
 

 

 18th January 2016 

Welcome to Supporting Communities                     

47th Edition of E-Zine, bringing you Best 

Practice from the Community Sector; 

Funding and Training Updates and Policy 

Developments in Northern Ireland, Great 

Britain and Republic of Ireland. 

Tenant Engagement in Governance:  

A review of models and practices (2015-2016) 

 

 

 

 

T 
he Housing and Communities Research 

Group at the University of Birmingham has 

been commissioned by The Northern Ireland 

Housing Executive to undertake a study of 

Tenant involvement in Governance: models and 

practices.    

 

The aim of the project is to explore the relevance of 

international models and practices of tenant 

involvement in governance to evolving governance of 

social housing in Northern Ireland.  

 

In the first part of the project they will identify a 

typology of models used to facilitate tenant 

involvement in housing governance in Great Britain 

(GB) and Europe. This will involve a literature review 

and expert input. It will also identify the current 

context for housing governance in Northern Ireland 

(NI) through scoping interviews with stakeholders in 

Northern Ireland.  

 

The second part of the project will undertake case 

study work to understand more about how the GB  

and Europe models work in practice and the 

appropriateness of different models to the housing 

sector in NI.  

 

There will be three case studies selected after 

consultation with experts including Supporting 

Communities, Northern Ireland Federation of  

Housing Associations and the Project Advisory Group. 

 

The final part of the project will consult with NI 

stakeholders including tenants and residents through a 

series of three consultation events to be held in May 

and June 2016.  This will include a NIHE Intelligence 

Exchange event and two regional workshops facilitated 

by Supporting Communities. 

 

All participants in the study will be asked to give 

informed consent and will have the right to withdraw 

at any stage. Individual tenant and resident participants 

will be anonymous. Organisations taking part in the 

study will be asked for permission to include material 

they have supplied in project reports, webpage and 

learning events. They aim to complete the study by 

September 2016. 

 

In welcoming the Research, 

Colm McDaid, Chief 

Executive of Supporting 

Communities, commented; 

“Supporting Communities are 

pleased to be able to offer 

assistance to Professor David 

Mullins and the Housing and 

Communities Research Group 

at the University of 

Birmingham in carrying out this important research which 

has been commissioned by the Housing Executive.   

 

It is very timely, given the commitment to produce the final 

TP Strategy for NI by the DSD in the next few weeks and I 

would encourage all relevant stakeholders and particularly 

tenants, including HCN members, to get involved in the 

various consultation opportunities over the next few 

months.” 



 

 

Justice in the Community Awards Launched 

J 
ustice Minister David Ford has launched the 2015/16 

‘Justice in the Community’ Awards which seek to 

recognise individuals and teams from across Northern 

Ireland who have made an outstanding contribution to 

building a better and safer community.   

 

The awards are open to individuals or groups working within 

the voluntary, community or statutory sectors.   

 

Further information including 

links to the nomination form can 

also be found on 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/justiceawards. 

 

The closing date for nominations is Monday 1st February.  A 

judging panel will assess the nominations in February and the 

awards will culminate in an awards ceremony to be held at 

Parliament Buildings on 2nd March. 

 

New Charity Accounting and  

Reporting Legislation 

T 
he Department for Social Development (DSD) has made new legislation 

which will cover the accounting and reporting requirements for all 

registered charities in Northern Ireland. 

 

The Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 and The Charities Act 2008 (Substitution of Sums) 

Order (Northern Ireland) 2015 will be effective from 1 January 2016. The new regulations provide for the preparation and 

scrutiny of charity accounts as well as the content of the annual report. Aspects of these new regulations will affect all 

charities regardless of legal structure and whether or not they are stand-alone charities or are parent charities with 

subsidiaries. 

 

DSD held a public consultation earlier this year on the proposed new regulations which closed at the end of October. 

 

The Department has increased the threshold for both the independent examination and the preparation of accrual accounts 

to £250,000 from the proposed £100,000 threshold; at the same time the legislation did not increase the threshold at which a 

charity must carry out an audit, and it will be fixed at £500,000 so charities with trading subsidiaries will be required to carry 

out an audit of both the charity and of its trading subsidiary if the combined income of both is £500,000 or above. 

 

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland is expected to begin its consultation on the guidance for these new regulations 

in the coming weeks. 

 

Oil Clubs- An Update! 

27 Oil Clubs have now been Established; - See digital map - 

https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1502916   

 

 Over 2,000 members have joined 

 

 138 oil buys completed 

 

 Total orders of over 730,000 litres of oil delivered to 

over 1,000 homes 

 

 Savings of over 12% (£22.31) for 500 litres of oil when 

compared to Consumer Council average prices for 

500 litres 

 

 

Bryson Energy is trying to encourage as many people as 

possible to join their local oil clubs as a means of budgeting 

and saving money on their oil heating costs for the Winter 

season.  

  

For further information contact Bryson Energy on 0800 1422 

867; TEXT 07939 843716; Email oilclubs@brysonenergy.org 

or see Bryson energy website - www.brysonenergy.org/

projects-and-partnerships/140-oil-buying-club-scheme.html or 

check out the Bryson Energy Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/BrysonEnergy   

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/justiceawards
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2015/384/contents/made
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http://www.brysonenergy.org/projects-and-partnerships/140-oil-buying-club-scheme.html
http://www.brysonenergy.org/projects-and-partnerships/140-oil-buying-club-scheme.html
http://www.facebook.com/BrysonEnergy


 

 

NI Assembly 
Assembly Update 
At the full Assembly meeting held on Monday 11th January 2016 the Minister for Social Development, Mr Mervyn Storey MLA, 

indicated the final Tenant Participation Strategy along with an action plan will be published in January. The Minister also 

addressed other issues raised by members, including Homelessness, Town and City Centre Renewal, Neighbourhood Renewal, 

Social Enterprise and Social Economy, Community Asset Transfer and Syrian Refugees 

For a full report of the session go to;  

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/01/11&docID=253922#1804121 

 

Following the full session of the Assembly on Tuesday 12th January 2016, the DUP's Mervyn Storey has been appointed as 

Finance Minister for Northern Ireland.  He replaces his party colleague Arlene Foster, who held the finance job until she 

became First Minister on Monday past after Peter Robinson stepped down.  Mr Storey, who held the social development 

portfolio, will be replaced by Lord Morrow who had previously held the Ministerial post at the Department. 

Social Development Committee 
The Committee for Social Development is currently considering the Housing (Amendment) Bill and the Houses in Multiple 

Occupation Bill and has been considered by the committee. Following the second reading of the Bill at the Plenary session of 

the Assembly on Monday 7th December 2015 the Bill was passed back to the committee.  

To view the report of the session, go to;  

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/12/07&docID=251986#1760431 

 

The Assembly has been in Recess and the forward work programme for the committee for the coming months is available at; 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/social-development/forward-work-plan/ 

Consultations 

The Department for Social development Private Rented Branch has published a Discussion Document on the Review of the 

Role and Regulation of the Private Rented Sector. The aim of the review is to consider the current and potential future role of 

the sector and access the effectiveness of current regulation, identifying where improvements can be made to help make the 

private rented sector a more attractive housing option. 

 

For more information on the consultation process go to;  

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/review-role-and-regulation-private-rented-sector 

The closing date for the consultation is Friday 5th February 2016 

Review of the Role and Regulation of the Private Rented Sector 

Tackling Rural Poverty and Social Isolation 

Framework 
DARD has launched a consultation on proposals for a successor to its Tackling Rural 

Poverty and Social Isolation (TRPSI) Framework 2011-15.  The TRPSI Framework is a DARD-led initiative aimed at tackling 

rural poverty and social isolation through a package of measures designed to target the effects of poverty and social isolation 

among vulnerable rural dwellers. The consultation will run for a period of 9 weeks from 18 November 2015 and will close on 

20 January 2016.  

 

To view the consultation documents and for further information go to  
https://www.dardni.gov.uk/consultations/proposals-successor-dard%E2%80%99s-tackling-rural-poverty-and-social-isolation-framework-2011 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/01/11&docID=253922#1804121
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/12/07&docID=251986#1760431
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Consultation on an 

Alternative Method for 

Funding Money Damages 
The Department of Justice has published a Consultation 

on An Alternative Method for Funding Money Damages 

Claims. 

 

The Consultation can be downloaded from the 

Department of Justice Website: https://www.dojni.gov.uk/

consultations/alternative-method-funding-money-damages-

claims   

 

The Consultation follows the Report of the Access to 

Justice Review Part II and deals specifically with the 

recommendations in the Report concerning an alternative 

method of funding money damages claims.   

 

While the full Report is subject to a separate consultation 

(which was launched on 3 November 2015) it was 

considered appropriate to hold a specific consultation on 

funding money damages claims to focus on the detailed 

recommendations in the Report and ensure the complex 

issues involved are given appropriate consideration. 

 

The consultation period closes on 19 February 

2016.     

Consultation on Draft 

Amendments to the Sex 

Discrimination (Northern 

Ireland) Order 1976 
The Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister has 

issued a consultation document setting out proposals to 

amend the Sex Discrimination (Northern Ireland) Order 1976 

(the 1976 Order).  

 

The proposed amendments are necessary to ensure that 

domestic law fully complies with Council Directive 2006/54/

EC of 5 July 2006. This EU Directive implements the principle 

of equal opportunities and equal treatment of men and 

women in matters of employment and occupation.  

 

A copy of OFMDFM’s consultation document can be obtained 

online via the OFMDFM website at the following web address:  

www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/gender-equality 

The Department of Finance and Personnel has commenced a public consultation on a wide 

ranging review of the non-domestic rating system. 

 

For more information on the consultation process go to;  

https://www.dfpni.gov.uk/consultations/review-northern-irelands-non-domestic-rating-system 

The closing date for responses is Monday 25th January 2016  

Review of Northern Ireland's Non-Domestic Rating System 

Consultations cont’d 

Use of seat belts by child passengers 

aged 3-13 years on buses and 

coaches 
Department of the Environment 

https://www.doeni.gov.uk/consultations/use-seat-

belts-by-child-passengers-aged-3-13-years-buses-and-

coaches  

Closing date; 5th February 2016 

Health and Social Care reform and 

transformation - Getting the 

structures right 
Department of Health, Social Services and Public 

Safety 

https://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/consultations/health-and-

social-care-reform-and-transformation-getting-

structures-right 

Closing date; 12th February 2016 
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Policy Issues Special Focus 
Consultation proposes that charities pay rates 

The Department for Finance and Personnel have published a consultation paper on the future direction of non-

domestic rates in Northern Ireland. The consultation period will last for a period of twelve weeks closing on 25th 

January. 

I 
n November 2013, the then Finance Minister, 

Simon Hamilton announced to the Assembly his 

intention to undertake a full review of the non-

domestic taxation system. On 12 May 2015, 

Minister Foster announced to the Assembly her 

intention to proceed with this review. The review will 

consider whether the current system is fit for purpose 

and whether there are alternative ways of raising 

revenue from those who do business in Northern 

Ireland.   

 

An Innovation Lab was held in early June, which was 

attended by representatives from a range of interest 

groups, business organisations, local government, 

academia and professional bodies. More information on 

the Innovation Lab is available here. The Innovation Lab 

helped shape the terms of reference for the review.  

 

The consultation paper primarily focuses on the current 

system of non-domestic taxation but will also welcome 

views on any alternative system that could be used to 

either replace or supplement part of the revenue 

currently raised from the business sector through the 

rating system.  

 

The consultation paper considers the income 

composition of registered charities in Northern Ireland 

with 80% of registered charities earning less than £200k 

a year which accounts for less than 20% of the sector's 

income. Charities with an income of more than £200k 

make up less than 20% of the sector but account for 

more than 80% of the total income. 

 

The paper states that 'given the evidence it could be 

argued that it is both appropriate and affordable for some of 

the organisations currently benefiting from a 100% 

exemption to make some contribution towards their rates.  

 

 

 

 

This is especially pertinent considering that the charitable 

exemption elsewhere within the UK is 80% (although DFP is 

of the view that if changes are to be made to the 100% non

-domestic exemption then changes should only apply to 

those sectors that compete directly with commercial 

undertakings).'  

 

NICVA has published its basic position on this issue;  

 

NICVA believes that all charities should continue to be 

exempt from paying rates because the public benefit 

derived from the work of charities far outweighs any 

potential revenue. A request has been made for more 

information from DFP on a number of the issues raised 

in the consultation and NICVA will be making a robust 

response in defence of the position of the voluntary and 

community sector. 

 

If you're concerned about how much your organisation 

may be liable to pay if changes are made, use the step 

by step guide to working out your rates bill.  

 

In addition, Jenny McEneaney at 

NICVA has prepared a summary 

of the consultation document and 

a summary of the principal points 

NICVA will be making to 

government. 

 

To read this article, visit the 

NICVA website at;  

http://www.nicva.org/article/non-domestic-rates-review-

consultation?utm_source=eNews+subscribers& 

utm_campaign=bad308ac38-eNews_22_December_ 

2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-

bad308ac38-313465361 

 

Supporting Communities would encourage all 

charities to look closely at the proposed changes 

and make their own responses accordingly. 

 

http://www.dfpni.gov.uk/news/foster-seeks-views-business-rates-review
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Publications 

SCOPE Magazine 
NICVA has published Scope magazine;  

To read the current issue, go to;  http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

Law Centre NI 
The December 2015 e-newsletter is now available from the 

Law Centre NI.  

 

To view and to share, go to;  

http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/?

u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id 

=e3c409dab0&e=c2b6ae91b3 

NI Environment Link 

Publications 
NI Assembly Hub is available on the NIEL website 

highlighting all the environment related news and events 

taking place at Stormont.  

 

In this section you can see the main agenda items to be 

discussed this week at the Assembly and view our monthly 

review of the outcome of various Statements, Debates and 

Questions on environmental issues.  

 

To access the pages go to; http://

www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/ 

 
The NIEL Assembly News for December 2015 is available 

at; http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/Assembly-

News-December-2015.pdf 

 

Age NI 

Website and 

New Life 

Magazine 
Age NI Life magazine highlights the range of activities and 

support that is offered and share positive stories from 

inspirational older people Age NI works with, who are living 

fulfilling later lives. 

 

For the website, visit;  

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/northern-ireland/ 

 

For NI Life Magazine, go to; http://www.ageuk.org.uk/

northern-ireland/about-us/our-work/age-ni-magazine/?

mc_cid=63719979bb&mc_eid=d02668d741 

 

 

 

 

Ulster Community Investment 

Trust (UCIT)  
The lender for the third sector in Northern Ireland 

Ulster Community Investment Trust (UCIT) is a Charity 

which provides loans exclusively to other third sector 

organisations such as community groups, charities, sports 

clubs and social enterprises in Northern Ireland. Since 

2001 it has committed in excess of £50 million to over 

360 organisations in Northern Ireland and the Republic of 

Ireland. 

 

UCIT has launched its new website which is available to 

view at; http://www.ucitltd.com/ 

Please click the link below to access the January edition of 

inpartnership – the newsletter for PCSPs which highlights 

local events and initiatives.  

http://www.pcsps.org/Homepage/inpartnership_jan_2016.pdf 
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Launch of Revised Code of Good Governance 
Date & Time: Friday, 29 January 2016 - 10.00am to 12.30pm 

Venue: NICVA, 61 Duncairn Gardens, Belfast 

The revised Code of Governance and its accompanying 

resources will be officially launched on the 29 January 2016 in 

NICVA by Frances McCandless, CEO, Charity Commission 

for Northern Ireland on behalf of the Developing 

Governance Group.  

 

The Code of Good Governance which was first introduced 

by the Developing Governance Group in 2008 is a key piece 

of work in developing standards of good governance in the 

voluntary and community sector.  

It sets out principles and practices of good governance in an 

organisation, regardless of size, and as such, organisations 

have been using the Code as a tool to develop and/or 

maintain good governance within their organisations. 

For more information and to book a place, go to; http://

www.nicva.org/event/launch-of-revised-code-of-good-

governance?utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_campaign 

=aaf1fe9063-eNews_7_December_2015&utm_medium 

=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-aaf1fe9063-313465361 

A Whole New World - 

Understanding the new reality 

for charity reporting 
Breakfast event - Friday 5th February 2016 

It’s all change for charities across Northern Ireland, as the sector must 

now comply with new and different reporting obligations, required by the 

Charity Commission.  Given that these reports can be easily accessed by 

the public, it’s even more crucial than ever that charities can tell their 

story and illustrate their impact on society.  For most, this is unchartered 

territory so it’s crucial that all those involved in the management and strategic direction of charities have a clear 

understanding of how best to embrace this new era of reporting.  3 of Northern Ireland’s recognised experts in the sector 

are coming together to host a unique, free event, offering their different perspectives to form a full picture! 

  

Gauge NI, Edwards and Co and Harbinson Mulholland invite you to join them at The Mac Belfast on Friday 5th February for a 

practical workshop and the opportunity for charities to discuss issues with each other. 

 

For more information or to book a place, go to; https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-whole-new-world-understanding-the-new-

reality-for-charity-reporting-tickets-19947321977?aff=es2 

A 
s we approach 2016, the 

Social Housing Reform 

Programme is making 

progress. However, 

there is still continuing uncertainty 

around a number of key issues as 

well as a challenging operating 

environment for many housing 

providers. This important conference will bring together key stakeholders to discuss the challenges as well as the 

opportunities for social housing in Northern Ireland. 

 

For more information and the programme, go to; http://www.agendani.com/events/housing2016/programme.php 

Events 
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Events cont’d 

Have your say - Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 

consultation on draft accounting and reporting guidance 
The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has opened a public consultation on draft accounting and reporting guidance for Northern 

Ireland charities and Directions for independent examiners.  The guidance, and information on the consultation, can be viewed on the 

Commissions website at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk  

 

The Commission would like to hear from anyone with an interest in charity accounting and reporting, for example, charity trustees, 

organisations and professionals which help charities, as well as members of the public who are interested in charity accounting and reporting. 

Your views and feedback will shape the final guidance, informing the Commission of gaps and areas for improvement.  Please circulate 

information on the consultation through your own networks. 

 

The consultation will run from Friday 18 December 2015, for 12 weeks, closing at 5pm on Friday 11 March 2016. 

 

How can you respond? 
You can take part in the consultation using any of the following methods:  

 Complete an online questionnaire available at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk 

 Download  a consultation response form from the website 
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk  and either:  

 Email it to consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk or Post it to Charity Commission for 

 Northern Ireland, 257 Lough Road, Lurgan, Northern Ireland, BT66 6NQ 

 Attend one of four consultation events as detailed below:  

 

 
 
All are welcome to attend these events however places are limited and must be reserved in advance by contacting 

consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk.  Please advise if you have any accessibility requirements. 

Location Date/Time Venue 

Belfast 22  Jan 2016 –10:00am - Noon              NICVA, 61 Duncairn Gardens, Belfast, BT15 2GB 

Derry/Londonderry          09 Feb 2016 – 6:00pm – 8:00pm St Columb’s Park House,4 Limavady Road, Derry/

Londonderry BT47 6JY 

Cookstown 16 Feb 2016 – 2:00pm – 4:30pm Rural Community Network, 38A Oldtown street, 

Cookstown, Co. Tyrone. BT80 8EF 

Ballymena 23 Feb 2016 – 2:00pm – 4:00pm Ballymena Business Centre, 62 Fenaghy Road, Galgorm, 

Ballymena, BT42 1FL 

The new Planning system in Armagh City, Banbridge and 

Craigavon Borough Council - Community Information Event   
This information and capacity building workshop will explain how the 

new Planning System in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon 

Borough Council works.    

  

When?  

Thursday, 4 February 2016 from 2.00 pm to 3.30 pm   

Registration from 1.45 pm            
  

Where?      
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre   

Oxford Island National Nature Reserve   

Craigavon  BT66 6JN   

 Cost?        Free, Refreshments Provided     
   
Book via:  

Email: info@communityplaces.info   
Call Community Places   
Tel: 028 9023 9444  

  

 
 

About this Event  

 Learn about the Planning System in the new Armagh City, 

Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council area.   

 Learn about the council’s planning responsibilities.   

 Find out how planning applications are processed and 

decided by the council.  

 Find out how local communities can get involved in the 

decision making process.    

Information will include:  

 Where your new planning office is located and the new 

Planning Manager for your area.   

 Membership of the Council planning committee, their role in 

making decisions on planning applications.   

 Our new Guide to the Planning System in Armagh City, 

Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council   

 

Who Should Attend?   
This event is for community, voluntary and 

environmental  groups and those working within the community and 

voluntary sector.  

http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
mailto:consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk
mailto:consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk
mailto:clare@communityplaces.info?subject=Booking%20confirmation%20-%20Planning%20Info%20Event%2010%2F03%2F15&body=I%20would%20like%20to%20confirm%20my%20attendance%20at%20the%20Planning%20Information%20Event.%20%0aMy%20details%20are%3A%0aName%0aAddress%0aEma


 

 

Housing Rights Training Courses 
Housing Options Seminar 
Holywell Trust/Londonderry Tuesday, 

January 19 and 26 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00  
There are a variety of types of accommodation available in NI 

and whether a person needs to access emergency 

accommodation, wants to rent a property, share with friends 

or buy a property, it’s vital that the accommodation meets the 

needs of the individual and their household.  

 

This 2 day training course will examine housing options 

available in Northern Ireland, examine methods of accessing 

particular accommodation and consider the rights and 

responsibilities associated with it.  

 

 

 

 

 

In particular the course will examine:  

 Range of housing options in Northern Ireland 

 Homelessness & accessing social housing 

 Rights in the private rented sector 

 Finding emergency accommodation  

 Supported / sheltered accommodation 

 

Who should attend this course? 
This course will be of particular importance to housing 

advisers, community/residents groups, benefit advisors, 

political party constituency offices, private, social and hostel 

accommodation providers and the legal profession. 

Accredited through the Open College Network*.  

 

Those wishing to register for the accreditation will have an 

additional fee of £75.00 

See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/housing-

options-0#sthash.LUAOnMRd.dpuf 

 

Community Development and Health Network  

Manifesto Launch  
Tuesday 23rd February 2016 in The Long Gallery, Stormont 

For more information and to register, go to; http://www.cdhn.org/news/cdhn-manifesto-launch 

Events cont’d 

Interactive workshops 

for community 

groups     
Making energy efficiency in the home come alive 

including information on how to… 

 

Use less energy to achieve the same or a better result 

Get the most heat from the energy we use 

Keep that heat where it is needed for as long as 

possible 

 

NEA is holding the two hour workshops for 

Community Groups in Northern Ireland 

 

For further information and for booking please 

contact Paul Wallace at; paul.wallace@nea.org.uk 

or Tel 028 9023 9909 

 

The workshops are supported by the Housing 

Executive 

 
Free Gardening Course at 

Incredible Edible Cloughmills 
The course they offer is a City and Guilds level 1 in horticulture and is 

delivered over a 6 week period - one 3 hour session a week. This is 

under an employability programme funded under European Social Fund 

delivered by The Conservation Volunteers. Participants need to be 

either unemployed or economically inactive. There is no cost for the 

training.  The course is very informal and participants really enjoy 

participating. They cover 4 core units and can tailor the course to 

whatever participants would like to learn, or whatever is relevant for 

the site or season. 

 

There is no start date but they anticipate that it will start as soon as 

they have a group of willing participants within the next few weeks.  

 

To book a place Tel 07786527732 or Email frewpatrick@gmail.com 

Training 

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/housing-options-0#sthash.LUAOnMRd.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/housing-options-0#sthash.LUAOnMRd.dpuf
http://www.cdhn.org/news/cdhn-manifesto-launch
mailto:frewpatrick@gmail.com


 

 

Homelessness: Assessing & Advising the Full Duty Applicant  
Belfast - Housing Rights Wednesday, January 20, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00 

Derry/Londonderry - Holywell Trust Thursday, January 21, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00 

R esearch done in 2014 highlighted that Homelessness in 

Northern Ireland is higher than anywhere else in the UK. In 

2013/2014 18,862 households presented as homeless to the 

NIHE. 

 

This one day training course will enable participants to devel-

op their knowledge of the Housing Order (NI) 1988 (the 

homelessness legislation) and to use it to assist a client who 

wishes to have a positive homeless assessment and an award 

of Full Duty Applicant status. It will also equip participants 

with the skills and knowledge to challenge an unfavourable 

decision. 

 

The course will include: 

 

 Making an application 

 Assessing homelessness, eligibility, priority need and 

intentionality 

 Important case law developments 

 Duties of the Housing Executive as laid out in Housing 

(NI) Order 1988 

 Review and appeal of the decision 

 Allocation of housing under the selection scheme 

 Housing options and the prevention of homelessness 

 

Who should attend this course? 
This course is essential for advisers, hostel workers, housing 

association staff and support workers. 

 

See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/

homelessness-assessing-advising-full-duty-

applicant#sthash.TNn9FAQz.dpuf 

Introduction to Housing Debt 
Belfast - Housing Rights  

Monday, January 25, 2016 - 10:00 to 16:00 

 
Do you work with people who are struggling to 

pay their mortgage or rent? 

 
In the current financial climate more and more people are 

finding it difficult to make ends meet.  This can often put 

them at risk of losing their home. 

 

It will look at key issues like: 

 Examining the role of the debt adviser 

 Differentiating between priority and non-priority  

 debts 

 Maximising income 

 Dealing with lenders and landlords 

 

This foundation level course does not require any prior 

knowledge or experience of these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 
Who should attend? 
It will be particularly useful to constituency offices, church or 

community groups, residents associations as well as welfare 

rights or housing advisers.  

 

For those wishing to register with OCN NI there will be an 

additional registration fee of £25. 

 

Housing Rights is able to offer this course and accreditation 

to certain groups who advise on housing debt.  

 

See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/

introduction-housing-debt#sthash.ZoqUT66B.dpuf 

Training cont’d 

http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/homelessness-assessing-advising-full-duty-applicant#sthash.TNn9FAQz.dpuf
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Assets Recovery 

Community Scheme 

(ARCS) 2016/17  

A pplications from voluntary and community groups are 

being sought by the Department of Justice for projects. 

Community Groups must submit their application through 

their local Policing and Community Safety Partnership. 

 

The purpose of the ARCS grant scheme is to provide start-

up funding to projects that will be ongoing, or one-off 

funding to time-limited projects.  Priority may be given to 

new projects over ongoing projects at the Department’s 

discretion.  The fund is not intended to serve as gap funding 

or to support salary costs in the long term.  This fund is 

managed by the Department of Justice Protection and 

Organised Crime Division (POCD).  The projects must 

help to build a fair, just and safer community in Northern 

Ireland.  They must be designed to prevent crime or 

reduce the fear of crime.  

 

For information on how to apply visit the DOJ website:  

If you have any queries about any aspect of the application 

process, please contact: Telephone: 028 9052 2993 

E-mail: robert.kidd@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk   

Or   

Telephone: 028 9052 2858 

E-mail: siobhan.mckelvey@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk   

 

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 

29th January 2016. 

Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund 
T he Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund is offering small grants to 

help small, local community groups and charities across the 

UK and Ireland. Now in its fifth year, the Fund will distribute 

a total of 85 awards of £300 to local community projects, 

charities and warm-hearted people across the UK and 

Ireland during the course of the Fund.  

 

 

The fund is limited to one application per organisation.  

 

Deadline: At any time until 11.59pm on 22 February 

2015.  

 

Awards are made on a weekly basis.  

For more details and to apply online please visit;  

www.galaxyhotchocolate.com 

Building the 

Community-Pharmacy 

Partnership  
The Building the Community-Pharmacy Partnership 

(BCPP) is a partnership between the Community 

Development and Health Network (CDHN) and the 

Health and Social Care Board with strategic direction 

offered by a multi-agency Steering Group. The programme 

aims to: 

Promote and support local communities to work in 

partnership with community pharmacists to address local 

health and social wellbeing needs using a community 

development approach. 

 

The programme works towards: 

 Increasing local people's skills, encouraging 

community activity and self help 

 Increasing local people's understanding of health 

issues 

 Encouraging local people to play a role in 

promoting health 

 

Level 1 funding is for those interested in developing ideas 

and a community pharmacy partnership. Grants of up 

to £2,000 will be awarded for projects lasting 

approximately 6 months.  

 

Closing date for Level 1 funding: 4pm, Thursday 

11th February 2016 

 

For further information - http://www.cdhn.org/bcpp 

Funding 

https://www.dojni.gov.uk/articles/assets-recovery-community

-scheme-2016-2017  

mailto:robert.kidd@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:siobhan.mckelvey@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.cdhn.org/bcpp
https://www.dojni.gov.uk/articles/assets-recovery-community-scheme-2016-2017
https://www.dojni.gov.uk/articles/assets-recovery-community-scheme-2016-2017


 

 

The Henry Smith Charity - Holiday Grants for Children 
 

One off grants of up to £2,500 for organisations, schools, youth groups etc specifically for holidays or outings for 

children under the age of 13 who are disabled or who live in areas of high deprivation.     

 

The purpose of this scheme is to provide children with a recreational holiday or outing they would not otherwise 

have the opportunity to access.  

 

Applications can be made for grants towards holidays or outings within the UK for children aged 13 and under who 

are from areas of high deprivation, are experiencing disadvantage, or who have a disability. The trust will consider 

trips for children who live in deprived circumstances within an otherwise affluent area, according to the National 

Indices for Deprivation, but the case for support must be clearly explained. 

 
 

 
 

For more information visit: http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/holiday-grants-for-children.html 

Date/s of Trip Dates when Applications Considered 

1 May - 30 June 2016 Applications accepted   1 March 2016 - 20 May 2016 

1 July - 31 August 2016 Applications accepted   2 May 2016 - 22 July 2016 

1 September - 31 December 2016 Applications accepted   1 July 2016 - 18 November 2016 

P 
eople and Communities will open in January 

2016 with a budget of £60 million for 

communities in Northern Ireland. 

 

Big Lottery Fund want all projects to embrace the three 

key themes of: 

 People led – this means the people you'll be 

working with will be meaningfully involved in the 

development, design and delivery of your project. 

 Strength based – they'd like to support people 

and communities to build on the knowledge, 

skills, experience they already have to make the 

changes they want. 

 Connected – they want to know that you have a 

good understanding of other activities and 

services in your community, and show how your 

project will complement these. 

They want to fund activities that help achieve these two 

outcomes: 

 

 People will make changes that improve their lives. 

 Communities will build on their strengths and 

share learning. 

 

Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise sector 

groups including cooperatives, mutual societies and 

community interest companies can apply.  

 

Funding of between £30,000 and £500,000 will be 

available for projects lasting between two and five years. 

 

For further information  

https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about-big/countries/

about-northern-ireland/people-and-communities-ni 

Big Lottery Fund: People and Communities 

Funding cont’d 

http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/holiday-grants-for-children.html


 

 

NYF and Grow Wild have launched the Grow for It! 

Youth Awards for young people aged 12-25 to apply to 

transform a space with UK native wild flowers and 

plants.  There is also an exciting new art competition 

to raise awareness about the importance of native wild 

flowers and their diverse habitats using visual art, 

music, spoken word or dance. 

 

Young People invited to Grow for It!  

Grow Wild is looking for young people aged 12 to 

25 to enter an exciting wild flower creativity 

competition or to apply to transform a space with 

native plants and wild flowers. 

  

Successful applicants for the Get Creative award will 

receive £500 to produce their artwork, music or 

spoken word that conveys the importance of native 

wild flowers and wild spaces. Winning applicants will 

get the chance to exhibit their artwork or perform 

their audio piece outdoors at a high profile UK 

summer event. The closing date for applications is 

22 February 2016. 

Successful applicants for the Transform a Space award 

will receive £500 to sow and grow wild flowers and 

plants in a communal space and to raise awareness 

through fun and creative activities. The closing date 

for applications is 22 February 2016. 

  

Grow Wild, led by Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and 

supported by the Big Lottery Fund, specifically 

encourages young people to make a positive impact in 

their community by taking part in a creative project 

involving wild flowers.   

 

A NIYF youth panel will be judging applications to 

choose the best projects and most creative ideas. 

  

For more information about the ‘Transform a Space’ 

or ‘Get Creative’ awards see the 

website: www.growwilduk.com/content/grow-it or 

email: growforit@growwilduk.com  

Grow For It! £500 Youth Awards 

Funding cont’d 

DO IT FOR REAL IS NOW OPEN 
APPLY FOR UP TO £2,000 TO START YOUR SOCIAL 

ENTERPRISE 

Omagh Enterprise Company in 

partnership with Spirit of 2012, 

Comic Relief and UnLtd are 

delivering Do it For Real, an 

exciting new youth programme to 

help people across Northern 

Ireland  become social 

entrepreneurs.  

 

The programme will give young 

people (aged 16-30) 

across Northern Ireland the skills 

to develop their social ideas while 

having fun and helping to improve 

their community.  

 

 

If you are a young person with a 

social action idea that will benefit 

your community, Omagh Enterprise 

Company wants to provide you 

with the tools, support and funds 

required to Do it For Real.  

 

We currently offer two support 

packages: 

 

1. Try It Award  

Apply for £500 cash and receive 

mentoring from one of our 

dedicated Award Managers to 

explore, plan and try out your 

social idea.  

 

 

2. Do It Award  

Turn your idea into a real 

venture by applying for up to 

£2,000 and receive one-to-one 

support to help create a 

positive social impact.   

 

The next round of Do it For Real is 

now opened and will close at 5pm 

on Friday 29th January 2016.  

 

You can find more information 

about the Do It For Real 

programme, including how you can 

apply, eligibility criteria and FAQ on 

our website:  

http://www.omaghenterprise.co.uk/

social-enterprise/ 

http://www.growwilduk.com/content/grow-it
mailto:growforit@growwilduk.com
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