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Bridging the Digital Divide", a digital inclusion project 
delivered last year by Supporting Communities in 
partnership with Clanmil Housing, Breezie, and Go ON NI, 
has been shortlisted for the DL100 in the category of Cross

-Sector Digital Collaboration of the Year. 

The Digital Leaders 100 is a digital leaders programme 
launched 2013 as a new way to recognise individuals and 
organisations who demonstrate a pioneering and 
sustainable approach to digital transformation across the 
public, private and non-profit sectors. 

The shortlist, decided by the Digital Leaders (DL) Advisory 
Board, aims to celebrate unsung projects and people within 
digital transformation. The DL100 list covers projects, 
organisations and individuals involved in digital 
transformation. 
  
Each year, the digital leaders community together with the wider digital sector, nominate their favourites 
across each of 10 categories with 10 available places to create a final list of 100. Following the 
announcement of this list each year, a public vote is opened to put the 100 names into a final order and 
these votes are combined with the views of an eminent judges panel of 10 leading digital experts from our 
community. 

Winners of the Digital Leader 100 Awards are decided by a public vote and the results celebrated at the 
annual DL Awards Dinner, held this year on 15 June 2016.  

We are so delighted to be included in this prestigious list! Help send us to the winner's circle! 

Vote for us in the category "Cross Sector Digital Collaboration" and spread the word!  

To vote, click on the link above, then scroll down to the right category and look for the picture above to 

find us. Thanks for your support! 

‘Vote for Us’ in the Digital Leaders 100 
Awards! 

http://supportingcommunities.org/bridging-the-digital-divide
http://www.digileaders100.com/
http://www.digileaders100.com/vote/
http://www.digileaders100.com/vote/


 

 

Special Focus  
Role of Community Champion 
Mr Richard Devine, Clare House, Newry. 

Why did you get involved in 
terms of becoming a 
community champion? 
The residents of Clare House 
formed a Residents’ Association 
in October 2010, with the 
assistance of Supporting 
Communities.  The Group was 
concerned with repairs in 
relation to the flats plus the 
future plans for the flats.  We 

operated for just under 4 years.  In that time, the 
numbers attending our committee meetings fell 
away.  We decided that we should dissolve the 
Association as it was not working out. We worked 
with Supporting Communities in order to dissolve 
the Association in the proper way.   
 
Orla McCann, Liaison Officer with Supporting 
Communities, suggested that we think of electing a 
community champion so that a voice would be 
retained for the residents.   
 

What was the process involved in you 
being selected to be a Community 
Champion? 
With the help of Supporting Communities, a flyer 
was developed explaining that the Association was 
no more and calling for any interested residents to 
register their interest in becoming a Community 
Champion.  These flyers were circulated to all 
households.  Through this process, 2-3 names 
were put forward.  Supporting Communities 
organised another meeting of residents with the 
view to formally elect a Champion for Clare House.  
At this meeting, which took place in June 2014, it 
was agreed that I would take on the role of 
Community Champion.  The other interested 
people agreed to support and liaise with me on any 
issues coming forward from residents.  I was happy 
to take on this role as I firmly believe that it is still 
very important for the residents of Clare House to 
have a voice.   
 
I also have the continued support of Supporting 
Communities to assist me.  Support meetings are 
held with the local Liaison Officer on a regular 
basis to go through any issues and talk over any 
difficulties. 

What does your role as a Community 
Champion involve? 
I am the representative and spokesperson for 
Clare House now.  Residents will come to me with 
queries, problems and I’ll either give them 
telephone numbers for the agencies they need to 
contact or I will follow up on their behalf. 
Supporting Communities provide me with regular 
support and have facilitated a “Terms of 
Reference” for me as a Community Champion so 
I’m clear on my role and the support I can receive 
from the Housing Executive.  I can also refer 
issues to Supporting Communities who will follow 
up where necessary. 
 

How is your relationship with the Housing 
Executive? 
I have a good relationship with the local Housing 
Executive in Newry, particularly with the 
Community Liaison Officer Eileen Grant.  I can 
telephone Eileen regarding concerns or issues and 
she will always come back to me with an answer.   
 
I attend the Local Housing Forum which is held 4-5 
times a year.  It’s useful to have a chance to get 
updates on Housing Executive business and 
network with community reps from other Groups. 
 

What has been the impact of your role? 
At the minute, there is a big question mark over the 
flats we live in.  We have been working with the 
Housing Executive plus involving our local MLAs, 
Councillors and MPs in order to find out what the 
Housing Executive is planning to do with the flats.  
I’ve been very much involved in this process and 
we have now received a report on the condition of 
the flats and approximate costs to repair.  I believe 
that if a Community Champion was not in place, we 
may not have been in a good position to lobby or 
gain information on the future of the flats.  I feel the 
residents would have went their own way, possibly 
moving out rather than facing an unknown.   
 
If you would like further information or details 
on becoming a Community Champion for your 
estate/community, please contact your local 
Supporting Communities Liaison Officer or 
email info@supportingcommunities.org 
 

 



 

 

The Electoral Commission is 
reminding the public that to 
vote in the upcoming Northern 
Ireland Assembly election you 
must be registered by the 18th 
April  2016 at the latest. 

People can vote in the Northern Ireland Assembly election if they are:  

 registered to vote  

 resident in Northern Ireland  

 aged 18 or over on 5 May 2016  

 a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen, or a citizen of other European Union countries  

 
British or Irish citizens living overseas can’t vote in the Northern Ireland Assembly election.  
Remember! People have to be registered by Monday 18 April 2016 to vote in this election. 
 
To register to vote in Northern Ireland, you simply need to download a voter registration form below and 
send it to your local area electoral office.  Download a voter registration form (PDF)  
 
Details of your local office can be found at http://www.eoni.org.uk/Utility/Contact-Us 
For more information on registering to vote, visit their FAQs or you can call the helpline on  
0800 4320 712. 
 
To register you’ll need to provide your National Insurance number, date of birth and address.   
Send your completed form to the EONI so it arrives before midnight on 18 April.  
 
Don’t forget photo ID when you go to vote on 5 May. Bring either your passport, driving licence, TransLink 
Smartpass or Electoral ID Card. 

The ‘Make the Call’ campaign was launched in 2012 initially to encourage older people to ring a dedicated 
freephone Benefits Advice Line - 0800 232 1271. The advice line, manned by experienced advisors, 
provides information about what benefits older people may be entitled to and can help them make a claim. 
  
The campaign was extended last year to include 16 to 60 year olds as well as older people. 
  
The Housing Executive has been supporting its partners in ‘Improving Benefit Uptake’ to promote ‘Make 
the Call’ by making leaflets and posters available for display in public offices since June 2015; contact 
details are also provided in arrears letters. 
  
Supporting Communities is assisting the Housing Executive to 
determine the benefits the campaign has been for tenants and 
we are looking for actual cases where a tenants’ benefit income 
has increased due to calls made to the helpline.   
 
Supporting Communities Chief Executive, Colm McDaid has 
made a call to our stakeholders to provide us with examples of benefit and good practice in accessing the 
‘Make the Call’ service; colleagues can contact us directly at info@supportingcommunities.org,  through 
our website or by contacting any of the local Liaison Officers. 

Encouraging Benefit Uptake  
 
Benefit Advice Line 0800 232 1271 

https://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/184088/Register-to-vote-in-Northern-Ireland.pdf
http://www.eoni.org.uk/Utility/Contact-Us
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/registering-to-vote
mailto:info@supportingcommunities.org


 

 

Minister Durkan announces £2.6million 
environment funding boost 
Environment Minister Mark H Durkan has 
announced a £2.6million funding boost for eligible 
Not for Profit organisations and councils to support 
key environmental projects across Northern 
Ireland. This Fund has been made available to 
eligible organisations to protect and improve our 
habitats; the quality of our air and water; promote 
health, well being, resource efficiency; sustainable 
economic development and access to the natural 
environment. 
 
Announcing the award, Mark H Durkan said, “This 
£2.6million funding boost is good news for those 
organisations who seek to protect, enhance and 
conserve some of the finest aspects of our natural 
environment for generations to enjoy. 
 

This grant programme will help tackle the most 
acute environmental priorities facing us in the 
North. It will go directly to projects that protect and 
improve the environment that we and future 
generations live in. 
 
In a tough financial climate, I pledged that I would 
try and find funding to continue to support 
environmental groups and projects across the 
North in the future. I can confirm that with close 
management of my budget I can award £2.6million 
to 35 organisations to take forward 37 key projects 
as part of this Fund.” 
 
For details as to where the money will be spent, go 
to; https://www.doeni.gov.uk/news/durkan-
announces-ps26million-environment-funding-boost 

Co-operative Alternatives has been named as the 
only preferred provider of expert support and advice 
in Northern Ireland for The Hive, the new 
programme developed by Co-ops UK. The Hive is 
a business support programme designed for people 
wanting to start or grow a co-operatively run 
organisation.It provides a mix of online resources, 
training, advice and peer mentoring to organisations 
and start-ups right across the co-operative sector, 
from renewables to retail, sports to social care. 
 
Through this programme, Co-operative 
Alternatives plan to run workshops and offer funded 
support for new and existing co-ops in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
The Hive is for organisations of all shapes and 
sizes - those running a co-op already who want to 
strengthen it, those at the early stages of starting-
up a business, or those considering converting their 
organisation to co-operative or community 
ownership. 
 
Contact them to find out more: 
tiziana@coopalternatives.coop  

New Support for  
Co-ops in NI 

Review of the Role and 
Regulation of the Private 
Rented Sector 
In November 2015 the Department for Social 
development launched a discussion paper for 
consultation as the first stage of the Review of the 
Role and Regulation of the Private Rented 
Sector.  This paper did not contain any firm 
proposals for change but rather invited views from 
those living and working in the Private Rented 
Sector. 
 
The consultation ran from 12 November 2015 –  
5 February 2016.  85 responses were 
received.  The Department appreciates the 
valuable input from all those who submitted 
responses. 
 
A more detailed summary of responses 
(excluding those that were marked confidential) 
has been prepared and is available at: https://
www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/review-role-and-
regulation-private-rented-sector 
 
If you have any queries in relation to these 
documents or require additional information 
please contact the Private Rented Sector Project 
Team at the address/telephone number below or 
by e-mail to housing.policy@dsdni.gov.uk. 

https://www.doeni.gov.uk/news/durkan-announces-ps26million-environment-funding-boost
https://www.doeni.gov.uk/news/durkan-announces-ps26million-environment-funding-boost
mailto:tiziana@coopalternatives.coop
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/review-role-and-regulation-private-rented-sector
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/review-role-and-regulation-private-rented-sector
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/review-role-and-regulation-private-rented-sector
mailto:housing.policy@dsdni.gov.uk


 

 

Charity Commission NI Guidance on 
campaigning and EU Referendum 
The Charity Commission for NI has published its guidance for organisations wishing to 
participate in the debate on the EU referendum. Lisa McIlheron from NICVA writes, “the 
publication,Campaigning in run up to the EU Referendum provides helpful information 
for organisations that want to get involved in the debate, share issues that are important to them or take a 
public position on the remain or leave question. It is important charities read the guidance themselves 
and assess how it applies to your organisation. Essentially it reaffirms that charities are “uniquely placed 
to campaign and advocate on behalf of their beneficiaries and this can be a legitimate, and important, 
way for a charity to work to achieve its charitable purposes.”  
 
The guidance adds: 
“A charity can carry out political activity or campaigning, including taking part in the referendum process, 
provided: 

 the activity is solely in support of its charitable purposes 

 the activity is not prohibited in its governing document 

 it remains independent and does not align itself with a particular political party or politician 

 it is in the charity’s best interests and the trustees are acting with due care 

CO3 is delighted to have been appointed as one of 
the partners to deliver the next phase of Inspiring 
Impact Programme which is funded by the Big 
Lottery Fund through The Building Change Trust. 
 
This Project is funded through the Inspiring Impact 
NI Programme – a Building Change Trust initiative 
supporting VCSE organisations and their funders 
to better understand and apply impact practice. 
 
CO3 is now placing an open call to 
organisations who would like to be considered for 
this support. 
 
The deadline for applications is Friday 15 April. 
Register your interest online.  
 

For Phase II CO3 will offer a much more intensive 
support package, working with three specific 
organisations to help them to fully embed impact 
practice into their organisation over a full 
year.  CO3 will provide bespoke support to the 
organisations through each stage of the impact life 
cycle, plan, do, assess, review. 
 
The support package will include:  
 One to one meetings throughout the lifecycle 

of the programme (six in total).  
 A Mentor to support the Impact Champion in 

each organisation for the duration of the 
project.  

 Access to a learning exchange platform for 
peer review and support throughout the 
project.  

 Access to telephone support, signposting 
throughout the programme.  

 Information and learning through the 
storytelling/blogs.  

  
CO3 would particularly welcome applications 
from:  
 Smaller organisations.  
 Organisations who can demonstrate that they 

are fully committed to embedding impact 
practice and its use in the organisation.  

 Organisations who have already obtained 
leadership buy-in to the idea of impact 
practice.  

 Organisations who can commit a dedicated 
person to lead on impact practice in the 
organisation, a person who will have the 
passion and drive to encourage others in the 
organisation to fully embrace impact practice.  

  

As the Northern Ireland partner on the UK board, 
The Building Change Trust has invested over 
£750,000 over a 4 year period (2014-2017) in a 
dedicated programme of support for the VCSE 
sector and its funders locally. This has been 
supplemented with £240,000 from the Department 
for Social Development (DSD). 

http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/charity-essentials/campaigning-in-run-up-to-the-eu-referendum/
http://co3.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=79b9b1d50109f095a7fc67d31&id=a9a7b9e502&e=2a49a3eb82
http://co3.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=79b9b1d50109f095a7fc67d31&id=a9a7b9e502&e=2a49a3eb82
http://co3.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=79b9b1d50109f095a7fc67d31&id=698793a810&e=2a49a3eb82


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 
The Northern Ireland Assembly has been dissolved.  The election will take place on 
Thursday 5 May 2016. 

Consultations 

Survey on How toSupport Dads 
Dads Direct is a group which aims to promote the value 
of actively engaged fathers in their children’s lives. It is 
comprised of representatives from Child Contact 
Centres, Family Mediation NI, Home-Start, Men’s Health 
Forum in Ireland, Parenting NI, Relate and Sure Starts. 
Dads Direct is conducting a short survey which seeks 
the views of policy makers, service providers, family 
work practitioners and dedicated father-workers. The 
aim of this survey is to identify and collate information 
which can be used to inform and influence how fathers 
are supported in our society.  
 
The findings will help to provide evidence of need, as 
well as address gaps in policy, practice, training and 
research. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Take part in the survey. You will remain completely 
anonymous throughout it.  
 
This survey builds upon ‘The Dad Factor in NI: How 
Fathers Improve Child Outcomes’ briefing paper which 
was launched by Dads Direct in September 2015. 
 

Consultation on the Inter-Departmental Review of 
Housing Adaptations Services Final Report and 
Action Plan 2016 

Belfast homeless  
families in video appeal 

To view the video, go to; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68FPdM6tOWQ&feature=youtu.be 

Housing Crisis? What Crisis? 
Starring Leslie Nielson, Sepp Blatter, John McEnroe, Jack Nicholson and the Equality Can’t Wait 
Familieis with guest appearances by NIHRC, NICCY, ECNI, the United Nations, NI Politicians and a 
BIG elephant. 

The Department for Social Development (DSD) 
and the Department of Health, Social Services and 
Public Safety (DHSSPS) have responsibility for 
different aspects of housing adaptations and are 
seeking your views on the Inter-Departmental 
Review of Housing Adaptations Services Final 
Report and Action Plan 2016.  

This consultation is being co-ordinated by the NIHE 
on behalf of both Departments. The Inter-
Departmental Review of Housing Adaptations 
Services Final Report and Action Plan together 
with the consultation response document are 
available online. All responses should be 
returned by 19 April 2016. 

Draft Special Educational Needs (SEN) Regulations—Department for Education NI 
https://www.deni.gov.uk/consultations/draft-special-educational-needs-sen-regulations 

The consultation period runs from the 22 February 2016 to the 16 May 2016 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/supportingdads
http://www.mhfi.org/TheDadFactor.pdf
http://www.mhfi.org/TheDadFactor.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68FPdM6tOWQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
https://www.deni.gov.uk/consultations/draft-special-educational-needs-sen-regulations


 

 

Publications 
NI Environment Link 
Publications 
 
NI Assembly Hub is available on the NIEL website highlighting all the environment related news and 
events taking place at Stormont.  
 
In this section you can see the main agenda items to be discussed this week at the Assembly and view 
our monthly review of the outcome of various Statements, Debates and Questions on environmental 
issues.  
 
To access the pages go to; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/ 
 
The NIEL e-bulletin for March 2016 is available on the NIEL website at; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016&utm_content=NIEL%20E-
Bulletin%20March%202016+CID_74f82e934bafb2bed8d496b2b376045b&utm_source=Email%
20marketing%20software&utm_term=NIEL%20website 

 
 
 

CO3 and Ulster Bank Launch 

New 3
rd

 Sector Index 

A new survey of Third sector leaders was launched on 
Monday 4 April. Published by Ulster Bank & CO3, the 
survey reveals that Third sector leaders are confident 
about their prospects despite a challenging environment 
and significant decreases in government funding. 

Findings from the Ulster Bank & CO3 3rd Sector 
Index included; 
 
 30 percent of Third sector leaders saw 

government funding received by their 
organisation fall in the last quarter, with a 
further 54 percent experiencing no change 
(i.e. a real-terms decline) 

 78 percent of respondents categorised the 
environment in which their organisation is 
operating as very or quite challenging 

 50 percent expect the Northern Ireland 
economy to worsen during 2016 

 ]Almost half of those surveyed expect their 
organisation’s turnover to increase in the 
next 12 months, with less than one in five 
expecting turnover to fall 

 Almost three-quarters say that their 
organisation saw the number of employees 
(full time equivalents) increase (26 percent) 
or stay the same (54 percent) in the last 
quarter 

 Over 80 percent regard their organisation’s 
strategic ability to operate in the current 
environment as very good or quite good 

 The forthcoming EU Referendum was 
amongst the biggest concerns for the sector 
with more than 40 percent of Northern 
Ireland’s third sector leaders identifying this 
as something that they are very concerned 
about, and a further 36 percent expressing 
moderate concern 

 However, only 13 percent see the planned 
introduction of the UK national living wage 
as something that will have a large negative 
impact on their organisation. Over half 
expect the new policy to have no impact, 
and 14 percent expect the impact to be 
positive 

 
For more information about the work of CO3, visit 
their website at; http://www.co3.bz/news 
  

http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016&utm_content=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016+CID_74f82e934bafb2bed8d496b2b376045b&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NIEL%20website
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016&utm_content=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016+CID_74f82e934bafb2bed8d496b2b376045b&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NIEL%20website
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016&utm_content=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016+CID_74f82e934bafb2bed8d496b2b376045b&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NIEL%20website
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016&utm_content=NIEL%20E-Bulletin%20March%202016+CID_74f82e934bafb2bed8d496b2b376045b&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NIEL%20website
http://www.co3.bz/news


 

 

Publications cont’d 

Social Development Minister Lord Morrow 
MLA has launched a new guide to public 
services for older people in Northern 
Ireland. 

 

The A-Z guide is designed to increase awareness of the wide range of benefits and services that are 
available and provides information on topics including: pensions, disability, employment and volunteering 
as well as money matters, travel and bereavement. 
 
Minister Morrow was joined at the launch by Finance Minister Mervyn Storey MLA who was involved in 
the development of the guide during his tenure in DSD. 
 
Launching the guide Minister Morrow said: “The Department has consulted widely with key stakeholders 
on the content of this A-Z guide with input from Advice NI, Citizens Advice, Law Centre NI, the 
Commissioner for Older People and importantly a forum of representatives from our older citizens. 
 
“This new guide is an easy to read, easy to access guide and, as well as being available on-line people 
will be able to obtain a copy from a number of organisations including their local Citizens Advice and 
libraries throughout Northern Ireland.”  
 
The Guide is available online at; https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/guide-public-services-older-people-northern-
ireland 

NICVA has published a number of online 
articles considering issues such as 
accessible transport; Saville, child abuse 
and the BBC and homelessness and 
street deaths in Belfast.   

Scope can be accessed at; http://
scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles  

Law Centre NI 
 
The Law Centre E-bulletin for 
March is available and includes 
updates on Welfare Reform and in particular the 
Report of the Welfare Reform Mitigations Group. 

The bulletin can be accessed at; http://
www.lawcentreni.org/publications/enewsletter.html 
 

Community Development and Health Network 
 

The most recent edition of the CDHN e-newsletter is now available.  

To access the newsletter, go to; http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?

u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e  

Please click the link below to access the March edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for PCSPs 
which highlights local events and initiatives.  
 
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/inpartnership_march_15.pdf 
 
In addition, the April edition is now available at;  
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/final_pdf_-_inpartnership_april_2016.pdf 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/guide-public-services-older-people-northern-ireland
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/guide-public-services-older-people-northern-ireland
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://scopeni.nicva.org/latest-scope-articles
http://www.lawcentreni.org/publications/enewsletter.html
http://www.lawcentreni.org/publications/enewsletter.html
http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e
http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1efc35d04e4c921abca05f196&id=0f7f4b80b9&e=09b1f9112e
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/inpartnership_march_15.pdf
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/final_pdf_-_inpartnership_april_2016.pdf


 

 

Events 

Collaboration NI; 
The Impact of Collaboration  
Date: 19 May 2016  
Venue: Lough Neagh Discovery Centre  
(Oxford Island National Nature Reserve,  
Craigavon BT66 6NJ)  
Times: 9.30 – 4pm  
Since 2011, CollaborationNI have supported a wide 
range of leaders and organisations who work within 
the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise 
(VCSE) sector. The objective of the conference is 
to celebrate, reflect and consider the mechanisms 
needed to encourage stronger partnerships.  
 
The VCSE sector have to deliver more with less, as 
resources become increasingly scarce, 
collaborations are part of the solution however, how 
do we support genuine partnerships? What does a 
successful collaboration look like? What are the 
opportunities for encouraging cross-sectoral 
collaborations?  

The conference will be an opportunity to engage 
with a range of speakers, examining the impact of 
collaboration and the opportunities and challenges 
we face as we progress. We are delighted to have 
the new Permanent Secretary for the Department of 
Communities speaking at the event as well as 
hearing from some working examples.  
 
To book a place please contact - rachel@co3.bz 
  
Further details will be released in due course.  
CollaborationNI was commissioned and financed by 
the Building Change Trust and is delivered in 
partnership by CO3, NICVA, and Stellar 
Leadership.  
 
For further information please see 
www.collaborationni.org 

Latest from CIH 
Housing and Homelessness Hustings 

CIH Northern Ireland, CHNI, Housing Rights and NIFHA are pleased to invite you to participate in the 
housing and homelessness hustings on Friday 15 April from 2.00-4.00pm at the Girdwood Community 
Hub in north Belfast, 10 Girdwood Avenue, Belfast, Antrim BT14 6EG. Parking is available at the venue. 
  
The event, which will be chaired by journalist and broadcaster Yvette Shapiro, is being held to discuss the 
major challenges around housing and homelessness ahead of the Assembly elections on 5 May 2016. All 
of our political parties have been invited and we are looking forward to hearing each party's ideas on how 
we can ensure everyone gets access to a decent, safe, affordable home, with appropriate care and 
support as required. 
  
Confirmed speakers now include Sinn Féin’s Fra McCann, the UUP’s Lesley Carroll, SDLP’s Nichola 
Mallon, and the Green Party’s Malachi O’Hara. The other parties are expected to confirm representatives 
shortly. 
  
If you would like to attend please email mmcilwaine@nifha.org as soon as possible. Tickets are free but 
you must pre-register for the event or you will not be admitted. 

http://www.collaborationni.org
mailto:mmcilwaine@nifha.org?subject=Housing%20and%20homelessness%20hustings


 

 

Training 



 

 

Housing Rights Training Courses 

Training cont’d 

Interactive workshops for  
community groups     
Making energy efficiency in the home come alive including information on how to… 
 
Use less energy to achieve the same or a better result 
Get the most heat from the energy we use 
Keep that heat where it is needed for as long as possible 
 
NEA is holding the two hour workshops for Community Groups in Northern Ireland 
 
For further information and for booking please contact Paul Wallace at; paul.wallace@nea.org.uk or Tel 
028 9023 9909 
 
The workshops are supported by the Housing Executive 

Sustaining tenancies - Keeping 
clients in their homes Training 
Courses  
Belfast - Housing Rights Thursday,  
April 21, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00  
Derry/Londonderry - Holywell Trust Thursday, 
May 26, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00  
 
With limited new builds, long waiting lists for social 
housing, and more people than ever renting 
privately, keeping people in the place they call 
home is vitally important.  This session looks at 
practical solutions to key issues that can impact 
peoples’ ability to stay in and enjoy their homes. 
 
It will consider things like: 
 Paying for the home and managing arrears 
 How to deal with antisocial behavior 
 Issues around abandonment 

 Tackling disrepair 
 Making homes suitable if circumstances 

change 
 

Who should attend? 
This course will be of particular importance to 
housing advisers, community/residents groups, 
benefit advisers, political party constituency offices, 
private, social and hostel accommodation providers 
and the legal profession. 
 
Accredited through the Open College Network*. 
Those wishing to register for the accreditation will 
have an additional fee of £25.00 
 
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/
event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-
homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf 

The impact of welfare reform on 
NI Housing Lunchtime Learning 
Belfast  
Housing Rights Thursday, April 28, 2016 - 12:30 
to 14:00 1.0hrs CPD  
 
Welfare Reform is now being implemented across 
Northern Ireland. This 1 hour session will focus 
solely on the housing implications of Welfare 
Reform and its potential impact. We will consider 
key areas such as: Housing Benefit’s transfer into 
Universal Credit Service charges and implications 
for supported housing Key mitigations, including the 
“Bedroom Tax” and the benefit cap  
 

Who should attend?  
This course will be of particular importance to 
housing advisers, community/residents groups, 
benefit advisors, political party constituency offices, 
private, social and hostel accommodation providers 
and the legal profession.  
 
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/
event/impact-welfare-reform-ni-
housing#sthash.WhjoWeOg.dpuf 

 
 

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/sustaining-tenancies-keeping-clients-their-homes#sthash.pZBCNrZb.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/impact-welfare-reform-ni-housing#sthash.WhjoWeOg.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/impact-welfare-reform-ni-housing#sthash.WhjoWeOg.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/impact-welfare-reform-ni-housing#sthash.WhjoWeOg.dpuf


 

 

Funding 
BBC Children in Need Main Grants 
BBC Children in Need Main Grants programme is open to charities and not-for-profit organisations 
applying for grants over £10,000 per year for up to three years.  
  
The scheme gives grants for children and young people of 18 years and under experiencing 
disadvantage through:  
 

 Illness, distress, abuse or neglect 

 Any kind of disability 

 Behavioural or psychological difficulties 

 Living in poverty or situations of deprivation 

 
They fund organisations working to combat this 
disadvantage and to make a real difference to children and 
young people's lives. 
 
The next application Deadline is on 15 May 2016   
 
For further information - http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008dk4b/features/grants  

Expression of Interest in the Voluntary Youth Capital 
Funding Scheme 2016/2017   
 

T he new Voluntary Youth Capital Scheme will make capital grants available for the provision of facilities 
for the Youth Service.  
 
The programme will be open to groups registered with the Education Authority and demonstrating the 
operation of a Youth Service Programme for at least nine hours per week for a minimum of 30 weeks per 
year.  
 
Grant-aid can assist with the cost of refurbishing premises, improving facilities for people with disabilities, 
bringing the property up to current health and safety and fire safety standards, child protection measures, 
or meeting the needs of young people within Section 75 and those of greater risk of social exclusion/
marginalisation. 
 
Please note to be eligible for funding, organisation’s must at the time of lodging the application form:  
 

1. Be registered with the Education Authority;  

 

2. Be able to demonstrate the operation of a Youth Service Programme for at least nine hours per 

 week, for a minimum of thirty weeks per annum. Organisations should use this time before 
 publication of the application form to ensure they meet the above criteria.  
 
Expressions of interest are to be lodged with the Estate Operations Team by 12 noon Friday 13 
May 2016.  
 
For further information: 
https://www.deni.gov.uk/publications/voluntary-youth-capital-funding-scheme-201617 

https://www.deni.gov.uk/publications/voluntary-youth-capital-funding-scheme-201617


 

 

FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT – SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 
2016-17 – NORTHERN AREA OPEN NOW FOR 
APPLICATIONS 

Funding cont’d 

MENTAL & EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING AND 
SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Community Based Promoting Mental Health and Suicide 
Prevention Small Grants available in the Northern Area. 
 
The Public Health Agency (PHA) has identified non-
recurring funding to address the themes of Suicide 
Prevention, Self- Harm, Mental Health & Emotional Well-
Being and have commissioned North Antrim Community 
Network to facilitate this process. 
 
As such the North Antrim Community Network is inviting 
community and voluntary sector organisations to apply 
for non-recurring awards to address the outlined themes. 

Grants are available at the level of £1,000 per 
project.  Applications may be considered for more 
strategic projects over £1,000 limit dependent on 
evidence of need and availability of resources. 
 
Dates for applications are as follows: 
 
Open for applications NOW / www.nacn.org  
Wednesday 4

th
 May 2016 at 12noon – close for 

applications 
 
For further information, guidance and examples of 
evidence based practice, along with support to develop 
a relevant programme, contact amanda@nacn.org or 
028 2177 2100 / 07740282650. 

http://www.nacn.org/
mailto:amanda@nacn.org

