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The Charity Commission endorses the 
revised Code of Good Governance 
The revised Code of Good Governance was 
launched on 29th January by the Developing 
Governance Group at a seminar hosted by NICVA. 
 
The revised Code of Good Governance is now 
streamlined to five principles which the Developing 
Governance Group (which included Supporting 
Communities) believes will make it easier for 
boards to work with.   
 
Frances McCandless, Chief Executive of the 
Charity Commission gave an overview of the key 
charity regulations, highlighting the new accounting 
and reporting requirements for charities. She 
highlighted the importance of good governance, 
stating that: “Good governance is at the heart of an 
effective charity.” 
 
The Developing Governance Group also launched 
the revised Governance Health Check in line with 
the new principles of the Code and will launch the 
DIY Committee Guide website on the 1 March 
2016.  Please note that while the new look revised 
site is not available just yet, the governance 
resources are still available on the old site at 
www.diycommitteeguide.org. 
 
Hard copies of the Code of Good Governance 
booklets can be collected from any of the 
Developing Governance Group members or by 
contacting the Secretariat which is provided by 
NICVA and Volunteer Now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"The Code of Good Governance is a vital resource 
and the DIY CommitteeGuide.org provides user 
friendly and fine access to all the information an 
organisation or Board Member requires. Well done 
to the Developing Governance Group, 
organisations working together to provide shared 
resources and expertise to benefit the whole of the 
sector." 

Wendy Osborne, Volunteer Now 
 
  

"These are important and useful 
resources for promoting and 
supporting good governance 
whatever the size of your 
organisation; please make sure 
you have these tools in your 
toolbox." 

Murray Watt 
Supporting Communities 

http://www.diycommitteeguide.org/
http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/


 

 

Complete our survey for a chance to win a £30 
shopping voucher from Supporting Communities! 
 
We are conducting a survey to gather baseline information with regards to the health and 
development of our member groups and your response would be appreciated. 
Here is a link to the survey: 
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/BWC7V/ 
 
This link is uniquely tied to this survey and your email address.  Please do not forward this 
message.  The deadline for completion is Friday 19th February 2016. (Supporting Communities 
reserve the right to extend the survey deadline) 
 
Thanks for your participation! 

Book now to attend- ‘Delivering on Tenant 

Participation: From Strategy to Implementation’ 

A forthcoming Conference run jointly 
by Supporting Communities and 
Housing Rights will be held in 
Skainos Centre, Newtownards Road, 
Belfast on  Monday, 11th April 2016 
at 9.30am. 
 
With the recently published Department for Social 
Development Tenant Participation Strategy and 
Action Plan, Housing Rights and Supporting 
Communities have come together to offer an 
exclusive one day conference for those interested 
in delivering on tenant participation. 
 
With an overarching focus on the key themes of the 
Strategy, the conference will examine both the 
strategic and operational perspectives relating to 
leading, supporting and delivering tenant 
participation. By focusing on best practice 
examples, delegates will gain valuable insights into 
building the business case for tenant involvement 
and the tools by which the principles become 
practice. 
 
Unpacking the Strategy and looking forward to 
implementation:  
 The role of government; the rationale, 

resources and regulations.  
 Translating tenant participation principles into 

practice.  
 
Building the business case for tenant participation:  
 Measuring impact and evidencing the added 

value to organisations and service users. 
 Assessing the savings and efficiencies 

resulting from meaningful involvement.  

The practical tools needed to support landlords and 
tenants: 
 Examples of success from Northern Ireland 

and beyond. 
 Models of digital inclusion and scrutiny. 
 Engaging ‘easy to ignore groups’. 
 
Working with tenants to improve the services you 
deliver: 
 Translating suggestions and 

recommendations to deliver results 
 Models of social enterprise. 

 

Who should attend? 
 Social Housing providers 
 Tenants 
 Residents groups 
 Consumer groups 
 Advice agencies 
 Community workers 
 Local Government 
 
Book online or email frances@housingrights.org.uk 
10% Discount on all bookings made before 1 
March 2016.  
 
Normal price Delegates £100 and Tenants £50.  
Group discounts available on request for bookings 
of 10+.  
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/
delivering-tenant-participation-strategy-
implementation#sthash.DmOYOZS8.dpuf 

 

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/BWC7V/
mailto:frances@housingrights.org.uk
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/delivering-tenant-participation-strategy-implementation#sthash.DmOYOZS8.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/delivering-tenant-participation-strategy-implementation#sthash.DmOYOZS8.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/delivering-tenant-participation-strategy-implementation#sthash.DmOYOZS8.dpuf


 

 

Solar savings for Housing  
Executive tenants 
Nearly 600 Housing Executive homes 
have had solar panels installed as part of 
the largest domestic renewable solar PV 
installation in Northern Ireland. 
 
The £5m contract, which was signed between the Housing 
Executive and Saliis Ltd, is based on the ‘rent a roof’ 
model and has resulted in tenants seeing their savings 
adding up. 
 
As Northern Ireland’s Home Energy Conservation 
Authority this initiative is the latest in the aim to help 
combat fuel poverty, save tenants’ money and reduce the 
carbon footprint. 
 
One tenant, and mum of twins, Alison Williams, had 
panels installed at her home in December. She was able 
to see the benefits almost immediately. She said:  “It was 
very simple and everything was finished in four hours. 
When the fitters were here and testing the panels installed 
they said that in the first hour they could see that what 
was on in my house at the time was being run from the 
electricity generated by panels. I have twins and the 
washing machine and tumble drier is going all the time so 
I am looking forward to spending less money on electricity 
over the next year and beyond.”  
 
Noel Rice, Housing Executive Energy Conservation 
Manager, said: “Fuel poverty remains a major issue for 
many in Northern Ireland and this initiative can make a 
significant contribution to combating this amongst our 
tenants as their fuel costs are lowered. We are delighted 
with the progress of our solar panel scheme and the 
positive feedback to date from tenants. Almost 600 homes 
have seen panels installed and our tenants are starting to 
see the savings. This summer, when the daylight hours 
are longer, will really show the difference the panels can 
make.”   
 
Noel Hynes, Commercial Director of Saliis Ltd, said: “The 
installation of the solar PV panels is a simple process 
being installed in less than a day and it can offer year on 
year savings of a householders’ annual electricity bills. We 
are pleased this partnership with the Housing Executive’s 
making a real difference to people’s lives.” 

NICVA has 
launched their 
2016 Sector 
Forecast Survey. 
The Survey was 
sent to over 4,000 organisations and 
this is your opportunity to tell us about 
what you think 2016 holds for your 
organisation.  
 
The Northern Ireland voluntary and 
community sector continues to operate 
within a difficult and uncertain financial 
climate, and for many organisations 
this has involved responding to and 
adapting to unprecedented change.  
 
This trend is set to continue in 2016 as 
further public expenditure cuts are 
implemented.  
 
In addition, 2016 is set to bring 
significant political change with the 
nine new government Departments 
coming into fruition and the Northern 
Ireland Assembly elections in May. 
 
NICVA is very keen to gain an 
understanding of what organisations 
feel 2016 holds for them.  
 
In order to elicit the sector’s views 
NICVA has laucnhed a short online 
survey entitled 2016 Sector Forecast 
Survey. The Survey has been sent to 
over 4,000 organisations in the 
voluntary, community and social 
entreprise sector.  
 
Results from the survey will be 
presented in the State of the Sector 7 
report.  The 2016 Sector Forecast 
Survey will be open for four weeks and 
all respondents will be entered into a 
prize draw to win an Amazon Fire 
tablet.  
 
If you would like more information 
about the Survey or NICVA’s research 
programme in general please contact 
Rachel Shannon 
(rachel.shannon@nicva.org). 

NICVA Launches 
2016 Sector  
Forecast Survey  

(l-r) Noel Rice, 

NIHE Energy 

Conservation 

Manager;  

Alison Williams, 

Tenant and  

Noel Hynes, 

Commercial 

Director Saliis 

Ltd. 

mailto:rachel.shannon@nicva.org


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 
At the full Assembly meeting held on Tuesday 2nd February 2016, the Minister for Social 
Development, Lord Morrow MLA, answered questions on a range of subjects including, Supporting People Review, 
Womens Centre Childcare Fund, Girdwood Community Complex in Belfast, the Transfer of Regeneration Powers to 
Councils, Funding for Independent Advice Services, funding for new social housing, Housing Benefit Fraud and the 
Review of the Private Rented Sector. 
 
The full questions and answers, as well as the record of the full proceedings, can be viewed at; http://
aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/02/02&docID=256790#1885822 

Social Development Committee 
At its most recent meetings the Committee has been considering Houses in Multiple Occupation Bill, Housing 
Executive Social Housing Social Enterprise Strategy and Welfare Reform Mitigations. The report of these sessions 
are available at; http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/committees/details.aspx?&cid=12 
 
In addition, the Minister has provided a written response to Members question; these can be viewed in the Weekly 
Answers Booklet. The answers can be viewed at; http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/
weeklywrittenresults.aspx?&fd=05/02/2016&s=18&m=01/02/2016 00:00:00 

Consultations 
Consultation on the Inter-Departmental Review 
of Housing Adaptations Services Final Report and Action Plan 2016 

The Department for Social Development (DSD) and the 
Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety 
(DHSSPS) have responsibility for different aspects of 
housing adaptations and are seeking your views on the 
Inter-Departmental Review of Housing Adaptations 
Services Final Report and Action Plan 2016.  

 
This consultation is being co-ordinated by the NIHE on 
behalf of both Departments. The Inter-Departmental 
Review of Housing Adaptations Services Final Report 
and Action Plan together with the consultation response 
document are available online.  

Alternative versions are available on request from John 
Montgomery, (NIHE, Housing Adaptations Policy Unit) 
on 028 90 318561.  
 
All responses will be analysed and Executive agreement 
will be sought prior to the publication of the Final Report 
and Action Plan; responses should be returned by 19 
April 2016. 

 

Have your say - Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 
consultation on draft accounting and reporting guidance 
The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has opened a public consultation on draft accounting and reporting 
guidance for Northern Ireland charities and Directions for independent examiners.  The guidance, and information 
on the consultation, can be viewed on the Commissions website at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk  
 
The Commission would like to hear from anyone with an interest in charity accounting and reporting, for example, 
charity trustees, organisations and professionals which help charities, as well as members of the public who are 
interested in charity accounting and reporting. Your views and feedback will shape the final guidance, informing the 
Commission of gaps and areas for improvement.  Please circulate information on the consultation through your own 
networks. 
 
The consultation will run from Friday 18 December 2015, for 12 weeks, closing at 
5pm on Friday 11 March 2016. 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/02/02&docID=256790#1885822
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/02/02&docID=256790#1885822
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/committees/details.aspx?&cid=12
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/


 

 

Publications 
NI Environment 
Link 
Publications 
NI Assembly Hub is available on the NIEL website 
highlighting all the environment related news and 
events taking place at Stormont. In this section 
you can see the main agenda items to be 
discussed this week at the Assembly and view our 
monthly review of the outcome of various 
Statements, Debates and Questions on 
environmental issues.  
 
To access the pages go to; http://
www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/ 
 
In addition, the EU Environmental News for 
January 2016 is available at; http://
www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-
January-2016.pdf 

 
Please click the link below to access the January 
edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for PCSPs 
which highlights local events and initiatives.  
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/
inpartnership_jan_2016.pdf 

During 2015 NIHE carried out a review of their 
‘Rural Homes and People’ policy in order to refresh 
its approach to addressing the specific housing 
needs of rural communities. Following discussions 
with key internal and external stakeholders and pre-
consultation with its Rural Residents Forum, 
‘Sustainable Rural Communities: A Review of 
Housing Executive Rural Housing Policy’ was 
prepared and has now been launched for public 
consultation. 
 
The draft policy proposals are available to view on 
their website at: http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/
corporate/consultation.htm. 

NIHE welcomes all consultation responses which 
will be used to shape the final policy framework and 
to develop the associated Rural Action Plan 2016-
2020.  
 
Please ensure that consultation responses are 
forwarded to: Sinead Collins, Rural Coordinator,  
2 Adelaide Street, Belfast BT2 8PB 
Or email to: rural.housing@nihe.gov.uk 
 
Please note that the deadline for responses is 
5pm, 21st March 2016. 

Sustainable Rural Communities:  
A Review of Housing Executive Rural Housing 

The Northern Ireland 
Housing Bulletin July – 
September 2015 is 
released 
A report entitled “Northern Ireland Housing 
Bulletin July - September 2015” was 
published today by the Department for 
Social Development (DSD). 
 
The Northern Ireland Housing Bulletin is 
produced each quarter by the Analytical 
Services Unit of the Department for Social 
Development.  
 
This Bulletin contains statistics on starts 
and completions, homelessness, the 
Residential Property Price Index and new 
National House Building Council (NHBC) 
registered dwellings sales and prices. 
 
The full report is available on the 
Departments website at; https://
www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/northern-
ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-
2015 

http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-January-2016.pdf
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-January-2016.pdf
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-January-2016.pdf
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/inpartnership_jan_2016.pdf
http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/inpartnership_jan_2016.pdf
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/corporate/consultation.htm
mailto:rural.housing@nihe.gov.uk
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2015
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2015
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2015
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-housing-bulletin-july-september-2015


 

 

Policy Issues Special Focus 
Evason working group publishes welfare 
reform mitigations package 

Professor Eileen Evason’s 
working group has published 
its report on how Welfare 
Reform should be mitigated by 
the NI Executive.  
 
The Welfare Reform 
Mitigations Working Group 
was established by the ‘A 

Fresh Start’ Agreement with scope to provide specific 
recommendations within a specific financial envelope: 
 

 Those claimants groups who could be defined as 
vulnerable and for whom the resources should be 
used to provide financial support additional to that 
of UK welfare system 

 How best to allocate the available funding to 
afford the greatest levels of protection taking 
account of the degree by which changes will 
impact on those vulnerable groups 

The Executive has agreed to implement the Working 
Group’s recommendations on top up payments. 
 
Housing Rights has provided an outline of the main 
observations and recommendations of the Working 
Group; follow the links below for a more detailed 
discussion of the Report’s contents written by Jenna 
Maghie at NICVA and for the full copy of Professor 
Evason’s final Report. 
 
The group’s recommendations include the full mitigation 
of the “bedroom tax”, and the mitigation of the household 
benefits cap, for an initial period of 4 years. The 
administration of the bedroom tax mitigation has yet to 
be decided. 
 

Welfare reform in Northern Ireland 
The bedroom tax, benefit cap and other measures were 
introduced by Westminster in March 2012.  
 
Since then, the NI Executive has been considering how 
to implement a programme of welfare reform in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
In November 2015, the ‘Fresh Start’ agreement was 
reached: welfare reform would be passed for Northern 
Ireland from Westminster, and the NI Executive would 
provide £585 million to fund a package of Welfare 
Reform mitigations over a period of 4 years.  
 
This money would be allocated by an expert working 
group led by Professor Eileen Evason, and would 
include the non-application of the “bedroom tax.” 
 
It was also agreed that additional funding would be 
made available for independent advice services, in 
recognition of the complexity of changes to the welfare 
system. 

 
 
 
 
 

Evason Working Group Mitigations 
The main elements of the package proposed by the 
Mitigations Working Group are: 
 

 The mitigation of the bedroom tax in Northern 
Ireland, for a period of 4 years. The administration 
of this scheme has not yet been decided: options 
could include the non-application of the bedroom 
tax, or the creation of a dedicated bedroom tax 
mitigations fund to which affected claimants could 
apply. 

 A package of supplementary payments for varying 
periods for carers, claimants with disabilities, 
claimants suffering from ill health and families. 
This includes a supplementary payment to fully 
mitigate any households affected by the benefit 
cap. 

 Publishing a dedicated advice strategy, which will 
aim to ensure that claimants have access to 
skilled, independent advice throughout the 
implementation of welfare reform. This would 
include an independent helpline to assist 
claimants with any sanctions applied. 

 

 A package of mitigations relating to Universal 
Credit, including: 

 
  Payment of rent directly to landlords; 
  The expansion of the Discretionary  
  Support Scheme to specifically include 
  “working poor” families, with a dedicated 
  budget of £35m per year from 2017/18; 
  The creation of a contingency fund of  
  £2m to make emergency payments where 
  hardship occurs due to difficulties with 
  Universal Credit; 
  Steps to improve the financial capability 
  of those affected including: support for food 
  poverty measures; the creation of a Welfare 
  Reform Information Network involving the 
  voluntary, faith and public sectors; and 
  support for credit unions in providing  
  socially responsible credit. 
 

Cont’d 

https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/welfare-reform-mitigations-working-group-report.pdf
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/welfare-reform-mitigations-working-group-report.pdf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/news/benefit-sanctions-disproportionately-affect-homeless-claimants


 

 

The Welfare Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 
2015 
The Welfare Reform Order has four main elements: 
 

1 Universal Credit will replace six current benefits 

 and tax credits, including Jobseeker’s Allowance, 
 Housing Benefit, and Child and Working Tax 
 Credits. Universal Credit will be available to the 
 unemployed and low-income working households, 
 and is structured with the aim of incentivising work. 
 

2 Personal Independence Payment [PIP] will replace 

 Disability Living Allowance [DLA]. Where currently, 
 DLA can be claimed at any of three rates (‘low’, 
 ‘middle’ and ‘high’), PIP has only two rates – 
 ‘standard’ and ‘enhanced’ – which are broadly 
 similar to the middle and high rates of DLA. This 
 effectively means that low-rate disability is not 
 compensated by PIP. In addition, PIP claimants 
 must undergo rigorous medical assessments and 
 re-assessments in order to claim the benefit; 
 concerns have been raised about the quality and 
 consistency of these assessments. 
 

3 Social Sector Size Criteria or the “Bedroom Tax”. 

 Under Welfare Reform, housing benefit for the 
 social sector will become similar to the Local 
 Housing Allowance system that applies for private 
 tenants and households will only be entitled to 
 claim benefit for the number of bedrooms they are 
 seen to require. If the property has more bedrooms 
 than the claimants are seen to need their Housing 
 Benefit is substantially reduced. This policy was 
 intended to foster more efficient use of housing 
 stock and to contain growing Housing Benefit 
 spending. The bedroom tax has been opposed by 
 a range of political parties across Northern Ireland; 
 the Fresh Start agreement has confirmed that the 
 bedroom tax will not be applied in Northern Ireland 
 for at least four years. 
 

4 Benefit Cap. The benefit cap places an overall limit 

 on the amount of benefits a working-age household 
 can receive. The 2012 Welfare Reform Act sets 
 this figure at £26,000 per year for family 
 households, and £18,200 for single persons. 
 Claimants receiving DLA, PIP, Attendance 
 Allowance, the support component of ESA or 
 industrial injuries benefits are exempt from the cap. 

 

What happens next? 
 
Professor Evason’s working group is due to brief the 
Social Development Committee in February; secondary 
legislation will then be developed and passed to 
implement the group’s recommendations. Regulations 
must be passed before the Assembly goes into recess in 
mid-March. The Northern Ireland (Welfare Reform) Order 
2015 is due to receive Royal Assent on 1st May 2016; 
changes to the welfare system will then be implemented 
across Northern Ireland over the next few years. 
 
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/news/
evason-working-group-publishes-welfare-reform-
mitigations-package#sthash.GBlf3fie.dpuf 
 
For the NICVA Article, go to;  
http://www.nicva.org/article/evason-report-too-long-didnt-
read 
 
And the Full report, Welfare Reform Mitigations Working 
Group Report; https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/
files/publications/ofmdfm/welfare-reform-mitigations-
working-group-report.pdf 

Focus on Housing Policy 
If we want to solve the housing crisis, we must answer these three questions  

As housing charity Shelter turns 50, the country is still 
plagued by overcrowding, rogue landlords, insecure 
tenancies and homelessness. How do we even begin to 
make things better? 
 
Paul Mason writes in The Guardian newspaper 
“If you wanted to photograph the modern housing 
problem you’d go to the coffee shops where young 
people perch over laptops, late into the night, rather than 
endure their overcrowded flat. You would photograph the 
sofa-surfers; the migrants forced to live in converted 
garages; the families packing their bags as rent hikes 
and benefit cuts in the private rented sector force them 
to move to the periphery of towns and cities, or throw 
themselves at the local council for help. 
 
The root of this problem is not one of policy – though the 
row over social housing and housing supply will probably 
shape this parliament – the deeper problem is the 
financialisation of home ownership.” 
 

First: how much space are people entitled to live in? 
 
Second: what is the optimal balance between the 
private, social and state-owned rented housing and the 
owner-occupied sector? 
 
Third: what do we mean by “affordable”– when it comes 
to either rents or prices on state-specified newbuild 
homes? 
 
For the answer to these questions and the full article, 
visit the Guardian website at;  
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/08/
if-we-want-to-solve-the-housing-crisis-we-must-answer-
these-three-questions 
  

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/publication/managing-impact-universal-credit
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/387981/pip-assessment-first-independent-review.pdf
http://www.housingadviceni.org/advice-private-tenants/housing-benefit-tenants
http://www.housingadviceni.org/advice-private-tenants/housing-benefit-tenants
http://www.housingadviceni.org/advice-private-tenants/housing-benefit-tenants
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/news/government-bedroom-tax-report-finds-78-tenants-run-out-money-weekend
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file:///C:/Users/EtainN/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Q32C85QE/Housing%20Rights%20will%20be%20offering%20training%20on%20â�˜Welfare%20Reform:%20The%20Housing%20Implicationsâ�™%20on%20this%20date.%20To%20book%20yo
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Events 
Rural housing -  
practice to policy event 
Monday, 22nd February, 10am-1pm 
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre,  
Oxford Island, Craigavon 

This event has been organised in partnership with 
NI Housing Executive Rural Unit and Rural 
Community Network.   
 
Participants will hear about: 
 The experiences of Forkhill Community 

Development Association about how social 
housing development has contributed to 
regeneration and village renewal in their area. 

 
 The impact of a whole community approach 

to health and well-being developed by ARC 
Healthy Living Centre in Irvinestown. 

 

 How Rathlin Development and Community 
Association worked with the Housing 
Executive to identify hidden demand for social 
housing and worked to bring new social 
housing to their community.  

 
Part of the event will be set aside to hearing 
participant’s views on the new NI Housing 
Executive draft Rural Policy. 
 
To register to attend the event please email Teresa 
McKernan at teresa@ruralcommunitynetwork.org 
or telephone 028 8676 6670 
 

Community Places  
Events 

The new Planning System in 
Fermanagh and Omagh District 
Council - Community Information 
Event   
This information and capacity building workshop 
will explain how the new Planning System in 
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council works.    
  
23 February 2016  
(Fermanagh House, Enniskillen) 
 
1 March 2016  
(Omagh Community House) 
          
Free, Refreshments Provided   
   
Book via: Email: info@communityplaces.info   
or call Community Places  Tel: 028 9023 9444  

Find out about the Planning System 
in Mid and East Antrim Borough 
Council  
Thursday, 18 February 2016   
Registration from 1.45 pm          
Information Session 2.00 pm - 3.30 pm  
 
The Braid, 1-29 Bridge Street, Ballymena  
 
FREE, Refreshments Provided 
 
Book via: Email:  info@communityplaces.info   
or online at; https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
KPTX  
or call Community Places Tel: 028 9023 9444  
 
Who Should Attend these events? 
This event is for community, voluntary and 
environmental  groups and those working within 
the community and voluntary sector.  

mailto:teresa@ruralcommunitynetwork.org
mailto:clare@communityplaces.info?subject=Booking%20confirmation%20-%20Planning%20Info%20Event%2010%2F03%2F15&body=I%20would%20like%20to%20confirm%20my%20attendance%20at%20the%20Planning%20Information%20Event.%20%0aMy%20details%20are%3A%0aName%0aAddress%0aEma
mailto:clare@communityplaces.info?subject=Booking%20confirmation%20-%20Planning%20Info%20Event%2010%2F03%2F15&body=I%20would%20like%20to%20confirm%20my%20attendance%20at%20the%20Planning%20Information%20Event.%20%0aMy%20details%20are%3A%0aName%0aAddress%0aEma
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KPTX
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KPTX


 

 

This one-day Social Housing Practitioners 
Conference is aimed at practitioner staff 
and will be useful for Housing Officers, 
Maintenance Officers, Development 
Officers and Community Support Workers, 
as well as managers in these operational 
areas. 
 
During the conference experts from the local and 
UK housing sector will give valuable insight into a 
range of practical issues facing today’s social 
housing practitioners. 
 
There will also be an overview of the sector's 
changing political and economic landscape. 
 
Hear from leading sector and non-sector specialists 
on… 
 
 the impact on NI’s social housing sector from 

our changing political, economic and policy 
landscape 

 
 what changes will NI’s Welfare Reform bring 

to your tenants? 
 
 outstanding customer service 

 innovative approaches to address ‘hoarding’ 
 
 dealing with anti social behaviour 
 
 technology innovation for housing practitioner 

staff 
 
 how Housing Associations support 

communities to develop and thrive 
 
 new approaches to lettings and allocations… 

how to best manage voids 
 
 effective response maintenance services 
 
Plus more….. 
 
Book Now for this inaugural NIFHA Conference for 
Social Housing Practitioner Staff. 
 
MEMBER RATE £130 +vat 
ASSOCIATE RATE £145 +vat 
NON MEMBER RATE £155 +vat 
 
For more information contact Sally McCone Tel: 
(028) 9089 7694 or 07947516121  

Events cont’d 

Community Development and  
Health Network Manifesto Launch  
Tuesday 23rd February 2016 in The Long Gallery, Stormont 
 
For more information and to register, go to;  
http://www.cdhn.org/sites/default/files/pictures/agenda%20%283%29.pdf  

mailto:smccone@nifha.org
http://www.cdhn.org/sites/default/files/pictures/agenda%20%283%29.pdf


 

 

Training 

Interactive workshops for  
community groups     
Making energy efficiency in the  
home come alive including  
information on how to… 
 
Use less energy to achieve the same or a better result 
Get the most heat from the energy we use 
Keep that heat where it is needed for as long as 
possible 
 
NEA is holding the two hour workshops for Community 
Groups in Northern Ireland 
 
For further information and for booking please contact Paul 
Wallace at; paul.wallace@nea.org.uk or Tel 028 9023 
9909 
 
The workshops are supported  
by the Housing Executive 

Free Gardening Course  
at Incredible Edible 
Cloughmills 
The course they offer is a City and Guilds level 1 in 
horticulture and is delivered over a 6 week period - 
one 3 hour session a week. This is under an 
employability programme funded under European 
Social Fund delivered by The Conservation 
Volunteers. Participants need to be either 
unemployed or economically inactive. There is no 
cost for the training.   
 
The course is very informal and participants really 
enjoy participating. They cover 4 core units and can 
tailor the course to whatever participants would like 
to learn, or whatever is relevant for the site or 
season. 
 
There is no start date but they anticipate that it will 
start as soon as they have a group of willing 
participants within the next few weeks.  
 
To book a place Tel 07786527732 or Email 
frewpatrick@gmail.com 

You can now register for free support from trained 
Digital Champions, thanks to an exciting new initiative 
from Tinder Foundation and Lloyds Banking Group -
allowing their colleagues to volunteer across the UK 
online centres network. 
 
We know how busy you all are. Thousands of new 
learners come into UK online centres across the 
country every week, and every bit of help makes a 
difference. That’s where Lloyds Banking Group Digital 
Champions come in. These volunteers could help your 
learners with a range of activities, from setting up and 
sending emails to using their smartphone or tablet. 
 
How you can get involved:  
Step 1: Register your opportunity and details. 
Step 2: Tinder Foundation shares your details with  
    Lloyds Banking Group. 
Step 3: Starting in a few weeks' time, Lloyds Banking 
   Group Digital Champions get in touch with you 
   when they have volunteers available in your 
   area. 
It’s that simple! 
We believe that corporate partners can play a huge 
part in tackling digital exclusion. Lloyds Banking Group 
have committed to recruiting 20,000 colleagues as 
Digital Champions and we’re really proud they’re 
working with Tinder Foundation, helping those that 
need it most. 

mailto:frewpatrick@gmail.com
http://tinderfoundation.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=256e537e2761403e2813af2a3&id=bde2d0684a&e=fd99c4b4f8


 

 

Housing Rights Training Courses 

Training cont’d 

Belfast - Housing Rights  
Thursday, February 18, 2016 - 10:00 
to Friday, February 19, 2016 - 16:00 
Renting privately offers choice and flexibility to 
people who cannot buy their own homes or who 
cannot access social rented property due to high 
levels of demand. 
 
The number of landlords who let out property has 
increased. Renting privately has become the default 
option for an increasingly diverse range of 
households, including students, young professionals, 
families and increasingly many vulnerable 
households with varying social needs. 
 
This two day course will look at: 

 the rights and obligations of tenants 

 the rights and obligations of landlord 

 the issues in relation to affordability and 

accessibility of a tenancy 

 Rights and responsibilities of ending a 

tenancy. 
 
Who should attend? 
This course will be of particular importance to 
housing advisers, community/residents groups, 
benefit advisors, political party constituency offices, 
private, social and hostel accommodation providers 
and the legal profession. 
 
Accredited through the Open College Network.Those 
wishing to register for the accreditation will have an 
additional fee of £75.00 
 
See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/
private-rented-sector#sthash.NDL9FfkP.dpuf  

Private Renting 

Belfast - Housing Rights  
Monday, February 29, 2016 - 10:00 to 
16:00 
The housing rights of migrants emanate from a 
complex array of immigration, housing and social 
security legislation.   
 
The aim of this one-day course is to enable 
participants to understand the housing rights of 
migrants living in Northern Ireland. Housing rights in 
this context refers to the right to: 
 

 Access social housing 

 Access homelessness assistance 

 Access Housing Benefit to pay for 

accommodation. 
 
The course will focus on: 

 The distinct categories of migrants 

 The rights of migrants to reside in the UK 

 The rights of migrants to work in the UK and 

the impact of their economic status (or lack of) 
on their rights to access social housing and 
homelessness assistance and housing benefit 

 Help available to migrants from Social Services 

 Help available to asylum seekers and 

refugees. 
 

See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/
migrants-and-housing-0#sthash.FHurAWxd.dpuf 

Migrants and Housing 

Prevention of homelessness as a consequence of mortgage debt 
25 February, Belfast - 5 hours—Free to those who provide housing debt advice* 
 
OCN Accredited 
Do you work with people who are struggling to pay their mortgage? 
 
The aim of this one day course is to enable participants to understand the issues surrounding mortgage debt and 
its potential impact on housing. 
 
The course will focus on: 

 Types of mortgage loan & rights of mortgagee  

 Secured loans – regulated and unregulated 

 Options & strategies for dealing with mortgage arrears  

 Court processes for possession   

 Role of Enforcement of Judgments Office in possession actions  

 Re-housing options for clients  
 
*conditions apply 
Email training@housingrights.org.uk to see if you qualify for a FREE place. 

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/private-rented-sector#sthash.NDL9FfkP.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/private-rented-sector#sthash.NDL9FfkP.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/migrants-and-housing-0#sthash.FHurAWxd.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/migrants-and-housing-0#sthash.FHurAWxd.dpuf
mailto:training@housingrights.org.uk


 

 

Funding 
 
Skills & Opportunities Fund – Ulster Bank  
Skills and Opportunities fund is 
open for applications from 
charities, social enterprises, 
community groups and state-
funded schools and colleges 
based in the UK and Ireland.  
 
They are keen to receive 
applications for smaller grants for 
regional and local projects that 
support employability, education 
and skills and enterprise 
development.   
 
 

Ulster Bank want to know that 
making a difference in our 
communities is often about 
helping people help themselves.  
 
The Skills & Opportunities Fund 
commits £2.5m per year to fund 
projects aimed at helping people 
to learn new skills, get into work 
or start a business.  Ulster Bank 
will distribute £250,000 per year 
over the next three years to 
support inspiring projects across 
the island of Ireland.  
  

Applications for the Skills & 
Opportunities Fund will open 
on 1 February at noon and will 
remain open until 19 February 
at noon. 
 
For further information and to 
check you are eligible and that 
your project meets the criteria to 
apply - http://skillsand 
opportunitiesfund.ulsterbank.com 

Heart Research UK - Healthy Heart Grants Open to 
Applications 
Grants of up to £5,000 and grants of up to £10,000 are available to support new, original and innovative 
projects designed to promote heart health and to prevent or reduce the risks of heart disease in specific 
groups or communities. 
 
Grants are available for heart health projects only, and not for general healthy lifestyle projects. Projects 
must focus on, and actively promote, heart health for the duration of the project. 
 
Community and voluntary organisations, registered charities and other not-for-profit organisations in the 
UK are eligible to apply.  
In exceptional circumstances, where a project has a very strong heart element applications will be 
considered from researchers. 
 
The deadline for applications is 30 March 2016 (midnight). 
 
For further information - http://heartresearch.org.uk/community-grants 

Sign up to The Big Lunch 2016! 
Pop your details into the form to order a Big Lunch pack or simply let them know you’re 
taking part in The Big Lunch this year. Please note, only one pack can be sent per address 
and packs will be sent out from February 2016.  
 
Packs include everything you need to get started from invites to stickers. This year's Big Lunch takes place on 
Sunday 12th June but all materials are undated so you can organise your event on a date that best suits 
your community.  
 
Up until June they’ll be revealing some awesome monthly giveaways just for Big Lunchers.  
 
If you live outside the UK and want to take part, request your downloadable pack by emailing 
international@thebiglunch.com 
 
For further information - http://www.thebiglunch.com/join-in/registercrm-2016.php 

http://skillsandopportunitiesfund.ulsterbank.com
http://skillsandopportunitiesfund.ulsterbank.com
mailto:international@thebiglunch.com
http://www.thebiglunch.com/join-in/registercrm-2016.php
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Celebrating Age 2016!  
Linking Generations NI 
The Public Health Agency is supporting the 'Celebrating Age' project this year 
again, to mark Friday 29th April, which is EU Day of Solidarity between 
Generations. 
 
This year they want to support 33 activities (3 in each of the 11 new local 
council areas in Northern Ireland). They wany to give up to £150 to each group 
to enable you to host a celebration event/project/activity that will contribute to 
making Northern Ireland Age-friendly. 
 
They want generations to work together to build communities for all ages. 
 
As with previous years, they are looking for applications that are about celebrating relationships between 
generations in neighbourhoods, workplaces, schools, care homes, community centres, youth groups or... 
anywhere!  
 
Celebrating Age 2016! Linking Generations NI want to support up to 33 activities/events/parties/projects 
across NI to celebrate 29th April, EU Day of Solidarity between Generations. 
 
Closing date for completed application forms is Monday 7th March. 
If you have any questions, please email: infolgni@bjf.org.uk or telephone 02891813022. 
 
Find out more and get the application form here: 
http://linkinggenerationsni.com/uncategorized/celebrating-age-2016-small-grant-scheme/ 

The Small Grants Round - will be open from 

March 1
st

 – April 4
th

 5pm GMT 2016 

The maximum amount you may request is €10,000, 
or £8,000 for organisations based in Northern 
Ireland.  
 
Projects seeking larger grant amounts will not be 
considered through the Small Grants Round. 
 
Small Grants Round Funding Priorities Under our 
four pillars of Arts & Culture, Community 
Development, Education and Peace & 
Reconciliation. 
 
The Ireland Funds has identified 7 priorities, which 
are listed below. 
 
Arts & Culture 
 · Promoting Culture and Heritage 

Community Development 
 · Investing in Ireland’s Communities 
 · Assisting Disadvantaged Youth 
 · Promoting Philanthropy in Ireland 
 · Assisting the Elderly or Forgotten Irish 
 
Education 
 · Providing Access to Education 
 
Peace & Reconciliation 
 · Supporting a Shared Future for Northern Ireland 
 
 
For assistance with the Grant Round application 
form, please contact The Ireland Funds Grants 
Team by email at grantsinfo@irlfunds.org.  
 
For further information regarding the funding  
http://theirelandfunds.org/ireland  
 

mailto:infolgni@bjf.org.uk
http://linkinggenerationsni.com/uncategorized/celebrating-age-2016-small-grant-scheme/
mailto:grantsinfo@irlfunds.org
http://theirelandfunds.org/ireland


 

 

‘Together: Building a United Community’ – Summer 
Camps 2015 Invitation to capacity Building 
Workshops 
The 'Together: Building a United 
Community' Strategy, published in May 
2013, aims to improve community 
relations and continue the journey 
towards a more united and shared 
society. As part of the strategy, in April 
2015, the First and Deputy First Minister 
announced the launch of a pilot 
programme of summer camps for young 
people.  
 
The ultimate goal of the programme – ‘to 
build positive relationships amongst 
young people across divided 
communities’ – requires that appropriate 
good relations based learning 
opportunities be integrated throughout 
all phases of the summer camps. 
Following moderation and review of the 
2015 Summer Camps, the Education 
Authority (EA) has agreed to provide a 
range of information and capacity 
building workshops to further support 
groups in the design and provision of 
their summer camps activities. 
 
Workshops will be offered in 6 locations 
across Northern Ireland, and in each 
location 2 types of workshop will be 
provided. The first will address links 
between programme design/planning 
and the application process (Workshop 
A), and the second will explore 
curriculum and practical ideas for 
integrating appropriate good relations 
learning activities into the 3 phases – 
pre-camp, camp and post-camp – of 
Summer Camp (Workshop B).  
 
Additionally, a ‘clinic’ will be offered in 
each location that will provide an 
opportunity for groups/projects to bring 
their specific questions and issues and 
receive bespoke advice and support. 
 

 

Groups who have interest in the T:BUC Summer Camp Programme, are invited, and may take up to a maximum of 
two places at one or both of the workshops at any one of the 6 available venues. Projects may also request one of 
the 6 x 30 minute clinic appointments available at the same venue.  
 
The venues and dates are detailed in the table and for further information and a registration form to book a place 
for the dates and venue that are suitable contact: Krystle Dempster (krystle.dempster@eani.org.uk).  
 

Registration closes on or before 23 February 2016.  

Funding cont’d 


