation 
using the link to the questionnaire on the Website.  
 
The questionnaire includes a section seeking your 
views on potential equality impacts 
 
Please note that the consultation will close at  
5.00 pm on Friday 23 December 2016. 

 

Consultation – Proposals for 
the Updated Multiple 
Deprivation Measure (NIMDM 
2017) 
As part of its work to update the current Northern 
Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM 2010), 
NISRA is consulting users about the proposed 
indicators to be included in the forthcoming measure, 
referred to as NIMDM 2017. 
 
The key consultation questions along with relevant 
considerations are contained in Sections 9 to 16 of the 
Consultation Document, which present proposals for 
each of the seven separate domains that are 
incorporated within the deprivation measures (i.e. 
income; employment; health and disability; education, 
skills and training; access to services; living 
environment; and crime and disorder). 
 
The consultation invites your views on the responses in 
respect of (i) each of the recommendations that arose 
from the 2010 Deprivation update and (ii) the proposed 
indicators in each of the NIMDM 2017 domains. In 
addition, it seeks your views on whether the current 
domain weights still reflect current priorities and invites 
you to outline how you have used, or intend to use, the 
deprivation measures. 
 
The consultation will run for 8 weeks and closes at 
midnight on 15 January 2017. All key stakeholders are 
encouraged to register to attend one of the five 
supporting Information Sessions that are being held in 
Belfast, Cookstown, Enniskillen, Limavady, and Newry 
to outline the various proposals.  
 
The easiest way for you to respond to the consultation 
is online at: https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dof/
proposals-for-the-nimdm17 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/officialreport.aspx
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/11/22&docID=281882#2512746
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/minutes-of-proceedings-2016---2017/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/forward-work-programme/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/communities/forward-work-programme/
http://tinyurl.com/pfgni
mailto:pfg@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/deprivation/NIMDM17-consultation.pdf
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dof/registration-for-nimdm17-consultation-information/consult_view
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dof/proposals-for-the-nimdm17
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dof/proposals-for-the-nimdm17


 

 

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 
Customer satisfaction survey 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/about-us/public-consultations/current-consultations/ 
Closing Date; 14th December 2016  

Education Authority 
Providing Pathways Draft Strategic Area Plan for School Provision 2017-2020 
http://www.eani.org.uk/about-us/consultations/providing-pathways-draft-strategic-area-plan-for-school-
provision-2017-2020/  
Closing date; 12th December 2016 

Department for Communities 
State Pension age independent review: Interim report and consultation  
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/state-pension-age-independent-review-interim-report-
and-consultation 
Closing date; 31 December 2016 

Special Focus 
Charity Trustee Conference on 
Understanding Charity Finance 

NICVA recently held a charity trustee conference 
on understanding charity finance which attracted a 
good number of board members and employees 
from a wide range of charitable organisations, both 
large and small. 
 
The conference was aimed at charity trustees (ie 
those on the board or committee of a charity) to 
highlight the importance of good financial 
governance and to encourage charity trustees to 
be more assertive in their role given that they are 
ultimately responsible for the finances of their 
organisations.   
 
The following comments by some of the 
participants who attended are largely indicative of 
the general feedback:   
 
“Excellent opportunity to ask all those finance 
questions you’ve always wondered about!” Rosalyn 
Kennedy, Board Member, Bounce Culture CIC 
 
“Excellent conference, well structured with 
presentations by knowledgeable and engaging 
speakers in a timely manner” Tom Kernaghan, 
Director, Springfield Charitable Association 
 
“After coming to events like this, I feel I have a 
greater understanding of everything.” Liz 
Cunningham, Chairperson, Friends of Hemsworth 
Court . 
 
"NICVA’s events help steer the passion that drives 
our efforts as Trustees to ensure that we have the 
knowledge and skills for effective governance.”   
Sean O’Hare, Treasurer, Home-Start Causeway 

 
Welcome 
Seamus McAleavey, CEO, NICVA opened the 
conference with a warm welcome to everyone, 
recognising that a key way to celebrate Trustee’s 
Week is by helping charity trustees to understand 
their responsibilities with regards to financial 
governance.  
 
He thanked Quilter Cheviot for sponsoring the 
conference and all of the speakers for agreeing to 
give of their expertise, acknowledging the 
importance of sharing experiences so that others 
can benefit also.   
 
Financial governance and the role of the 
board 
Peter McBride, Chair of NICVA’s resources sub-
committee delivered an inspiring presentation 
encouraging board members to ask appropriate 
and relevant questions. He emphasised the 
importance of seeking assurance about the state of 
the charity’s finances highlighting how essential it is 
that individual trustees understand what is being 
presented to them by senior members of staff or by 
other trustees. He also stressed the importance of 
continually reviewing the financial controls so that 
they’re fit for purpose.  
 
Please see Peter’s full presentation below: 
Financial governance and the role of the board  
 
 

Cont’d 

http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/about-us/public-consultations/current-consultations/
http://nwcn.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=4419914577&e=aefd99519e
http://nwcn.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=4419914577&e=aefd99519e
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/state-pension-age-independent-review-interim-report-and-consultation
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/state-pension-age-independent-review-interim-report-and-consultation
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/financial-governance-and-the-role-of-the-board


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charity reporting regulations 
Myles McKeown, Head of Compliance and 
Enquiries at the Charity Commission for Northern 
Ireland outlined the new accounting and reporting 
requirements for all registered charities. As well as 
highlighting the key information that will be required 
for the annual monitoring return, Myles also gave 
an overview of two separate cases that the 
Commission recently investigated.   
 
Both investigations identified that governance 
needed improving as the boards were both long 
standing with too much reliance on key staff.   
 
For more detailed information please see Myles full 
presentation below: 
New charity accounting and reporting regulations  
  

Charity reserves – the good, the bad 
and the ugly 
The final presentation of the morning was delivered 
by Gemma Woodward, Director of Responsible 
Investment at Quilter Cheviot who flew in from 
London for the conference.  Gemma spoke about 
the importance of knowing and understanding what 
charity reserves are for and referred those who are 
reviewing their charity reserves policy to consult the 
guidance on setting reserves.  
 
For those charities with investments, she explained 
the importance of reviewing these properly and in 
line with the regulations on investments by 
charities.  See below for Gemma’s full presentation: 
Charity Reserves: the good, the bad and the ugly  
  
The Workshops  
 
Participants had the opportunity to attend a 
selection of workshops.  Chris Smith, Chair, 
Association of Charity Independent Examiners, 
(ACIE) flew in from Scotland to deliver two 
separate workshops, one on the independent 
examination of receipts & payments accounts and 
the other on understanding charity accrual 
accounts.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The independent examination of 
receipts & payments accounts 
This workshop included an overview of the 
‘directions’ issued by the Charity Commission for 
independent examination and the content of R&P 
(Income and Expenditure) accounts for charities 
with an income of under £250,000.  Chris took 
participants through the independent examination 
process, from the first contact with a charity to the 
final sign off letter.  
The Independent Examination of Receipts & 
Payments Accounts  
  

Understanding charity accrual 
accounts 
The aim of this workshop was to give trustees a 
good understanding of charity accrued accounts 
prepared in accordance with SORP. Chris 
explained the key features of charity accrual 
accounts and gave participants plenty of 
opportunity to identify areas that they didn’t 
understand.    
  Understanding accruals accounts   
 

Diversifying your fundraising 
The aim of this workshop was to give participants 
an opportunity to start thinking about fundraising in 
a different way.   Delivered jointly by Lynn 
Kennedy, Fundraising Advice Officer and Sandra 
Bailie, Head of Organisational Development at 
NICVA, participants had the opportunity to review 
current sources of funding and to consider a variety 
of different ways to generate income. 
Diversifying your income 
  

Raising money, the rules explained  
In this seminar, Denise Copeland, Governance & 
Charity Advice Manager, NICVA explained the 
regulations that exist for some of the more common 
forms of fundraising including public collections, 
raffles, and lotteries.  She also explained the 
trading restrictions that charities must adhere to 
and highlighted when a trading subsidiary may 
need to be considered.   She encouraged 
participants to consult the relevant sections of the 
Code of Fundraising Practice for guidance on 
specific aspects of fundraising.  

http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/new-charity-accounting-and-reporting-regulations
http://www.nicva.org/resource/guidance-reserves
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/reserves-the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/the-independent-examination-of-receipts-payments-accounts
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/the-independent-examination-of-receipts-payments-accounts
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/understanding-accruals-accounts
http://www.slideshare.net/NICVA/diversifying-your-income-68686623


 

 

Publications 
NI Environment Link Publications 
The most recent NIEL e-bulletin is available on the NIEL website at;  
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED  In addition, NI Environment Link has a 
calendar of events being run by stakeholders and member groups; to find an event of interest to you, or near you go 
to; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/ 

The Northern Ireland Housing Bulletin  
A report entitled “Northern Ireland Housing Bulletin April – June 2016” has been published by the Department for 
Communities (DfC). The Northern Ireland Housing Bulletin is produced each quarter by the Analytical Services Unit 
of the DfC. This Bulletin contains statistics on starts and completions, homelessness, the House Price Index and 
new National House Building Council (NHBC) registered dwellings sales and prices. 
 
For more information, go to;  
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-april-june-2016-released 

Community Development 
and Health Network 
The most recent edition of the CDHN e-newsletter 
is now available. To access the newsletter, go to;  
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=6b2d37b6bb&e=09b1f9112e 

Law Centre NI 
 
 
The October E-bulletin can be accessed at;  
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?
u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=c0bde17b
94&e=c2b6ae91b3 

NICVA has published a number of online 
articles considering issues such as rural 
schools and the Ministers’ plans for the 
schools estate. Scope can be accessed 

at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles 

Community Arts Partnership 
The most recent edition of Community Arts Weekly is available at;  
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b8a8a675fc3c8c08286c7e4ee&id=51323912f1&e=f98d0fc214 
Here you will get access to up to date information on local community arts events, projects and funding. 
There is more information and updates on the Partnerships’ website at; http://comartspartner.org/ 

Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is 
now available from the RCN. To access the 
publication, go to;  
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.co.uk/
publications/publicationdocument.aspx?
doc=610 

The Housing Executive, 
Northern Ireland’s Home 
Energy Conservation Authority 
(HECA) has released its latest annual 
progress report which records the key outputs 
by the organisation, and other agencies, in 
improving the energy efficiency of housing in 
Northern Ireland. The report identifies measures 
we considers to be practicable, cost-effective 
and likely to result in a significant improvement 
in the energy efficiency of the residential 
accommodation within the organisation’s 
housing portfolio. 
 
Download the Home Energy Conservation 

Authority 20th Progress Report 2016 (  716 
KB) 

NICVA Viewfinder Reveals Sector's 
Brexit Concerns 
Viewfinder is a NICVA survey which focuses on issues 
affecting the voluntary and community sector. The survey is 
disseminated to NICVA members approximately four times a 
year. The third Viewfinder of 2016 focused on the impact of 
Brexit on the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise 
(VCSE) sector. The Viewfinder was circulated to NICVA 
members using an online survey platform between 3- 28 
October 2016 and achieved a response rate of 27%. 
 
The results are available at; http://www.nicva.org/article/nicva
-viewfinder-reveals-sectors-brexit-concerns?utm_source 
=NICVAnews+for+members&utm_campaign=0542604223-
NICVA+Member+Bulletin+November+2016&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_term=0_832f14fed0-0542604223-323174361&ct=t
(NICVA_Member_Bulletin_November_2016)
&mc_cid=0542604223&mc_eid=f032192af5 

Live Here Love Here Autumn 
Newsletter 
Inside you will find out all about the funding 
opportunities available through the Live Here 
Love Here Small Grants Scheme and good 
practice examples of funded projects. 
http://www.liveherelovehere.org/
liveherelovehere/documents/007049.pdf 
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Events 
Shelter NI is hosting a 3-day film festival which is a part of 
Homelessness Awareness Week 

Homelessness Awareness Week (HAW) is an annual week of social, 
educational and awareness raising events organised across the country to 
highlight the issue of homelessness, and to mark the continued efforts of 
organisations, staff, and service users working in the sector. 

HECTOR (15) 
1

st
 December 2016 

Doors: 7.15pm 
Hector McAdam is embarking on his annual journey from Scotland to a warm 
refuge in London, where comrades, Christmas cheer and a turkey dinner await 
him. 

Chartered Institute of Housing Event 

New models for rented homes 
Thursday 8 December, 1:30 - 4:30pm, The Pavilion at Stormont Estate, Belfast BT4 3TA 

As social landlords evolve over time to ensure continued financial viability, value for money and delivery 
of good quality homes, this brand new CIH seminar will give an overview of governance models, products 
and services for the provision of social and private rented housing for tenants. 
 
Confirmed speakers 

   
Eamon McGoldrick is Managing Director of the National Federation of ALMOs. He was 
previously chief executive of Homes for Islington when it achieved ‘3 stars with excellent 
prospects for improvement’ from the Audit Commission and increased tenant satisfaction from 50 
to 72 per cent.  
 
 
Mike Owen has been Chief Executive of Merthyr Valleys Homes since 2011 where he has 
overseen its transformation to the first tenant and employee mutual in Wales. Mike has also 
worked as the chief executive of Birmingham Cooperative Housing Services, a specialist 
secondary housing co-operative.  
 
 
Emer O’Siochru is a qualified architect and valuer (development and planning) and director of 
EOS Future Design. Emer is the coordinator of the Community Land Trust Initiative in the 
Republic of Ireland.  
 
 

Who should attend 
 
 Senior Housing Managers who have a responsibility for developing or overseeing business 

transformation; governance; corporate strategy; and strategic asset management, and 
 government officials  with a responsibility for housing policy 
 
Booking information 
CIH members: £85 + VAT   Non-members: £95 + VAT 
Book online below, email alison.cromie@cih.org, or call us on 028 9077 8222. 

mailto:alison.cromie@cih.org


 

 

NICVA AGM and elections 
Members will have by now received information relating to the upcoming 
AGM and elections for 2016. All members of NICVA are encouraged to 
exercise their voting rights in the selection of the Executive Committee which 
has the responsibility of shaping the work of the organisation and meeting the 
needs of all NICVA members.  

 

If you wish to receive another ballot paper, please contact una.mckernan@nicva.org. The deadline for 
voting is 2 December. 
 
NICVA hopes members are able to attend the AGM on 9 December at 11am and you can RSVP 
to susan.coffey@nicva.org. 

Commission on Flags, Identity, Culture and Tradition 
Thursday 15 December 2016 - 2.00pm 
Rural Community Network, 38A Oldtown St, Cookstown BT80 8EF 
 

 
The Commission on Flags, Identity, Culture and Tradition has been established as part of commitments 
made under the Stormont House and Fresh Start Agreements. In order to inform its work, the 
Commission is now beginning the process of engagement to gather the views and opinions of those who 
wish to contribute from across our community.  
 
We would like the opportunity to engage with the Rural Sector and would like to invite you to participate at 
one of these engagement meetings, details of which can be found below.  
 
What sort of questions do we have?   
 
 In your opinion how can we ensure that in Northern Ireland we develop a rich diverse community in 

which cultural expression can be celebrated? 
 Do you have any examples of positive practice in relation to display of flags, identity, culture and 

tradition that have been accepted in a positive manner by communities of different backgrounds and 
traditions? 

 What do you consider are the issues in respect of flags, identity, culture and tradition in your 
community or within Northern Ireland as a whole? 

 What barriers presently exist to making progress to become a society that understands and accepts 
different cultures and expressions of these? 

 
Please RSVP attendance to: fict.secretariat@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk 

Events cont’d 

Click (here) to download a draft programme and booking 

Launch of and consultation on Homelessness Strategy 2017-2022 

This year, CHNI’s conference will provide attendees with the opportunity to consider and consult on the 

draft Homelessness Strategy for Northern Ireland, which will cover the period 2017-2022.  

 

As well as keynote addresses from the Department for Communities and the NI Housing Executive, there will 

be insights from other parts of the UK and Europe on the development and implementation of effective 

mailto:una.mckernan@nicva.org
mailto:susan.coffey@nicva.org
mailto:fict.secretariat@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk
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Housing Rights Training Courses 

For more information on these and other courses, including costs and to book a place, go to;  
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events 

Advising Young People on 
Finding a Home  
Belfast - Housing Rights  
Tuesday, December 6, 2016 -  
10:00 to 16:00 
There are a variety of types of accommodation 
available to young people.  Whether they need 
to access emergency accommodation, want to 
rent a property, share with friends or buy a 
property, it’s vital that you can help them to 
find the right home to meet their needs.   
 
This course will cover: 

 range of housing options in Northern 
Ireland 

 homelessness & accessing social 
housing for 16-21 year olds 

 care leavers and housing 

 role of NIHE/Social Services 

 rights in the private rented sector for 
young people 

 finding emergency accommodation for 
young people 

 supported / sheltered accommodation 
for young people 

Helping victims of hate crime feel safe 
in their home 
Belfast - Housing Rights  
Monday, December 12, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00 
Hate crime is a crime against a person because of their race, 
religious belief, sexual orientation, political opinion, gender identity 
or disability. As a result of a hate crime a person may be afraid to 
stay in their home, they might want to make it more secure or 
move on to safer accommodation. This course will help you 
identify when someone has been the victim of a hate crime and 
how to help people deal with the housing implications of hate 
crime.  
 
This course will cover: 

 The type of hate crimes which exist 

 Identifying when a hate crime has occurred 

 The help available for victims of hate crime 

 The housing options which are available for victims of hate 
crime to either sustain their accommodation or move to 
more suitable accommodation, including presenting as 
homeless, applying for selection scheme points, moving into 
private rented accommodation. 

 
There will also be a contribution from Katie Johnson, Hate Crime 
Coordinator for Victim Support. 

Keeping Children Safe: Training for Staff and Volunteers 
Date: 1st December 2016, 10:00 - 16:00 
Location: Strabane Library, 1 Railway Street, Strabane BT82 8EF 
Cost: £45 per person 
 
For a full list of Volunteer Training courses, go to; http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/518 

Volunteer Now Training News 

Training 

Chartered Institute of Housing 
Autumn training and events programme 2016 

The Chartered Institute of Housing is the independent voice for housing and the home of 
professional standards.  
The training programme is designed to ensure housing professionals and organisations are equipped to overcome 
the challenges they face day-to-day. Delivered by expert trainers in a friendly, stimulating environment, our courses 
bring together formal training with day-to-day experience, including lots of references to work and the real-life 
problems and issues delegates face. Small groups mean delegates benefit from a high level of interaction with peers 
and trainers alike, and content informed by CIH's policy and practice expertise ensures they leave with a greater 
understanding of current housing issues. 
 
Planning support for independent living  
14 December, Belfast  
 
For more information and to book a place on any CIH course, go to;  
http://www.cih.org/CIH/training.page?submit=true&componentID=1438473916963 
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Funding 



 

 

Funding cont’d 

Arts Council NI: Annual Funding Programme  
The over-riding aim of the Arts Council’s Annual Funding Programme is to support Northern 
Ireland’s arts infrastructure through grants to organisations in all artforms and practices for 
their core and programming costs.  
 
The programme is divided into 2 distinct elements – core and programming.  All applicants 
must complete both elements of the application and it is anticipated that clients will receive 
funding from both Exchequer and Lottery sources. 
 
(i)  Core costs =  ( Exchequer funds) 
(ii)  Programming costs = (Lottery funds) 
 
If awarded there can be no movement between the core and programming elements. 
 
The closing date for applications is on 15th December 2016.  
For further information, visit; http://www.artscouncil-ni.org/ 

Sport NI - Outdoor Spaces Funding 
Every Body Active 2020: Outdoor Spaces is a lottery funded grants programme aimed at developing new 
outdoor recreation facilities and infrastructure spread across Northern Ireland. Sport Northern Ireland 
considers outdoor recreation to encompass all sport and physical recreation that takes place in the natural 
environment whether on land, water or air. The natural environment is considered to be woodland and 
forests, open moorland, riverside, lakeside and coast, urban park land and farmland. 
 
Sport Northern Ireland’s Every Body Active 2020: Outdoor Spaces programme seeks to prioritise the 
development of projects which contribute to addressing the continued under-representation in sport and 
physical recreation amongst the below target groups: 
 

 Women and girls 

 People aged over 50 

 People with a disability 

 People living in areas of greatest need 
 
All potential applicants will be expected to operate good levels of governance, including having in place an 
acceptable constitution, child protection policy and equity policy. 
The closing date for receipt of applications is 4.00pm Tuesday 28 February 2017 
For further information, visit;   
http://www.sportni.net/news/sport-northern-ireland-launches-2million-funding-initiative-for-outdoor-spaces/ 

Victoria Homes Trust  
The Victoria Homes Trust is a small independent 
grant-making trust based in Northern Ireland which 
funds only in Northern Ireland. The purpose of the 
Victoria Homes Trust is to assist the physical, 
mental and spiritual development of young people 
under 21 years of age. The Trust's policy is to 
provide small grants in support of local projects 
which benefit children and young people. 
 
The main objects of the Victoria Homes Trust are:  

  To help and educate young people of both 
 sexes under the age of 21; 

  To develop their physical, mental, spiritual 
 and moral capacities so that they grow to full 
 maturity as individuals and members of 
 society and that there conditions of life may 
 be improved: 

  To assist in the training of young people to 
 enable them to maintain themselves at the 
 termination of their education and training; 

  To assist other non-statutory bodies in 
 carrying out any of the above objects. 

The needs of young people are many and the Trust 
does not wish to overly restrict the scope of 
applications received by it, however, projects 
addressing the following needs of children and 
young persons are particularly welcome:  

  Alcohol and drugs abuse 

  Homelessness 

  Counselling for those in need of guidance, 
 advice and support 

Cont’d 
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Funding cont’d 

The amount of grant available is variable. For guidance it should be noted that the majority of grants are in the 
range of £500 to £2,500. You must be a charity registered in the UK to apply. (or on the deemed list of charities 
with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland and awaiting the call forward to apply - you may be asked for 
evidence of your status in this regard)  
 
The closing date for applications is on 30th November 2016 
For further information visit; http://www.victoriahomestrust.com/ 

NI Screen: Ulster Scots Broadcast Fund 
The overarching aim of the Ulster-Scots Broadcast 
Fund (USBF) is to ensure that the heritage, culture 
and language of Ulster-Scots are expressed 
through moving image and also to foster the Ulster-
Scots independent production sector in Northern 
Ireland and to fund high quality Ulster-Scots 
cultural TV programmes for a Northern Ireland 
audience.  Northern Ireland Screen will oversee the 
Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund with a budget of 
£1million a year until 2020. 
 
The objectives of the Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund 
are as follows: 

  To deliver 10 additional hours of Ulster-Scots 
 moving image programming per annum in a 
 range of genres conducive to the delivery of 
 the heritage, culture and language aim; 

  To include Ulster-Scots Language 
 Programming (including radio programming) 
 to a minimum value of 20% of the available 
 USBF production budget per annum; 

  To also deliver Ulster-Scots radio 
 programming to a maximum of 10% of the 
 available USBF production budget per 
 annum; 

  To deliver online projects consistent with the 
 aim of the USBF to a maximum of 10% of the 

 available USBF production budget per 
 annum; 

  Consistent with the aim of the USBF, the 
 Committee will place a higher priority on 
 projects that have strong links with Ulster-
 Scots sectoral and community groups; 

  To achieve general audience satisfaction 
 levels consistent with those for other local 
 programmes broadcast in Northern Ireland of 
 a similar genre in a similar broadcast slot; 

  To broadcast 90% of the USBF funded 
 programming within 9 months of delivery; 

  To reach a significant Northern Ireland 
 audience, primarily but not exclusively 
 through broadcast television, with an average 
 per programme audience target of 40,000 
 people in Northern Ireland.  

  Whilst these are yearly objectives and targets 
 it is recognised that on occasion where 
 projects merit, it may be more beneficial to 
 achieving the overarching aim of the USBF to 
 spread targets across a 2 year period. 
 
The closing date for applications is on 12th 
December 2016  
For further information, visit; http://
northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/
funding.aspx 

Dry January/Feel Good February 
2017 Small Grants Scheme now 
OPEN for Applications 
The five Northern Ireland Drug and Alcohol 
Coordination Teams (NIDACTs), alongside the 
Public Health Agency (PHA), would like to invite 
you to apply for grants of up to £500 (maximum of 
two per organisation) to develop and run events 
and or initiatives in support of Dry January/Feel 
Good February 2017. 
  
Purpose of Funding 
The focus of Dry January is to support and 
encourage people to totally abstain from drinking 
alcohol for that whole month by providing alcohol 
related information, advice and/or support and 
suggesting or providing alcohol-free leisure and 
social alternatives.   
 
The focus then of Feel Good February is to support  

and encourage people who have participated in Dry 
January to maintain some of the good habits or 
alternatives that they have put in place (e.g. 
continuing not to drink alcohol with meals, 
continuing with a leisure interest or hobby that they 
may have started in January as an alternative to 
habits or social activities they used to do which 
involved alcohol) through February and beyond. 
  
Application and Award Process 
Applications should be made via the NIDACTs 
website (link given below) and completing the short 
online application form: http://
www.drugsandalcoholni.info/dryjanuary/ 
  
The deadline for submissions is 4pm on Friday 
9th December 2016. 

http://www.victoriahomestrust.com/
http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/funding.aspx
http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/funding.aspx
http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/funding.aspx
http://www.drugsandalcoholni.info/dryjanuary/
http://www.drugsandalcoholni.info/dryjanuary/

