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Welcome to Supporting Communities 55th Edition of E-Zine, bringing you Best Practice 

from the Community Sector; Funding and Training Updates and Policy Developments in 

Northern Ireland, Great Britain and Republic of Ireland. 

E-Zine 
23rd May 2016 

TPAS SCOTLAND HOUSING PROFESSIONAL  
CONFERENCE    19

th
 – 20

th
 May 2016 

Supporting Communities staff; Laura 
O’Dowd, Support Services Manager and 
Sheenagh McNally, Housing 
Association Development Worker 
attended TPAS Scotland’s Annual 
Housing Professionals Conference held 
in Apex Hotel, Dundee. 
 
TPAS Scotland hosted over 70 participants from 
across Scotland and included officers from Local 
Authorities, Housing Associations, the Scottish 
Government and colleagues from Northern Ireland 
from Choice Housing and Connswater Homes. 
This year’s theme - Identifying Participation 
Solutions, featured a jam packed agenda of 
keynote sessions and workshops.  
 
Sheenagh (pictured 

right) facilitated two 
workshop sessions 
focusing on estate 
inspections and a 
keynote address 
highlighting the 
importance of our 
Inter-Agency 
Partnerships. 
 
Both workshops and 
our keynote session 
were very positively received with a number of 
participants indicating they got some great ideas to 
bring back to their own organisations. Likewise 
Laura and Sheenagh thoroughly enjoyed the open 
and frank discussions around tenant engagement, 
reviewing Tenant Participation Strategies and 
scrutiny and performance reporting. 
 

In their keynote address, the Scottish Government 
Officials discussed the forthcoming review of the 
Scottish Housing Charter 5 years after its 
introduction, and outlined their schedule for 
consultation as well as the areas in which views 
are being sought. 
 
Some information about the Scottish Social 
Housing Charter 
 
The Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 includes powers 
to modernise the regulation of social 
housing.  It created an independent Scottish 
Housing Regulator to look after the interests of 
tenants, homeless people and others who use the 
services that social landlords provide. 
 
The Act also asked Ministers to consult on and 
then set the outcomes that social landlords 
should achieve.   The Scottish Social Housing 
Charter is the document that contains these 
outcomes. The Regulator will use the Charter as 
the starting point for assessing a landlord's 
performance. It will publish performance reports, 
and will be able to set performance targets. 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/16342/safeguarding
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DIY Committee Guide rebooted 
The revised Code of Good Governance was launched earlier this year by the 
Developing Governance Group which included Murray Watt, Supporting Communities 
and as promised, the DIY committee guide website has now been launched after a 
complete revamp. Thanks to funding from Halifax Foundation for Northern Ireland and Awards for All, this online 
governance resource is now easier to access via tablets, smartphones as well as computers which should 
enable trustees to obtain the information they need more freely.  The Governance Health Check has also been 
revised and is available to download from the website. Both of these new complimentary resources to the Code 
have been devised to provide practical information and a self-assessment framework for voluntary boards to 
assess their own governance practices, identify areas for improvement and demonstrate accountability.  
 
Visit www.diycommitteeguide.org for further information on these resources and the five new principles of the 
Code of Good Governance.  

Going BIG for Volunteers’ Week 2016  
FREE merchandise available for Volunteers’ Week  
which will take place 1–12 June 2016.  

The countdown is on to 1-12 June 2016, the biggest 
week in the volunteering calendar which recognises 
the contribution of local volunteers.  Volunteers’ 
Week is an annual celebration of volunteering, this 
year celebrating the 32nd Anniversary in Northern 
Ireland!  
 
This year Volunteers’ Week will focus on - The  
Big Celebration – encouraging organisations to 
highlight stories of individuals who already volunteer 
and to identify volunteers who have made a huge 
difference within their communities through their 
volunteering effort. It is your chance to celebrate and 
recognise local volunteers in your communities and 
challenge people to take part. 
 
Organisations throughout Northern Ireland are invited 
to order and download FREE resources to help them 
recognise and thank their volunteers as part of 
Volunteers’ Week 1 - 12 June 2016. 
 

Wendy Osborne, Chief Executive, Volunteer Now 
said “Volunteer Now is delighted that Volunteers  
Week has been extended - even more reason to 
celebrate those wonderful individuals who offer their 
time to help others'. There are currently over a 
quarter of a million volunteers in Northern Ireland 
who all play a vital role, from volunteer drivers to 
sports coaches, from hospital volunteers to those 
working in charity shops.  Volunteers’ Week gives us 
the opportunity to shine the spotlight on these 
volunteers and give them the recognition and thanks 
they deserve. We hope voluntary and community 
groups and charities will avail of the Volunteers' 
Week merchandise we can offer (FREE to volunteer 
involving organisations) to support their participation 
in Volunteers’ Week.” 
 
Order your FREE Volunteers' Week merchandise 
Download your order form: Volunteers' Week 
Merchandise Order Form 2016 

In the address from the Scottish Housing Regulator, 
the Regulation Manager outlined the main results from 
the first two years of the National Report. When the 
first report was launched in March 2015, it showed 
that on average nearly 9 out of 10 tenants 88% were 
satisfied with the overall service provided by their 
landlord. Analysis of 2016 report focussed on: 
 The extent to which landlords have improved the 

services they provide to tenants; 
 The characteristics of those landlords that have 

improved the most ; and 
 The extent to which landlords are making 

progress towards achieving the Charter 
standards and outcomes. 

 
Interestingly the Social Housing Regulator has a ‘Find 
and Compare Landlords’ section on their website.  
This allows tenants to find out how their landlords 
perform against the standards and outcomes of the 
Scottish Social Housing Charter as well as how their  
 

performance compares with other landlords. 
www.scottishhousingregulator.gov.uk.   
 
On a lighter note, East Lothian Housing was 
presented with a Gold Standard Accreditation award 
based on a full and comprehensive review of their 
Tenant Participation Strategy and practice. This 
accreditation is independently validated and is a 
prestigious national award lasting 3 years. Check out 
their new website  www.elha.com.  It is really 
innovative and was showcased at our joint 
conference with Housing Rights back in April. 
 
All in all, this was a most worthwhile visit to 
Scotland to promote and highlight the excellent 
work we do in Northern Ireland with our 
Community and Residents groups, Social 
Landlords and Inter-Agency partners.  It proved to 
be an invaluable networking experience and we 
hope to build on the contacts made and the ideas 
discussed. 

http://www.diycommitteeguide.org/
http://volunteernow.co.uk/fs/doc/publications/4-vw-order-form-2016.docx
http://volunteernow.co.uk/fs/doc/publications/4-vw-order-form-2016.docx
http://www.scottishhousingregulator.gov.uk
http://www.elha.com


 

 

Benefits are changing for people of working age - 
what you need to know 
The Department for Communities has published its 
guidance on the changes to the benefits system under 
Welfare Reform. 
 
The Department reports that these are the biggest changes to the 
benefit and tax credit system in over 70 years. Many of the current benefits for people of working age will 
cease to exist and we are introducing new benefits and payment systems. 
 
The department is developing this support to help protect and support the most vulnerable people in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
The booklet is being distributed throughout Northern Ireland but can be accessed at;  
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/benefits-are-changing-people-working-age-what-you-need
-know 

The Community Foundation for Northern Ireland 
plans to give Northern Ireland a, ‘Vital Signs’ health 
check-up as it aims to identify trends and uncover 
how people here are faring across ten key quality of 
life areas.  
 
A team of researchers from the Community 
Foundation’s Vital Signs project will hit the streets 
of all eleven council areas over the coming weeks 
and months with research findings due to be 
released in October 2016.  
 
Vital Signs research, which is carried out by more 
than 70 Community Foundations in a host of 
countries throughout the world, including over 20 
regions in the UK, will help the Community 
Foundation for Northern Ireland act on priorities, 
guide philanthropy and target its funds to where 
they are most needed locally. 
 
The research will see people across Northern 
Ireland being asked to grade the areas they live in 
when it comes to issues such as; health and well-
being, education, the environment, civic 
engagement, poverty, community safety, arts & 
culture, the economy, work and housing.  
 
Through Vital signs, the Community Foundation will 
highlight the issues and geographical inequalities 
that exist across the region and will also celebrate 
Northern Ireland’s successes.  
 
Speaking about Vital Signs, Community Foundation 
Chief Executive Andrew McCracken said: “This 
survey is really a health-check on key local issues. 

It’s crucial that we have a strong evidence base to 
guide our work and using existing statistics from a 
variety of sources, combined with our extensive 
community engagement, we want to directly 
discover what issues concern people and what their 
aspirations are for their communities.” 
 
 “In the meantime, to help kick off the research and 
to find out more about Vital Signs please go to 
www.vitalsignsni.org to take part in a short on-line 
survey.  
 
We hope people will want to start a conversation 
with us about how we can work together to address 
some our region’s most critical issues and we’d 
love to hear from anyone who would be keen for us 
to visit their areas,” said Andrew.  
 
Keep up to date with the latest Vital Signs news via 
Facebook: Community Foundation for Northern 
Ireland and twitter: @CFNIreland  
 

Community Foundation set to explore quality of 
life in Northern Ireland  

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/benefits-are-changing-people-working-age-what-you-need-know
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/benefits-are-changing-people-working-age-what-you-need-know
http://www.vitalsignsni.org/


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 
Election Report: Northern Ireland Assembly Election 
This paper provides an analysis of the Northern Ireland Assembly elections held on 5 May 2016, and 
compares the outcome with the 2011 election. The paper also includes an analysis of voter turnout and 
results by party and constituency. The statistics were extracted from figures published by the Electoral 
Office for Northern Ireland and the BBC. 
 
Download the research paper 

Consultations 
Department for Communities  
Review of the fitness standard 
The Department for Communities review of the Fitness Standard is currently underway.   
 
The Department is seeking views on what should be included within a revised standard, how a revised 
standard may be enforced and how the enforcement arrangements will be conducted going forward. 
Housing Rights received 1449 queries relating to conditions and disrepair in 2015.   
 
It is widely accepted that the current Housing Fitness Standard is insufficiently detailed or rigorous. The 
review provides an excellent opportunity to influence the development of tools and standards that will 
improve health and safety across all housing tenures. Closing date for responses is the 10 June 2016. 

Share your views – Consultation on 
matters of material significance for 
charity auditors and independent 
examiners 
A UK-wide consultation on new draft matters of material significance to be reported to charity regulators 
is now open and your views on the proposals and how they could affect charities in Northern Ireland are 
welcome. 
 
The consultation will run from Thursday 19 May 2016, for 16 weeks, closing on Sunday 11 September 
2016.  
 
In Northern Ireland, auditors and independent examiners who become aware of a matter which they 
believe would be of material significance to the charity regulator, are now legally required to make a 
written report on the matter to the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (the Commission). 
 
The Charity Commission for England and Wales (CCEW) and the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 
(OSCR) previously published a single list of matters which applied to England, Wales and Scotland.   
 
With the introduction of full annual reporting for registered charities in Northern Ireland, we are working 
with CCEW and OSCR to develop a revised policy to apply throughout the UK. 
 
Information on the consultation is available in an Invitation to Comment document which can be viewed 
on the Commission’s website; www.charitycommissionni.org.uk.   

http://nia1.me/32e
http://nia1.me/32e
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/policydocs/Fitness%20Review%20Discussion%20Document%20March%202016.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/


 

 

Special Focus 

“Should I stay or should I go?” The Clash, 1982 
“Well, should we?” David Cameron 2016 

That EU debate and referendum, 
what are the arguments for and 
against? 
 
NICVA held a conference on the EU Referendum 
to inform the VCSE sector on the primary 
arguments for and against leaving the EU.  
 
The EU Referendum will be held on Thursday 23rd 
June and the question asked is: 
"Should the United Kingdom remain a member 
of the European Union or leave the European 
Union?"  
 
Seamus McKee (BBC Broadcaster) chaired the 
conference and welcomed delegates to NICVA. 
Seamus set the tone for the day by asking 
attendees to think about recent EU referendum 
headlines from both sides of the debate. 
Seamus McAleavey, Chief Executive of NICVA, 
provided a presentation on what has the EU ever 
done for the sector. Seamus stated that the big 
issues contained within the EU question needed 
due consideration and it was crucial that each 
voter’s ideological position was informed.  
 
He outlined the historical context of the EU 
structural funds provided to the region and the 
amount the sector had received so far. These were 
designed to balance out the issues Northern 
Ireland (NI) had with being a region on the 
periphery of the EU in a post conflict transition.  
 
Seamus stated that the EU had played a huge role 
in supporting the peace process and recognised 
the significant importance civil society plays in 
peace and reconciliation through the PEACE 
funding made available. He again stressed the 
importance of voters informing themselves before 
voting on the 23rd June. 
 
Frances McCandless, Chief Executive Charity 
Commission NI, provided a presentation to 
delegates for organisations planning on 
campaigning on the referendum. The Charity 
Commission NI issued guidance on this issue 
which Frances urged organisations to read 
thoroughly if considering a position.  
 

The Transparency of Lobbying, Non-party 
Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 
2014 Act changed how charities can campaign in 
referendums and elections.  
 
For more information on the Act and how it affects 
your organisation, see the NICVA Lobbying Act – 
10 things to know article.  
  
Bill White, Chief Executive of Lucid Talk, provided 
delegates with a presentation on how referenda/
referendums work. Bill outlined the importance of 
the question and how lessons were learnt from the 
Scottish Referendum in the yes/no responses 
provided.  
 
Bill also considered when is a win, a win? What will 
be considered a majority in the referendum vote?  
 
He argued that the onus is always on the status 
quo to perform better and that the ‘remain camp’ 
needed at least 60% to really ‘win’. Lucid Talk, as 
one of Northern Ireland’s major polling companies, 
had been conducting polls on the referendum and 
how different demographics are likely to vote. 
 
Bill has found that: 
Leave voters are likely to be: male, Unionist/
Loyalist, working class, urban dwelling and in the 
45+ age group. 
 
Remain voters are likely to be: female, Nationalist/
Republican or Alliance/Green, middle class, rural 
dwelling and in the 18-44 age group. 
 
Bill stressed that there were still a significant 
number of voters that were undecided as to how 
they would vote. 
 
For more information on the facts and figures and 
a report of the panel debate chaired by Seamus 
McKee, go to; http://www.nicva.org/article/eu-
referendum-and-the-vcse-sector 
 
 

http://www.nicva.org/article/charity-commission-ni-guidance-on-campaigning-and-eu-referendum
http://www.nicva.org/article/lobbying-act-ten-things-know
http://www.nicva.org/article/lobbying-act-ten-things-know
http://www.nicva.org/article/eu-referendum-and-the-vcse-sector
http://www.nicva.org/article/eu-referendum-and-the-vcse-sector


 

 

Promoting Good Financial Governance 

Charity Reporting Regulations 
Frances McCandless, CEO of the Charity 
Commission for Northern Ireland outlined the new 
accounting and reporting regulations for all registered 
charities which came into effect on the  
1 January 2016. Frances also highlighted  
that the 
Commission is 
finalising the 
‘Directions’ for 
independent 
examiners and 
that these and a 
full suite of 
guidance on 
the new 
accounting and reporting regulations would be 
available this summer.  

 

Independent examination and the role of 
the independent examiner 
Chris Smith, Chair of the Association of Charity 

Independent 
Examiners 
(ACIE) explained 
the role  
 of the 
independent 
examiner and 
what is involved 
in an 

independent examination.  He emphasised the need 
for charities to choose an independent examiner with 
the appropriate skills and experience of charity 
accounting.   
 

Common issues in financial management: 
an accountant’s perspective 
After a short 
break 
Rosemary 
Peters 
Gallagher, 
partner with 
Moore 
Stephens 
Chartered 

Accountants then gave an overview of the common 
issues that many charities encounter in managing 
their finances.  She too highlighted the importance of 
choosing the ‘right’ person with experience and 
understanding in charity accounting to work with 
charities.  She highlighted that charity trustees should 
be asking certain questions about the finances of the 
charity and that they need to pay particular attention 
to risk management.   
 

Internal financial controls: a trustee’s 
perspective 
The final 
presentation in 
the morning 
session was 
delivered by 
Peter McBride, 
CEO of Niamh 
and chair of NICVA’s resources sub-committee. Peter 
emphasised the importance of trustees asking the 
right questions and ensuring that financial reporting is 
robust and of sufficient quality.  
 

Afternoon workshops 
In the afternoon, participants were able to attend 
workshops which allowed them to delve deeper into 
the following subjects: 
 
 Understanding accrual accounts 
 The independent examination of receipts & 

payments accounts 
 Understanding the pensions auto enrolment 

regulations 
 Financial systems and controls assessment 
 
The financial systems and controls assessment 
workshop concentrated on the new financial systems 
and controls assessment questionnaire that is being 
used by the Department for Communities in 
assessing funding applications.   
 
Any charity could use this questionnaire as a financial 
healthcheck for their own organisation.  
 
Download the financial healthcheck here 

As previously reported, NICVA held a charity trustee conference on promoting good 
financial governance which was attended by 150 delegates ranging from charity trustees, finance 
personnel, charity support workers to those with an interest in charity finance. The aim of the conference 
was to raise awareness of the new accounting and reporting regulations and promote understanding of 
good financial governance among charity trustees.  
 
Seamus McAleavey, CEO, NICVA opened the conference with a warm welcome to everyone saying he 
believed that the large turnout was as a result of the huge importance that is now being placed on 
governance by charities. He highlighted that many more people indicated that they would have liked to 
attend as recent changes to the rules on charity accounting affect charities of all sizes.  

http://www.nicva.org/sites/default/files/files/DFC%20Financial%20Systems%20and%20Controls%20Assessment%20questionnaire.docx


 

 

Publications 
NI Environment Link Publications 
The NIEL e-bulletin for April 2016 is available on the NIEL website at;  
http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED 
 
In addition, NI Environment Link has a calendar of events being run by  
stakeholders and member groups; to find an event of interest to you, or  
near you go to; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/ 
 
The Monthly EU Matters update is also available at;  
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-April-2016.pdf 

Please click the link below to access the April edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for PCSPs which 
highlights local events and initiatives.  
 
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/final_pdf_-_inpartnership_april_2016.pdf  

NICVA has published a number of online 
articles considering issues such as 
accessible transport; Saville, child abuse 
and the BBC and homelessness and 
street deaths in Belfast.   
 
Scope can be accessed at; http://
scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles  

Law Centre NI 

The Law Centre E-bulletin for May  
2016 is available and includes updates  
on Welfare Reform and a  
full list of training courses and 
programmes from May until September. 
 
The bulletin can be accessed at;  
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/?
u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=9824e97d1a%20 
 

Community Development and Health Network 

The most recent edition of the CDHN e-newsletter is now available.  

 

To access the newsletter, go to; http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?

u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e  

http://www.mailings.tc/t/r-85C731ACF46D432A2540EF23F30FEDED
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/events/
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/final_pdf_-_inpartnership_april_2016.pdf
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=9824e97d1a%20
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=9824e97d1a%20
http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e
http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e


 

 

Events 

Housing in Northern Ireland: meeting market demand and reforming the social housing 
sector with:  
 
 Clark Bailie, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Housing Executive  
 Nicola McCrudden, Director of Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, Chartered Institute of Housing  

 Jim Wilkinson, Director of Housing, Department for Communities 
 Raymond Crooks, Landlords’ Association for Northern Ireland 
 Professor Paddy Gray, Ulster University 
 Conor Hughes, Turley 
 Janet Hunter, Housing Rights Service  
 Clare McCarty, Clanmil Housing Association 
 Colm McDaid, Supporting Communities  
 Richard Ramsey, Ulster Bank 
 Ricky Rowledge, Council for the Homeless Northern Ireland 
  
Follow them @PolicyNI | This event is CPD certified 

Policy Forum for Northern Ireland 
Keynote Seminar  
Wednesday, 14

th
 September 2016 in Belfast 

Is your Community at risk of flooding? 
An event is taking place in the Stormont Hotel on 29 June at 9am-1pm, 
and will feature contributions from a range of speakers, including the 
National Flood Forum, who will share their experience of supporting 
300 community resilience groups across England, as well as from 
Cushendall Resilience Group. The National Flood Forum operates in 
England and Wales, and set up the Scottish Flood Forum in Scotland.  It was established in 2002 with the 
help of the Environment Agency to develop a people-centred approach to help people and communities 
mitigate against the impact of flooding.  
 
If there would be someone interested in attending on behalf of your group, please contact Matthew Coyle 
on 028 90 872 800 or email matthew@stratagem-ni.com.  
 
Places are limited so an early response is advised if you think it may be of interest.  
Please note, there is no cost for attending this event.  

European Network for Housing Research 
ENHR 2016 will be held in The Assembly Buildings, Belfast from 28th June - 1st July 2016.  
 
The main theme of the conference is 'Governance, Territory and Housing' 
For more information please visit the conference website at http://www.enhr2016.com/ 

http://twitter.com/policyni
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/CPD.php
mailto:matthew@stratagem-ni.com
http://www.enhr2016.com/


 

 

Training 
Interactive workshops for community groups     
Making energy efficiency in the home come alive including information on how to… 
Use less energy to achieve the same or a better result 
Get the most heat from the energy we use 
Keep that heat where it is needed for as long as possible 
 
NEA is holding the two hour workshops for Community Groups in Northern Ireland.  For further information and for 
booking please contact Paul Wallace at; paul.wallace@nea.org.uk or Tel 028 9023 9909.  The workshops are 
supported by the Housing Executive 

Sustaining tenancies - Keeping 
clients in their homes Training 
Courses  
Derry/Londonderry - Holywell Trust Thursday, 
May 26, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00  
With limited new builds, long waiting lists for social 
housing, and more people than ever renting privately, 
keeping people in the place they call home is vitally 
important.  This session looks at practical solutions to 
key issues that can impact peoples’ ability to stay in and 
enjoy their homes. 
 
It will consider things like: 

 Paying for the home and managing arrears 

 How to deal with antisocial behavior 

 Issues around abandonment 

 Tackling disrepair 

 Making homes suitable if circumstances change 
 
Who should attend? 
This course will be of particular importance to housing 
advisers, community/residents groups, benefit advisers, 
political party constituency offices, private, social and 
hostel accommodation providers and the legal 
profession. 
 
Accredited through the Open College Network*. 
Those wishing to register for the accreditation will have 
an additional fee of £25.00 
 
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/
sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-
homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf 

Housing Rights Training Course 

'Taster’ module in Social Policy 
Part-Time Study - You’re Closer than You Think! 
  
Have you thought about part-time study? 
 Did you leave school without the qualifications you wanted? 
 Did your A-level results fall short of degree entry requirements? 
 Do you have experience working in the Community/Voluntary sector? 

 
If so, go to Ulster University and take a ‘taster’ module in Social Policy 
 
Start your new journey now: Flexible part-time study allows you to study at your pace, alongside your 
regular work. The ‘Taster’ module, e.g. Introduction to Social Policy, is one 3-hour block per week for 12 
weeks, starting end September 2016. Opportunities are available to transfer to full-time study or to 
complete your degree in flexible part-time mode. Successful completion of 6 modules gets you a 
Certificate in Higher Education, complete 12 modules for an Associated Bachelor Degree or 18 modules 
for a BSc Honours Social Policy Degree. 
 
 Bursaries and *new* financial support opportunities are available from 2016/17. 
 
Contact Dr Wendy Saunderson. E: w.saunderson@ulster.ac.uk. 

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
mailto:w.saunderson@ulster.ac.uk


 

 

Funding 

The Biffa Award has funded a range of community and environmental projects across England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland through its Large and Small Grants schemes since it was set up in 1997 under the 
Landfill Communities Fund. 
 
As the amount of funding it receives through the Landfill Communities Fund is decreasing, however, and 
given that the Biffa Award scheme is ‘heavily oversubscribed’, the Award has felt it necessary to make 
the following changes: 
 
 All Community Buildings and Recreation (ENTRUST D and E) projects must be within 5 miles 

(previously it was 7 miles) of a Biffa operation and 10 miles of any landfill sites or 10 miles of an 
active Biffa Landfill site. 

 All Rebuilding Biodiversity (ENTRUST DA) projects must be within 15 miles of a Biffa operation. 
 Biffa Award will now have one grant scheme where applicants can apply for between £10,000 and 

£75,000 (previously it was £50,000), with the project total cost not exceeding £200,000 inclusive of 
VAT. 

 The Cultural Facilities theme will no longer be open to applications through the Main and Small 
Grants Schemes; instead Biffa will support heritage projects through its Partnership Scheme project 
with the Association of Independent Museums. 

 The Smalls Grant Scheme has closed. 
 
The application deadlines have changed. There will be three board meetings per year, where two themes 
will be reviewed at each meeting. The applicant’s grants officer will advise which meeting the project will 
be taken to and advise on application deadline dates accordingly. 
 
The following dates are to be confirmed: 
 
 October 2016 – Community Buildings and Rebuilding Biodiversity 
 February 2017 – Rebuilding Biodiversity and Recreation 
 June 2017 – Recreation and Community Buildings 
 
Application deadlines will be timetabled throughout the year, in line with the meeting schedule above. 
Further information will be reported once available. http://www.biffa-award.org/home 

Biffa Award - Important Changes to its Funding  

Money Saving Expert (MSE) 
Charity Launches Special 
Innovation Round (UK)  
 
Not-for-profit constituted groups/organisations 
within the UK that are previous applicants, existing 
grant holders as well as those that have never 
applied for an MSE Charity grant before are eligible 
to apply for this unique grant round. 
 
The Innovation funding is available for applications 
that deliver financial capability. This means 
improving people's ability to manage their financial 
situation and developing their financial skills and 
knowledge.  

Applications must be 
innovative, testing out 
ideas that are genuinely 
new; that as far as 
possible do not overlap 
with projects funded by 
other funders. 
 
Grants of between £2,000 and £15,000 are 
available for projects that are likely to be completed 
in one year; however, applications for up to three 
years will be considered. 
 
The deadline for applications is 10 June 2016 
(5pm). 
 
For further information regarding this funding 
https://www.msecharity.com/Default.aspx  

http://www.biffa-award.org/home
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MacRobert Trust 
The MacRobert Trust is a Scottish grant-making trust which funds general charitable purposes primarily in 
Scotland but also in other regions of the UK including Northern Ireland. Donations are given only to 
organisations registered as charities and are always dependent on funding availability. 
 
Trustees reserve the right to make changes to the themes and sub-themes and to make judgements on 
applications which do not qualify for support. 
 

Theme 1:   Services and Sea 

Theme 2:   Education and Training 

Theme 3:   Children and Youth  

Theme 4:   Science, Engineering and Technology 

Theme 5:   Agriculture and Horticulture 

Theme 6:   Tarland and the Local Area 
 
The next application deadline is on 31st May 2016  
  
For further information regarding this grant http://www.themacroberttrust.org.uk/ 

Ireland's Coca-Cola Thank You Fund  
Opens for 2016 Applications 
This year, Coca-Cola is celebrating its 130th year in 
operation and to reflect this it is increasing the 
funding it is awarding from €125,000 to €130,000. 
 
This money will be awarded as follows: 

 One grant of €30,000 to one organisation. 

 Eight grants of €10,000. 

 Four grants of €5,000. 

 
The Fund is looking for non-profit organisations that 
have new and innovative projects or initiatives that 
address the 2016 theme: 
 
‘Working with communities in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland to inspire and support young people.’ 
 
The proposed project must exclusively benefit 
people who are over 12 years of age and under 25 
years, and activities using money received from the 
Fund must be based on the island of Ireland. 
Projects should address under one or more of the 
following three categories: 
 

  Self Esteem & Confidence Building: Projects 

 that help equip young people with skills for 
 living, life and work. 

  Wellbeing: Initiatives focused on providing 

 youth with an outlet to support their mental 
 health and wellbeing - from creative pursuits, 
 to mentorship, to community involvement. 

  Leadership: Programmes that help young 

 people develop their leadership skills – 
 positioning them as future community, 
 business or cultural leaders. 
 
Eligible applicants include: 

  Charitable organisations with a registered 
 charity number. 

  Voluntary organisations working within the 

 community. 

  Not-for-profit community organisations. 

  A foundation or a trust for the benefit of the 

 community. 
 
Organisations must have been in operation for at 
least 12 months. 
 
For further information regarding this grant  
http://www.coca-cola.ie/stories/the-coca-cola-thank-
you-fund/ 
 
 

The deadline for 
applications is  
7 June 2016 
(midnight).  

http://www.themacroberttrust.org.uk/
http://www.coca-cola.ie/stories/the-coca-cola-thank-you-fund/
http://www.coca-cola.ie/stories/the-coca-cola-thank-you-fund/
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