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Digital Inclusion Group 

visits PRONI 

Supporting Communities NI has recently piloted a 

project in partnership with Clanmil Housing and the 

Digital Inclusion Unit at DFP to try new ways to get 

older people living in social housing (one of the groups 

most likely to be excluded) online.  

  

A group of older people living in a Clanmil scheme in 

Ahoghill first began learning about the Internet this 

April, they started talking about researching local and 

family history online. A great idea, everyone agreed, but 

they weren’t quite ready for such an ambitious project. 

They had to get to grips with the computer’s on/off 

button first!  

 

However, Leslie Smyth, Digital Inclusion 

Communications Manager at DFP, got wind of their 

idea and she set the group a challenge! If they could 

master the basic digital skills on their new Breezie 

tablets, then she would organise a trip to the Public 

Records Office of Northern Ireland so they could get 

some research tips and see the archives for themselves. 

 

The Gloonan Stars (as they dubbed themselves on their 

group Facebook page) have more than met Leslie’s 

challenge. After taking part in Supporting Communities’ 

Bridging the Digital Divide project for the past six 

months, the group can now search the internet, send 

emails, share things on Facebook, and use a myriad of 

fun apps on their tablet computers. True to her word, 

Leslie invited the group to Belfast for an afternoon of 

discovering all that PRONI has to offer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overheard at PRONI:  

 

“There’s so much in PRONI’s archives, you could spend ages 

looking at everything!” 

 

“The Land Valuation records were something to see. If only 

prices were the same now as in the 1800’s!” 

 

It was a fun day out for everyone involved; we shall see 

if the records office has created any new historians 

amongst us.  The group now knows where to start 

looking and how to get more information online to 

help them if they decide to take it further! 

 

Find out more about the Bridging the Digital Divide 

project and hear from the Gloonan House gang 

themselves in this video https://vimeo.com/138797396 

 

You can also follow the project on Facebook to see 

how we are getting on: https://www.facebook.com/

BridgingTheDigitalDivideNI 

 

Healy King, Supporting Communities helps the 
group navigate historical records online 

https://vimeo.com/138797396
https://www.facebook.com/BridgingTheDigitalDivideNI
https://www.facebook.com/BridgingTheDigitalDivideNI


Social Investments in Social 

Housing Communities; Call goes 

out for Expressions of Interest 
In response to the challenges being experienced by 

communities which continue to constrain their growth and 

renewal, the Housing Executive has developed a Strategy 

which will provide support to social housing communities and 

help them become more self-sustaining and economically 

vibrant.  

 

The Strategy will complement existing programmes of support 

for community involvement, community safety and community 

cohesion. It will provide additional finance and the other 

resources for investment in the development of the local 

social economy, and in the creation of community-owned 

Social Enterprises.  

 

Social Enterprises are businesses, operating on a sound 

commercial footing, which return their profits to the 

communities within which they operate, and help build social 

capital and social value for their residents. The impacts of our 

social investments will help to transform local social housing 

communities, and the lives of the individuals and families 

within them, by increasing inward investment, creating new 

and innovative self-sustaining development opportunities, and 

improving life chances. Social housing enterprises can create 

employment opportunities for those who might otherwise 

remain unemployed, invest in community-based projects, act 

to protect or improve the local environment, and provide 

services which are important and accessible for those who 

might not otherwise get them. 

 

Following an engagement with the Housing Executive’s Social 

Investment team, Colm McDaid affirmed the commitment of 

Supporting Communities to providing assistance and capacity 

building to community groups and Housing Executive staff in 

fulfilling the objectives of this Strategy. 

 

For more information on the Strategy and contact details, go 

to; http://www.nihe.gov.uk/news-social-economy-key 

Chartered Institute of Housing Announces 

Housing Awards open for nominations for 2016 

The Housing Awards are your opportunity to recognise the fantastic 

work done by staff, volunteers and partner organisations. 
 

The competition is now open – this is your chance to make a nomination for the seventh 

annual Housing Awards, organised by the Chartered Institute of Housing (CIH) in 

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

 

Sponsored by Choice Housing, the awards have created a benchmark of excellence in 

housing, highlighting the best practice, innovation and commitment that goes into building 

not just homes but also vibrant communities.  They are open to public, private and 

voluntary organisations across the housing industry in Northern Ireland and the Republic 

of Ireland.   

 

For the event brochure, go to; http://cihnews.org/YRX-3Q4S4-07DOFQH5AB/cr.aspx 

 

 

Road safety community toolkit launched 
DOE Road Safety and Vehicle Regulation Division has produced a road safety Community Toolkit to encourage people 

themselves to educate and debate the life-changing issue of road safety among their peers. Whether it is local sports clubs, 

youth organisations or any local community group, it will enable organisations and leaders to bring road safety initiatives to 

people in their community. Organisations will find the resources they need to host and facilitate short group sessions about a 

variety of road safety issues.   

 

Organisations can register for the Community Toolkit via the Share the Road to Zero website. 

http://www.nihe.gov.uk/news-social-economy-key
http://cihnews.org/YRX-3Q4S4-07DOFQH5AB/cr.aspx
http://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=c770974688&e=5bea44777a


I n September of this year, Paul Lynch retired from the Housing 

Executive.  Paul has been an incredible support and a key driver of 

community participation within the Housing Executive, an outcome 

of which saw the development of the Housing Executive’s 

Community Involvement Strategy 2014-17, which included the 

development of Scrutiny Panels across Northern Ireland. 

 

At the most recent Central Housing Forum meeting, Paul was 

presented with gifts of recognition for all his hard work and 

dedication by Linda Watson, Central Housing Forum Chair. 

Linda thanked Paul for his commitment to engagement between the 

Housing Executive and tenants representatives.   

 

Colm McDaid, Chief Officer with Supporting Communities added; “I wish to thank Paul for his honest and direct approach in 

working with Supporting Communities over the last number of years, which has been genuinely appreciated by all within the organisation.  

In turn, I would like to congratulate Deirdre Crawford in her new role as Neighbourhood & Cohesion Manager and look forward to 

continuing the great partnership working established between Supporting Communities and the Housing Executive in the future.” 

Farewell to Paul 

Supporting victims of hate harassment  
A Hate Harassment Toolkit offering guidance and practical information to 

improve support for people experiencing hate harassment, has been launched 

by the Housing Executive. 

View the Hate Harassment Toolkit (  1984 KB) 

 

The Toolkit aims to provide a wide range of practical information and advice to staff, community 

workers and other professionals throughout Northern Ireland to help provide a comprehensive 

service to victims and witnesses of hate harassment.   

 

Launching the Toolkit, Housing Executive Director of Landlord Services, Gerry Flynn, said:  

“We aim to provide a safe environment within our estates where residents, their families and visitors can live in peace and quiet. All 

crime and harassment is clearly wrong and we are working to deal with all types of anti-social behaviour in our estates, but when 

harassment is targeted and motivated by hatred it is not only particularly harmful to the victim and their families but it can also divide 

whole communities and ruin their reputations. People who suffer harm at the hands of others because of their race, religion, gender 

identity, disability, sexual orientation or political belief, are being denied things we should all be able to take for granted, such as being 

able to go about our business in peace. We aim to help change that.” 

 

Linda Hutchinson, Race Relations Officer with the Community Cohesion Unit, added:  

“The Housing Executive is committed to dealing quickly and positively with any hate motivated harassment or intimidation whether it 

amounts to a crime or not. Our aim is to prevent hate harassment happening in the first place and we will work to challenge the 

attitudes that cause it. We want it to be reported and recorded so that we can work to prevent it from escalating and we want to 

support the victims and the local community so that together we can ultimately stop it.” 

 

The Housing Community Network, made up of over 300 community groups, is supporting the Housing Executive in sending 

out a clear and strong message that they will not tolerate hate crime on their estates. 

 

Chairperson of the HCN’s representative body, the Central Housing Forum, Linda Watson, said:  

“Many of our young people move to other countries to get employment and to make a better life for themselves and we expect them to 

be treated with dignity and respect so we should show the same respect to people from other countries coming to live here.” 

 

Copies of the Toolkit can be downloaded through our website wwww.nihe.gov.uk or email Christine.Boyle@nihe.gov.uk to 

request copies. The Hate Harassment Toolkit and an awareness raising video will be presented to community groups 

interested in learning more about how they can help in 2015/16. 

http://www.nihe.gov.uk/hate_harassment_toolkit.pdf


Community Arts Partnership – Literature and 

Verbal Arts (LaVA) opens the submissions 

process for the 2015-16 project ‘Connections’  

E ach year, Community Arts 

Partnership publishes an anthology 

of new writing from poets across 

Northern Ireland. This will be our 

fifteenth anthology and we are opening 

submissions today. 

 

Over the coming weeks, poet 

facilitators will work with fifteen writers 

groups in workshops designed to elicit 

the very best draft from each 

participant. 

Anyone living in Northern Ireland is 

eligible to make a submission for the 

anthology by following the guidelines on 

the website. The submissions process 

will close on November 27th at 5pm 

and the selection process will begin. 

 

Last year saw the inauguration of the 

very successful Seamus Heaney Awards. 

To be considered for any future Seamus 

Heaney Awards for New Writing, 

entrants must abide by Community Arts 

Partnership guidelines as attached to 

this process. 

 

Once the selection has been made for 

the anthology, the selected poems will 

be presented to a panel which will then 

make the decision as to whom to award 

this accolade. This presents an exciting 

opportunity to all new and emerging 

poets living here, to be recognised for 

their craft. 

For your submission to be eligible for consideration you must follow the guidelines which 

are available at;  

http://comartspartner.org/news/community-arts-partnership-literature-and-verbal-arts-

lava-opens-the-submissions-process-for-the-2015-16-project-connections-closing-friday-

27th-november/ 

The CO3 Leadership 

Awards - Celebrating 

Champions 2016 
CO3 have just launched their CO3 Leadership Awards 

- Celebrating Champions 2016, and the invitation to 

nominate a Third Sector leader has been made. 

 

Building on the success of the 2015 CO3 Leadership 

Awards, which brought over 200 Third Sector leaders 

together with a range of Private and Public Sector 

leaders, this year a twist to the Awards has been added! 

 

In addition to the accolade of receiving a CO3 

Leadership Award it is also recognized there is a need to 

offer members additional support.  Therefore, CO3 is 

pleased to confirm that attached to each Leadership 

Award, there is an offer of a prize fund.  The prize funds 

have been donated by a wide range of Corporate 

Partners and include a £2,500 cash prize from Ulster 

Bank and a £2,500 voucher from Ulster University. 

 

The closing date for entries is Friday 6th 

November 2015. 

 

For more information, and an application go to;  

http://www.co3.bz/2016-awards/co3-leadership-awards-

celebrating-champions 

 

NICVA Membership 

Discounts Available 
 

NICVA is now offering FREE membership to voluntary, 

community and social enterprise organisations with an 

annual income of less than £20,000. Groups can join 

quickly and easily by completing the short online form. 

 

By joining NICVA groups are part of the collective voice 

influencing decision makers, connect with a wide range of 

organisations, get regular updates and information and 

have access to discounted training, conference facilities 

and GrantTracker.  

 

More information is available on our website:  

http://www.nicva.org/  

 

 

NICVA is also offering discount of 10% on our 

GrantTracker resource, making the annual subscription 

only £90 for NICVA members.  

 

This investment gives access to over 900 funding schemes 

all relevant to groups in Northern Ireland.  

 

For more information: https://www.grant-tracker.org/ 

http://comartspartner.org/news/community-arts-partnership-literature-and-verbal-arts-lava-opens-the-submissions-process-for-the-2015-16-project-connections-closing-friday-27th-november/
http://comartspartner.org/news/community-arts-partnership-literature-and-verbal-arts-lava-opens-the-submissions-process-for-the-2015-16-project-connections-closing-friday-27th-november/
http://comartspartner.org/news/community-arts-partnership-literature-and-verbal-arts-lava-opens-the-submissions-process-for-the-2015-16-project-connections-closing-friday-27th-november/
http://www.co3.bz/2016-awards/co3-leadership-awards-celebrating-champions
http://www.co3.bz/2016-awards/co3-leadership-awards-celebrating-champions
http://www.nicva.org/
https://www.grant-tracker.org/


Independence of the 

Voluntary Sector Survey - 

please take part! 

U 
lster University has been funded by the Building Change Trust to carry out research into the independence of the 

voluntary sector in Northern Ireland. The research aims to identify the challenges and opportunities facing the 

sector in Northern Ireland, as well as the sector’s response. The research focuses on three dimensions: 

Independence of Purpose, Voice and Action. 

 

Please share your views and experiences through the online survey via CommunityNI website at;  

http://www.communityni.org/news/independence-voluntary-sector-survey-please-take-part?

utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_campaign=999c77a827-

eNews_17_August_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-999c77a827-313465361#.VdLpDtEg_IV  

NI Assembly 
Assembly Report 
At the full meeting of the Assembly held on Tuesday 6th October, Fra McCann MLA presented the following motion under 

Private Members Business; That this Assembly notes its concerns at the continued growth of the unregulated private rented sector, 

which is the biggest provider of socially rented accommodation, a sector that receives tens of millions of pounds in housing benefit but 

still has little legislation or regulation; calls on the Minister for Social Development to review the role of the private rented sector in the 

provision of social rented accommodation to ensure it is fit for purpose; and further calls on the Minister for Social Development to 

introduce measures to regulate this sector. 

 

Members duly agreed the motion as put. 

The full official report of the debate and the full plenary session is available at;  

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/10/06&docID=244868#1550555 

 

 

Social Development Committee 
The Committee for Social Development is currently considering the Housing 9 Amendment) Bill and the Houses in Multiple 

Occupation Bill and has held a number of evidence sessions, including an engagement by Supporting Communities with the 

Committee on Thursday 8th October 2015. The full session can be viewed at; http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-

business/committees/social-development/meetings/08-october-2015/ 

Consultations 
Department for Social Development 

Accounting and reporting by charities 

https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/accounting-and-reporting-by-charities 

Closing Date; 30th October 2015 

Office of First and Deputy First Minister 

Childcare Strategy 

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/equality-human-rights-social-change/childcare.htm 

Closing Date; 13th November 2015 

Department for Regional Development 

Accessible Transport Strategy 2025 

http://www.drdni.gov.uk/index/drdpublicationscheme/customer-information/current-public-consultations.htm 

Closing Date; 20th November 2015 

http://www.communityni.org/news/independence-voluntary-sector-survey-please-take-part?utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_campaign=999c77a827-eNews_17_August_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-999c77a827-313465361#.VdLpDtEg_IV
http://www.communityni.org/news/independence-voluntary-sector-survey-please-take-part?utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_campaign=999c77a827-eNews_17_August_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-999c77a827-313465361#.VdLpDtEg_IV
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http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/10/06&docID=244868#1550555
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/social-development/meetings/08-october-2015/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/social-development/meetings/08-october-2015/
https://www.dsdni.gov.uk/consultations/accounting-and-reporting-by-charities
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality-and-strategy/equality-human-rights-social-change/childcare.htm
http://www.drdni.gov.uk/index/drdpublicationscheme/customer-information/current-public-consultations.htm


Policy Issues in UK and RoI 
Tenant Involvement Adds Value  
Latest TPAS blog from Lisa Pickard, Chief Executive of LYHA & TPAS Board Member  

 

INVOLVEMENT IS NOT ‘ADDED VALUE.’ IT ADDS VALUE 
In the blog Lisa highlights a number of key challenges and even threats to tenant involvement but reminds  

landlords of the value engaging with customers has in the improvement of service delivery. 

 

Read the blog at; http://www.tpas.org.uk/Pages/Article.aspx?id=165&articleid=1126 

Publications 
Good Business –  

Business in the Community 
Introducing the latest 

edition of the quarterly 

online publication Good 

Business, covering 

current corporate 

responsibility news and 

issues, profiling BITC 

members in Northern 

Ireland and providing 

thought leadership 

pieces  

from leading opinion 

formers on topical 

issues. 

The current edition is 

available at;  

http://www.bitcni.org.uk/

publications/ 

SCOPE Magazine 

NICVA has published Scope magazine;  

 

To read the current issue, go to;  

http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

 

In addition, the Scope Newsletter of 

11th October is available at;  

http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?

u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=7f

1cc8c9a3&e=fd98823503 

 

Law Centre NI 

The September e-newsletter is now 

available from the Law Centre NI. To 

view and to share, go to; http://

us7.campaign-archive2.com/?

u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=3d

dd965df2 

NICVA recently held a conference for the sector on 

'Preparing for the 2016 Programme for Government' 

which saw speakers address delegates on new ways of 

governance and the context for the next Programme for 

Government.  

 

Speakers included Derek Baker, DEL Permanent 

Secretary; John Woods,  Associate at the Carnegie Trust 

and Majella McCloskey, Senior Manager at the Centre for 

Effective Services. 

 

For more information and to download the 

presentations go to; http://www.nicva.org/article/

preparing-for-the-2016-programme-for-government?

utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_campaign=f06c2f

8c92-

Preparing for the 2016 

Programme for Government 

NI Environment Link Publications 
 

NI Assembly Hub is available on the NIEL website highlighting all 

the environment related news and events taking place at Stormont. 

In this section you can see the main agenda items to be discussed 

this week at the Assembly and view our monthly review of the 

outcome of various Statements, Debates and Questions on 

environmental issues.  

 

To access the pages go to;  

http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/ 
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Homelessness and Housing Policy Hack 
Date & Time:  Wednesday 28th October 2015 - 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Venue: Farset Labs, Weavers Court, Linfield Rd, Belfast  

T hey can end homelessness and ensure that 

everyone in Northern Ireland has quality, 

appropriate and affordable housing by...If you have 

thoughts, ideas and experience that can help provide 

answers to this key statement then register your interest 

to attend this one day NICVA policy hack event.  

The event is open to anyone with an interest in this topic - 

but places are limited! 

 

For more information and to 

book a place, go to;  

http://www.nicva.org/event/homelessness-and-housing-

policy-hack?utm_source=eNews+subscribers&utm_ 

campaign=f06c2f8c92-eNews_28_September_2015&utm_ 

medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-f06c2f8c92-

313465361 

The Council wants to highlight key projects and programmes 

in each local area and talk about how it can continue to 

make an impact into the future.  

 

Venues  

 Monday 26th October at 12 noon in Andersonstown 

Leisure Centre 

 Wednesday 28th October at 9am in Skainos  

 Friday 6th November at 10.00am in Girdwood 

Community Hub 

 

If you would like to attend one of the events you should 

complete the online registration form or contact the City 

Council on 02890 270202 

B 
elfast is a city undergoing major transformation; there 

is considerable investment already taking place with 

the potential for more to follow. As part of the 

Belfast Agenda, we are keen to work with partners across the 

city and within local areas to make plans real.  

 

The City Council is holding a series of events to let local 

people hear, at first hand, about the plans for the future.  

NICEM & NICRAS Human Rights & Equality 

Conference 
‘Global Refugee Crisis - European Union and  

National Action on Human Dignity and Rights’ 

In response, NICEM and the Northern Ireland Community 

for Refugees and Asylum Seekers (NICRAS), a refugee led 

organisation in Northern Ireland, have jointly organised a 

conference titled: “Global Refugees Crisis – European Union 

and National Action on human dignity and rights” to be held 

on Friday, 23rd October 2015 in Belfast.  
This important event is intended to mark the support of our 

welcoming society on refugees, not just Syrian refugees.  

The conference will look at three levels of intervention:  

1. International, 2. EU and 3. National (including the 

Devolved governments) on this issue. 

  

A Draft Programme and Registration Form is available at; 

http://nicem.org.uk/news/human-rights-equality-conference 
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Volunteer Management: Keeping You and 

Your Organisation at the Cutting Edge of 

Change  

Date: 12th November 2015 

Time: 9.30am to 4.00pm 

Venue: Volunteer Now, 34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast BT2 7DB 

Progress is impossible without change! 

T he way people volunteer their time continues to change - so it stands to reason that the way we lead and support 

volunteer effort must also continue to evolve. 

 

Join Australian volunteer management expert Andy Fryar as he challenges some of the long held conventions about our roles 

and tackles the issues we need to consider in order to ensure your organisation 

remains at the cutting edge in this new world of volunteer management. 

 

In this workshop you will: 

 Gain new ideas and develop new skills. 

 Learn about the qualities of volunteer management that will set you apart. 

 Develop coping skills for yourself as a Volunteer Manager. 

 Consider strategies for how to guide volunteers through difficult times. 

 

Cost: £85 + VAT 

For more information and booking, go to: http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/413 

Cohousing Potential in NI 

T 
he UK’s leading expert on Cohousing, Stephen Hill 

(Chair UK Cohousing Network), is visiting Belfast 

on Wed 28th Oct and will be discussing 

NI’s potential for Cohousing – 

 

7 - 9pm, Agape Centre, 238 Lisburn Rd, Belfast. 

 

7.00pm tea/coffee 

7.15pm Andrew McMurray (Introduction) 

7.20pm Stephen Hill (Presentation) 

8.00pm Discussion 

9.00pm Close 

 

Suggested donation £5 (to cover venue hire & expenses) 

 

The event would be of interest to: 
Architects, housing professionals and developers, planning 

officials, councillors and individuals interested in living 

together in a more co-operative and environmentally 

responsible way. 

What is Cohousing? 

 
Cohousing is a type of intentional, collaborative housing in 

which residents actively participate in the design and 

operation of their neighbourhoods. Cohousing provides the 

privacy we are accustomed to within the community we 

seek. Cohousing residents consciously commit to living as a 

community. The neighbourhood’s physical design 

encourages both individual space and social contact. Private 

homes contain all the features of conventional homes, but 

residents also have access to extensive common facilities 

such as open space, courtyards, a playground, and a 

common house. 

 

1% of Denmark’s population live in Cohousing 

developments and there are over 70 Cohousing groups in 

GB, but none currently in NI. 

 

Reserve a ticket http://cohousingni.eventbrite.com 

 

Events cont’d 
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Electric Blanket Amnesty Service 
The Southern Trust is running 3 Free Electric Blanket 

Amnesty events for residents living in Southern Trust area 

which covers the former Armagh, Banbridge, Craigavon, 

Dungannon and Newry and Mourne areas.  

  

The events will offer older people the opportunity to 

exchange up to 2 old or faulty electric blankets. On the day, 

speakers from the Trust and the Fire Service will be on hand 

to share more information about electrical safety in the home 

and fire prevention. Each person will also receive a safety 

information pack.  

 

For each blanket that is relinquished, a £15.00 voucher will be 

passed on which can be put towards the cost of a new 

blanket.  

The testing days are taking place on: 

  

•         22 October, Altnaveigh House, Newry 

•         3 November, Portadown Town Hall 

  

All the events will begin at 11.00am. Anyone looking to avail 

of the service must book their blankets in before attending by 

calling 028 3834 4973.  

 

For more information on this service and staying safe at home 

visit: www.southerntrust.hscni.net/livewell/1537.htm 

Housing Rights Training Course 
Migrants and Housing in Northern Ireland 

Derry/Londonderry in Holywell Trust  Thursday 22nd October 2015   10.00am to 4.00pm 

Belfast in Housing Rights    Friday 23rd October 2015 10.00am to 4.00pm 

T he housing rights of migrants emanate from a complex 

array of immigration, housing and social security 

legislation.   

 

The aim of this one-day course is to enable participants to 

understand the housing rights of migrants living in Northern 

Ireland. Housing rights in this context refers to the right to: 

 

 Access social housing 

 

 Access homelessness assistance 

 

 Access Housing Benefit to pay for accommodation 

 

The course will focus on: 

 

 The distinct categories of migrant 

 

 The rights of migrants to reside in the UK 

 

 The rights of migrants to work in the UK and the 

 impact of their economic status (or lack of) on their 

 rights to access social housing and homelessness 

 assistance and housing benefit 

 

 Help available to migrants from Social Services 

 Help available to asylum seekers and refugees 

 
In all of this we will pay particular attention to the various 

pieces of legislation, which are crucial to understanding and 

advising on this topic. 

 

Who should attend? 

 

T his course will be of particular importance to housing 

advisers, benefits advisers, community groups, political 

party constituency offices, private, social and hostel 

accommodation providers and the legal profession. 

 

See more at: http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/

migrants-and-housing#sthash.pF9SxMIG.dpuf 

http://www.southerntrust.hscni.net/livewell/1537.htm
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/migrants-and-housing#sthash.pF9SxMIG.dpuf
http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/migrants-and-housing#sthash.pF9SxMIG.dpuf


Training cont’d 

Volunteer Now are delivering a one day certificated training 

course suitable for staff and volunteers who have regular and/

or direct contact with children and young people (e.g. 

supervisor, leader, officer in charge). 

 

It covers topics such as awareness of safeguarding children, 

procedures for reporting concerns, creating a child centred 

environment, legal and policy context for safeguarding 

children and young people and codes of behaviour for staff/

volunteers and children/young people. 

 

It will assist staff and volunteers with meeting good practice 

standards in safeguarding children and young people. 

This course is fully funded through Mid & East Antrim 

Borough Council and is available for voluntary and community 

groups in this council area only. 

 

Date:    21st October 2015 

Time:   10.00am to 4.00pm 

Location:   Larne Library, 36 Pound Street, Larne,  

  BT40 1SQ 

 

Cost:    FREE 

Book online:   

http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/426  

Keeping Children Safe:  

Training for Staff & Volunteers 

CRC Community Relations/Cultural 

Diversity Grant 
Community Relations Council 

funding is intended to help 

community/voluntary groups 

throughout Northern Ireland 

develop their capacity to engage in 

community relations work and to 

enhance the community relations 

potential of projects they 

undertake. 

 

The maximum award payable is 

£10,000 but in the main most grants 

are much smaller than this.  

 

This grant scheme seeks to achieve 

the aims listed below by providing 

advice and financial support for 

projects: 

 

T o develop opportunities for 

groups to explore their own 

cultures, beliefs and traditions, thus 

increasing their capacity to develop 

relationships of trust with those of 

different traditions and values. 

T o develop opportunities for 

groups to extend their 

knowledge and understanding of 

others' cultures, beliefs, traditions; 

increasing their acceptance of and 

respect for diversity. 

 

T o enable groups to challenge 

stereotypes of their own and 

other communities in order to 

acknowledge and address difference. 

 

T o increase the ability and 

confidence of groups and 

organisations to identify and address 

those issues that divide them. 

 

T o develop networks of 

communication, trust and co-

operation between divided 

communities. 

 

T o promote models of good 

practice for community 

relations work in Northern Ireland. 

T he scheme is aimed at locally 

based groups such as 

community development groups, 

cultural organisations, women's 

groups, church groups, tenants 

associations and other organisations 

and groups involved in community 

relations, reconciliation projects and 

cultural engagement. 

 

T he scheme is aimed primarily 

at projects involving adults.  

 

Application Deadline  

21st November 2015   

 

For further information - http://

www.community-relations.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/426
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/


Funding cont’d 

The Acorn Fund Legacy Grant Programme  
The Acorn Fund is an independent, 

local area fund managed by the 

Community Foundation for Northern 

Ireland.  The Fund is offering a grant-

making programme to promote 

community-based Arts and Culture 

projects in Derry/Londonderry. 

 

Grants available: 

The maximum grant available will be 

£3,000, however it is expected that the 

majority of grants will be in the region 

of £1,500 - £2,000.  

 

The Acorn Fund’s Legacy Grants are 

focused on:  

 Supporting projects and 

 programmes within the city and 

 county of Derry ~ Londonderry 

 Building on the cultural legacy of 

 2013 

 Using community arts and 

culture as a mechanism to 

achieve greater community 

participation and social inclusion 

 

The Fund welcomes applications from 

groups and organisations based in the 

City and County of Derry ~ 

Londonderry which address the 

following: 

 

1. Projects or programmes which 

demonstrate a clear 

contribution to the legacy of the 

2013 UK City of Culture. 

 

2. Projects which encourage local 

people to engage in arts or 

cultural activities in their 

communities 

 

 

3. Projects which innovatively 

address the issue of social 

inclusion through the use of arts 

and culture. 

 

4. Activities that use arts and 

 culture to tackle the issue of 

 suicide  

 

All applications must demonstrate 

clearly the participative and creative 

involvement of users in the design and 

delivery of projects. Priority will be 

given to projects or programmes which 

take place in areas of high deprivation 

or remote/rural areas or and other 

indicators of need.  

 

Application Deadline: 1pm, Friday 

30th Oct 2015   

For further information http://

www.communityfoundationni.org/ 

The Networks Involving Communities in Health Improvement (NICHI) Project is now inviting applications to its small grants 

scheme for innovative projects that aim to improve health and social wellbeing.  Grants of up to £1000 are available. 

 

The scheme is open to community and voluntary groups that operate within the 10 Council areas of the Northern area - 

Antrim, Carrickfergus, Newtownabbey, Ballymena, Ballymoney, Moyle, Larne, Cookstown, Magherafelt & Coleraine. 

 

Grants of up to £1000 are available for projects that aim to improve health and social well-being with a focus on promoting 

healthy nutrition, tackling obesity, physical activity, healthy ageing and reducing health inequalities and building local 

communities. NICHI particularly welcomes proposals which address poverty and/or social isolation and which target the top 

30% most disadvantaged Super Output Areas in the PHA Northern Locality.  The NICHI Small Grants Scheme is supported by 

funding from the Public Health Agency. 

  

How to apply 
Please contact your local NICHI Project Officer (details below) for an application pack which will provide further information 

on who can apply and what can be funded. 

 

For groups in Antrim, Newtownabbey & Carrickfergus, contact South Antrim Community Network (Anne Thompson)  

on 028 9447 8645 or email anne@southantrimcommunitynetwork.org 

 

For groups in Ballymena, Ballymoney, Larne & Moyle, contact North Antrim Community Network (Veronica McKinley)  

on 02821 772100 or email health@nacn.org 

 

For groups in Cookstown, Magherafelt & Coleraine, contact Cookstown & Western Shores Area Network  

(Ann Marie McStocker) on 02879300726 or email annmarie.nichi@live.co.uk 

 

October Call Application Deadline: 3pm, Friday 23rd October 2015   

For further information - http://www.nacn.org/services-view/nichi/ 

NICHI Small Grants Scheme:  

Health & Social Well being 

http://www.communityfoundationni.org/
http://www.communityfoundationni.org/
mailto:anne@southantrimcommunitynetwork.org
mailto:health@nacn.org
mailto:annmarie.nichi@live.co.uk
http://www.nacn.org/services-view/nichi/


 DARD: Rural Micro Capital 

Grant Programme 
The Rural Micro Capital Grant Programme has been 
developed to provide rural, community-led, voluntary 
organisations with the opportunity to avail of financial 
assistance towards the purchase of equipment or 
completion of minor capital works (e.g. to improve 
community premises) that can contribute to alleviating 
poverty and / or social isolation. 
 

Scheme details 
Grant support of between £200 (minimum) and £1,500 
(maximum) is available to eligible rural groups.   
 
Projects must clearly address an issue of rural poverty 
and / or social isolation and applicants must provide a 
minimum of 15% match funding. 
 
Application Deadline: 12 noon, Friday 30th Oct 2015  
  
Information on the programme is also available on DARD 
website: http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-
funding/rural-development-grants/rural-micro-capital-
grant-programme-2015.htm  

Funding cont’d 

Groundwork NI - Alpha 

Programme 
Since 2007, the Alpha Programme has distributed over £2 
million in funding to community and biodiversity projects 
within the Greater Belfast and Lisburn areas. The Alpha 
Programme is managed by Groundwork NI, which 
allocates its funding through the Landfill Tax Credit 
Scheme to help improve the lives of communities living 
within a 10 mile radius of the Mullaghglass landfill site at 
Castlerobin on the outskirts of Lisburn. 
 
Grants of up to £50,000 are available for projects that 
make a positive impact at ground level, either producing 
facilities for community user focussed on encouraging 
biodiversity or environmental improvements. 
 
A steering group comprising representatives from Lisburn 
City Council, Belfast City Council, the Northern Ireland 
Housing Executive, Alpha Resource Management and 
Groundwork NI adjudicate on applications with funds 
distributed on a quarterly basis. 
 
Application Deadline: 8th January 2016 (5pm) 
For further information - http://www.groundwork.org.uk/
Sites/northernireland/pages/the-alpha-programme-ni 

Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund  

N 
orthern Ireland Screen has announced the 

fourteenth Call for the Ulster-Scots Broadcast 

Fund (USBF). 

 

The USBF provides finance for the production of film, 

television or other moving image projects relating to 

the Ulster-Scots heritage, culture and language in 

Northern Ireland. The aim of the Fund is to ensure 

that the heritage, culture and language of Ulster-Scots 

are expressed through moving image. 

 

The Fund also fosters the Ulster-Scots independent 

production sector in Northern Ireland and support 

high quality Ulster-Scots cultural TV programmes for a 

Northern Ireland audience. 

 

Investments from a total pot of £1 million for 2015/16 

will be provided, capped at 75% of the overall agreed 

project costs, will be made. Given the size of the fund, 

however, it is envisaged that project funding will be  

 

limited to £250,000 in all but the most exceptional 

circumstances. 

 

Applicants to the USBF must be registered 

independent broadcasting companies with a permanent 

agency in Northern Ireland.  

 

The USBF does not demand that specific production 

activities are undertaken within Northern Ireland.  

 

Applicants are free to choose whichever part of the 

production process it sees fit to undertake outside of 

Northern Ireland, if it wishes. 

 

The closing date for the second 2015/16 Call is 

14th December 2015. 

 

For further information -  

http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/

funding.aspx 

http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-funding/rural-development-grants/rural-micro-capital-grant-programme-2015.htm
http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-funding/rural-development-grants/rural-micro-capital-grant-programme-2015.htm
http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/grants-and-funding/rural-development-grants/rural-micro-capital-grant-programme-2015.htm
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/northernireland/pages/the-alpha-programme-ni
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/northernireland/pages/the-alpha-programme-ni
http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/funding.aspx
http://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/sections/97/funding.aspx


International Tourism Events Fund (Northern Ireland) 

The International Tourism Event Funding Programme is 

designed to support events including national or international 

world events that have the potential to have an economic 

impact on Northern Ireland and attract tourists, investors 

and international media coverage. Funding is available to 

support events taking place in Northern Ireland that will 

impact significantly against the core criteria – particularly 

those that will attract substantial international media 

coverage. 

 

The key objectives of supporting events will be to maximise 

opportunities to: 

 Enhance the visitor experience 

 Increase visitor numbers and spend 

 Ensure year-round motivators 

 Develop a positive international profile 

 Create a legacy 

 

Tourism NI has identified five key experience themes or 

‘pillars’ for Northern Ireland, based on current and potential 

tourism assets and visitor market segments. The Experience 

Pillars are: 

 

Living Legends: Bringing heritage assets to life 

Coasts and Lakes: Celebrating coast and waterways 

Unique Outdoors: Animating and interacting with 

landscapes 

Culture and Creative Vibe: Celebrating cities and 

creativity 

Naturally NI: Unique to Northern Ireland; its food, people, 

craft and traditions 

Funding requests of greater than £30,000 will be accepted 

with an aimed return of investment of 5:1. Events must have 

an overall budget of £150,000 or more (in kind support not 

considered). 

 

Examples of eligible costs include: 

 Marketing Costs 

 Participant Costs 

 Health & Safety Costs 

 Venue Costs 

 Production Costs 

 Investors in Volunteers Accreditation 

 Volunteer Training Costs 

 Auditor Certificate (up to £250) 

 Security Costs 

 Independent Event Evaluation (up to £3,000) 

 Bidding Costs – (including host fees) 

 Market Research 

 Freight Costs 

 

Applications will be open to legally constituted tourism and 

events organisations in Northern Ireland. 

 

For events taking place between 1st April 2016 and 

31st March 2017, the call for applications closes on 

Monday 16 November 2015 at 12 noon. 

 

For further information:  http://www.tourismni.com/

BusinessSupport/FundingOpportunities/EventsFunding.aspx 

 

Grow Wild is awarding funding of £1,000 to £4,000 to 

community groups that want to bring people together to 

transform a communal space by sowing and growing UK 

native plants. 

What’s what? 

  Apply now to be part of the group of 2016 community projects. The closing date for applications is 1st December 

 2015.  Successful projects will be awarded funding in March 2016. Grow Wild is looking to fund at least 60 groups 

 across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  

  Please read the community project application guidance to find out more and request an application form.  

  All the funded community groups have a dedicated profile page to share their journey and achievements. Take a look at 

 the inspiring Grow Wild network of 150 community projects that were funded in 2014 and 2015.  

  Get ready to put your brilliant ideas into action and inspire others to join you in bringing colour and wildlife to your 

 community.  

 

If your group has an inspiring idea to connect people to nature, then apply before 12pm on 1st December 2015 for your 

chance to join our lively network.  

 

For more information, go to; https://www.growwilduk.com/content/community-project-funding 

Funding cont’d 
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T 
he UK is in the grip of a housing crisis. Over 

260,000 new private houses are required to 

meet the demand of the housing sector, while 

house prices are now almost seven times the 

     average income.  

 

Levels of homelessness are rising, and there are now 

nearly nine million people in the UK living in private 

rented accommodation – at risk of soaring rents, 

hidden fees and instability. 

 

Social Change 

Innovations such as Leeds LILAC (Low Impact Living 

Affordable Community) co-founded by UnLtd Award 

Winner Paul Chatterton who alongside and a group of 

friends began thinking about how they could live 

differently and better in the future, ‘ripping up the 

rulebook’ on housing and provide an opportunity to 

reimagine the future of the sector.  

 

Seven years on the result is Lilac, a unique co-operative 

co-housing project in Leeds comprising of 20 straw 

homes of different sizes with a common house in the 

middle.  

 

Paul describes Lilac as “a blueprint of housing in the 

future that we can achieve right now.” He is now 

helping community-led housing groups in Leeds and 

neighbouring urban areas to create high quality, 

affordable, environmentally sustainable homes. 

 

Community Matters 

As part of their Building Futures programme UnLtd are 

today launching a new £50,000 innovation fund for 

social entrepreneurs like Paul, with ideas to tackle the 

housing crisis.  

 

We’re looking for people with:  

 An understanding of contemporary housing 

 issues and their impact on individuals 

 

  An ability to explain how their idea or venture 

 builds more resilient communities 

 

 A strong social conscience and a commitment to 

 people and communities 

 

Join the Movement 

We’re not acting alone. Supporters of our new fund 

include CLT Network, Orbit Group, Clore Social 

Fellow and  Chief Exec of the Living Space Project 

Maria Adebowale, and Paul Chatterton.  

 

They will be bringing their skills and expertise to the 

decision making process, helping to ensure that 

innovative ideas develop well and thrive. 

 

For more information visit:  

https://unltd.org.uk/building-futures/ 

UnLtd releases new fund to help tackle the 
housing crisis 
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