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Secretary of State approves first City Deal for Northern Ireland  

The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
the Rt Hon Karen Bradley MP, has signed 
the Heads of Terms for the Belfast City 
Deal, alongside the Belfast City Regional 
Deal partners and the Northern Ireland Civil 
Service. 
 
This is a major milestone towards the completion of 
the first City Deal for Northern Ireland. The Belfast 
Region City Deal will see the UK Government 
invest £350 million into the Belfast Region over the 
next 15 years. It is proposed that this figure will be 
matched by the Northern Ireland Executive once 
the devolved institutions are restored. 
 
The City Deal will be further bolstered by co-
investment of upwards of £150m from Belfast 
Region City Deal partners and investment by the 
private sector is anticipated to bring the total 
investment package to over £1 billion. 
 
The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the Rt 
Hon Karen Bradley MP said: 
“I am absolutely delighted to sign the heads of 
terms for the Belfast City Deal.The UK Government 
has committed £350 million of funding to support 
and encourage economic development across the 
region, creating jobs and boosting prosperity.I am 
also engaging closely with the Chancellor to secure 
a financial announcement for the Derry-
Londonderry Region City Deal and help unlock the 
huge potential that Derry-Londonderry has to offer. 
The UK Government is committed to developing a 
comprehensive and ambitious set of City Deals 
across Northern Ireland and delivering a stronger 
economy that works for everyone.” 

It is hoped the 
deal will see 
the delivery of 
more than 20 
projects to help 
create up to 
20,000 new 
and better jobs 
alongside an increase in productivity levels, as well 
as having a positive impact on the most deprived 
communities, delivering a balanced spread of 
benefits across the region. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the Belfast Region City Deal 
partners, Belfast Lord Mayor Councillor Deirdre 
Hargey said: 
“The signing of a Heads of Terms for the Belfast 
Region City Deal is a significant milestone in our 
journey towards substantial investment in inclusive 
regional regeneration. 
 
Its testament to the power of collaboration and 
partnership and we look forward to progressing 
plans with our wide range of partners, including our 
colleagues working to deliver a programme of 
investment for Derry-Londonderry and the North 
West region. 
 
This is an investment which will improve quality of 
life for people living here and further enhance our 
attractiveness as a destination of choice for 
investors, visitors, new residents and students 
alike.” 
 
For more comment and to see the proposals, go to; 
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol-
environment/regeneration/city-growth-deal.aspx  

http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol-environment/regeneration/city-growth-deal.aspx
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/buildingcontrol-environment/regeneration/city-growth-deal.aspx


 

 

Radical plans to transform day 
surgery across Northern Ireland 
are being accelerated by the 
Department of Health  
Last October, day case surgery hubs – elective care 
centres – were announced for cataract and varicose 
vein procedures. These prototype centres have been 
operational since December 2018 and form part of a 
long-term plan to reduce waiting lists. 
Now the same approach is to be rolled out across a 
wide range of specialities, meaning the provision of 
thousands of day case routine operations will be 
transferred to dedicated sites.The specialities involved 
are General Surgery and Endoscopy, Urology, 
Gynaecology, Orthopaedics, ENT, Paediatrics and 
Neurology. 
 
Newly established groups will take plans forward in 
each speciality, including identifying preferred sites for 
the centres.This work will help inform a regional model 
for day case surgery across Northern Ireland. It is 
envisaged this model will be the subject of a public 
consultation before the end of 2019.By December 
2020, the Department aims to transfer more than 
100,000 day cases, 25,000 endoscopies and 8,000 
paediatric procedures to the new model. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DoH Permanent Secretary Richard Pengelly said: 
“Dedicated elective care centres are a priority and a 
key part of tackling hospital waiting times. All too often 
at present, routine surgery has to be postponed 
because hospital theatres are needed for urgent and 
emergency cases. By creating day surgery hubs on 
standalone sites away from 24 hour Emergency 
Departments, we can make our system more 
productive for the benefit of patients. A key issue will 
be the location of the centres. This will inevitably mean 
that some people will have to travel a bit further for 
their day surgery, but we will achieve significant and 
sustainable reductions in the waiting times for the 
procedures. Previous work suggests service users 
accept this trade off." 
 
The planning groups for each of the specialities will 
include clinicians and representatives from HSC 
organisations. 
 
Evaluations from the prototype cataract and varicose 
vein centres will help inform the work. 

Consultations 

Northern Ireland Flood Risk Management Plan  
Department for Infrastructure 

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/timetable-
and-work-programme 

Closing Date; 28
th

 June 2019 

Review of Higher Education Tuition Fees at the  
College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) 

Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/review-higher-
education-tuition-fees-college-agriculture-food-and-rural-

enterprise-cafre 
Closing Date; 12

th
 April 2019 

Equality Scheme, Audit of Inequalities and  
Disability Action Plan 

Department for the Economy 
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/

equality-scheme-audit-inequalities-and-disability-
action-plan 

Closing date; 16
th

 April 2019 

Consultation on child sexual exploitation law 
Department of Justice 

https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-
child-sexual-exploitation-law 

Closing date; 16
th

 April 2019 

Consultation launched on the sale and supply of alcoholic drinks at ‘special events’ in Northern Ireland 
In advance of the 148th Open, Royal Portrush, the Department for Communities (DfC) has launched a consultation 
on proposed changes to licensing law which would benefit the hospitality and tourism sectors in Northern Ireland.  
The Department is consulting at this time because a change in law before the 148

th
 Open takes place will contribute 

to the success of the event and improve the prospects of this event and others coming to Northern Ireland in the 
near future. 
 
The consultation is seeking views on changing the law to provide the Department with the power to designate an 
event taking place in Northern Ireland as a ‘special event’.  
The consultation period will run from 22 March 2019 to 3 May 2019.  
 
Access the consultation document at;  
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/sale-and-supply-alcoholic-drinks-special-events-northern-ireland 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/timetable-and-work-programme
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/timetable-and-work-programme
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/review-higher-education-tuition-fees-college-agriculture-food-and-rural-enterprise-cafre
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/review-higher-education-tuition-fees-college-agriculture-food-and-rural-enterprise-cafre
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/review-higher-education-tuition-fees-college-agriculture-food-and-rural-enterprise-cafre
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/equality-scheme-audit-inequalities-and-disability-action-plan
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/equality-scheme-audit-inequalities-and-disability-action-plan
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/consultations/equality-scheme-audit-inequalities-and-disability-action-plan
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=30091dff15&e=b128a6e69d
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=30091dff15&e=b128a6e69d
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/sale-and-supply-alcoholic-drinks-special-events-northern-ireland


 

 

Public invited to submit views on A5 updated Environmental Information 
The Department has today published for consultation an Addendum to the A5WTC Environmental Statement and 
updated draft reports of information to inform an appropriate assessment on a number of environmentally sensitive 
sites in the vicinity of the proposed new road.  
 
The consultation will run until Friday 17 May 2019. 
Members of the public can submit their views by letter or email.   
All details are available at www.a5wtc.com(external link opens in a new window / tab). 

The State of Caring Survey 2019 
Carers NI have launched the State of Caring 2019 Survey. It's the most 
comprehensive research into the lives of carers in the UK and helps to 
push caring up the agenda for policy makers. Please fill it in if you're a 
carer and share with your networks  

 
Take the survey here  

Domestic Gas Safety 

Consultations cont’d 

Gas is primarily used for domestic home heating, 
hot water provision and cooking. It is available 
either as natural gas (piped supply to your home) or 
as Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG – normally sold 
as Butane or Propane in cylinders or bulk tanks).  It 
is also often used in cylinders for barbecues and for 
cooking when camping and caravanning.  
 
Hazards associated with gas 
The gas industry is well regulated and gas is safe 
to use if managed properly. However, gas leaks 
can result in a fire or explosion. Incorrectly installed 
or poorly maintained gas appliances can produce 
poisonous carbon monoxide (CO).  
 
To ensure your home is ‘Gas Safe’ all your gas 
appliances should be safety checked once a year 
and serviced regularly according to manufacturer’s 
instructions. These checks should be carried out by 
a ‘Gas Safe’ registered engineer.  For more 
information on gas safety, CO and its symptoms, 
visit either www.hseni.gov.uk, 
www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk or call the Gas Safe 
Helpline 0800 408 5500. 
 
Useful information 
• Purchase your gas appliances from a 

reputable outlet with a full instruction booklet. 
If you move house or sell the appliance pass 
on the instruction book to the new owner. 
These may also be found on the 
manufacturer’s website for download. 

• Never attempt to “Do it Yourself” on a gas 
installation. 

• When purchasing a property always check 
that any gas appliances have been suitably 
installed and regularly serviced by a ‘Gas 
Safe’ registered engineer. 

• If you have any doubt about the safety of an 
appliance contact a ‘Gas Safe’ registered 
engineer. 

 
 
• Flues and chimneys play a vital role in the 

safe operation of gas appliances as they 
allow the products of combustion to escape 
freely. Have chimneys and flues checked 
every year, no matter how often you use the 
appliance, to ensure there are no blockages. 

• Air vents allow a constant and sufficient 
supply of air to ensure appliances work 
efficiently. Never block these air vents. 
Blocking ventilation is dangerous and could 
result in the build up of CO in your home. 

• Fit a CO alarm, and ensure you follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions to locate the 
alarm in the correct place. 

• Know how to turn your gas supply off in an 
emergency. 

 
If you have a gas escape 
• Shut off the gas supply at the meter control 

valve. 
• Open all doors and windows for ventilation 

and go outside into fresh air. 
• Do not operate any electrical equipment. 
• Gas Emergency Service (24hrs) Freephone 

number 0800 002 001. 
 
If you are affected by gas 
• If it is urgent, call 999 for an ambulance. 
• Go to your GP or the nearest A&E 

Department. 
 
If you have a fire, always remember 
Get out, stay out and get the Fire & Rescue Service 
out. 
 
Landlords and tenants 
For information on your gas safe responsibilities 
visit www.hseni.gov.uk/gas_landlords_duties.pdf.  

http://www.a5wtc.com/
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=a9f8552e98&e=5bea44777a
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=237f7e5d4a&e=5bea44777a
http://www.hseni.gov.uk
http://www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk
http://www.hseni.gov.uk/gas_landlords_duties.pdf


 

 

Special Focus 
The public view of charities: could do better 
Ryan Miller writes in Scope, NICVA’s monthly newsletter            
The links between trust in charities and the level of donations are not clear cut – but they are 
there. Fostering goodwill is vital for fundraising and generating other support. 

Public opinion of charities within the UK is average 
within some major economies, despite a raft of recent 
high-profile scandals. However, in the Republic of 
Ireland popular support for the third sector has 
plummeted this decade, following various crises in the 
sector.  
 
This is worrying because this new report, Fundraising 
Around the World from nfpSynergy, found that the two 
biggest drivers of charitable donations are people’s 
belief organisations are ethical and honest, and that 
they are well run – both more important than whether 
charities make a real difference (in third) and play a 
vital role in society (fourth). 
 
The charity consultancy spoke with around 6,600 
people in nine countries – Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Netherlands, New Zealand, South Korea 
and the US, as well as the UK and Ireland – to 
produce the report published this month. 
 
Just over half – 52% - of people in the UK trust 
charities, while 70% say they make a difference to 
society. About 58% of people think there are too 
many charities, and less than half (47%) believe they 
are generally well run, with the same number 
believing they are transparent about where the money 
goes. 
 
In RoI, trust in charities has fallen from 78% to 48% 
since 2012 – which shows just how much opinions 
about the sector can change (albeit this plummet 
came from a high starting position). 
 
Trust is important 
The UK is somewhere in the middle of the countries 
surveyed, when it comes to trust in charities. 
However, the three lowest scoring nations were Korea 
(26%, which is an outlier level), Netherlands (36%) 
and Germany (46%). The paper suggests there might 
be an interesting and inverse link between trust/
reliance on the state and opinions of the charity 
sector: 
 
“Two of the least trusting countries were both non-
Anglophone Northern European countries, suggesting 
there is a question about the role that charities play in 
these countries, which retain a stronger role for the 
state in their social system. 
 
“Whereas in countries like Ireland, UK, Australia and 
New Zealand where the last thirty years has seen a 
withdrawal of the state as the sole provider of social 
welfare, the function of charities in society is seen to 
be broader.” 

There are also important lessons – or, perhaps, 
warnings – for those in the third sector that they are 
tied, in some way, to other charities even if they have 
no links of any substance. The research highlights 
what has happened in Ireland as a warning case for 
the sector everywhere: 
 
“There have […] been knock-on effects to charitable 
income [from the decline in trust], with many Irish 
charities completely unconnected to the controversies 
reporting substantial drops in income over this time 
period. 
 
“One respondent in an nfpSynergy focus group said 
that he had only once taken action as a result of 
seeing something on the news – to cancel two direct 
debits to unrelated charities after seeing one of these 
controversies. While in 2012, 74% of respondents in 
our research reported having given to charity in 
Ireland in the last three months, this had declined to 
just 61% in our most recent survey. 
 
“The lesson for individual charities is simple – trust in 
your organisations is not a given and is dependent not 
just on how the public sees your charity, but how it 
sees the sector more broadly. It is volatile and highly 
subject to change. 
 
“You may well come under scrutiny through no direct 
fault of your own but through the actions of completely 
unrelated organisations. Having a strategy in place 
ahead of time for when negative media attention is 
drawn to the charity sector in your country could make 
the difference in the long run.” 

Fundraising drivers 
That said, there is granularity to public opinion. The 
area of work for a given charity has strong links with 
levels of trust. Cancer charities are the most trusted 
organisations in both the UK (tied with rescue 
services on 76% trust) and Ireland (74%) whereas 
overseas aid and development groups are the least 
trusted (36% and 43% respectively). 
The paper found that higher trust tends to lead to 
more donations – unsurprisingly – so, therefore, it 
looked at what creates trust. Rather than use simple 
polling, nfpSynergy used relative importance analysis 
to weight different factors and then assign each a 
relative importance (as a percentage) to people 
generally. 
 
The most important positive factor was that charities 
are ethical and honest (20.8%), followed by charities 
being well run (18.8%), they make a real difference 
(15.6%) and play a vital role in society (12.6%). 
 

Cont’d over 

https://nfpsynergy.net/blog/fundraising-around-world-learning-charity-sectors-other-countries
https://nfpsynergy.net/blog/fundraising-around-world-learning-charity-sectors-other-countries


 

 

“This may well go some way to explaining why trust in 
charities in Ireland has fallen so dramatically 
compared with the UK. In Ireland the most high profile 
public scandals have been around un-ethical and 
dishonest behaviour whilst in the UK the criticisms 
have been more focussed on fundraising practice and 
charity governance.” 

Different folks 
The paper also tried to characterise people and not 
just their levels of trust in charities – but also the 
nature of this trust. It identified seven different types 
of people, four which are “charity doubters” (sceptics, 
trapped and neutrals) and four “charity believers”: 
 
Doubters: 
1 - Sceptics 
Have minimal belief in the value of charities and the 
importance of their role in society. Although they will 
still support charities they are unlikely to engage 
deeply or be committed donors. 
 
2 - Trapped  
This segment has other priorities in life and feel too 
under pressure financially to give. This segment is 
younger and is over-committed to family, career and 
lifestyle. They do see the value in charities and trust 
them, so they do want to give but feel they can’t at 
this time. 
 
3 - Neutrals  
Is probably the most interesting group within the 
Doubters. They have belief in charities and are likely 
to agree they play a positive role, but they do not 
seem to be convinced enough to engage. They are an 
audience that charities don’t seem to be reaching at 
present through existing channels and activities. 
 
Believers: 
4 - Conflicted  
This is the older trusting donor group; They want to 
give to all who ask and therefore have a tendency to 
feel overwhelmed as a group - being asked by 
multiple charities in certain markets as the ‘traditional 
supporters’. 
 
5 - Compassionates  
Driven by empathy and values to commit and engage 
with many causes, they are more likely to support 
causes across the board; particularly animals, 
children and poverty alleviation. In Australia the 
second most valuable segment by individual and 
overall value of giving 
 
 6 - Occasional  
These are the uncommitted charity supporters. They 
give generously but are not necessarily loyal or 
engaged. 
 
7 - Visibles  
Overall a very positive group. High levels of Trust and 
lower levels of resistance to fundraising. They feel 
good through giving and being ‘seen to give’. They 
are high profile supporters and contain event 
participants and others who share the knowledge of 
their generosity. 
 

Among the ways organisations should use this data, 
the report stated: 
“Analyse the attitudes of a population by the different 
segments and their attitudes. A country with high 
levels of neutrals and occasionals will need a different 
set of communications from charities to one with high 
levels of compassionates and visibles… 
 
“Know how popular your cause is – if a cause isn’t 
naturally popular in a country then the messages 
about how well run, how ethical, how much difference 
the charity makes, and how vital its work is become 
even more important.” 
 
Further observations 
The paper identified some further interesting general 
trends: 
 
“Women and higher social grades tend to be stronger 
supporters of charities across all of the countries we 
surveyed, while men are likely to be significantly more 
annoyed by fundraising tactics… 
 
“Older people and higher value donors are in a place 
of dynamic tension, with high enthusiasm for donating 
and high levels of giving, but often also feeling hugely 
under pressure and overwhelmed by the requests 
they receive. Religion plays a key role, with regular 
worshippers more likely to support charities even in 
more secular European societies. Regular 
worshippers are also more likely to trust all institutions 
in society – not just charities.” 
 
Joe Saxton, founder of nfpSynergy and former chair 
of the Institute for Fundraising, said: “Anybody who 
follows the charity sector in Ireland will know that 
there have been a number of well-publicised scandals 
involving charity funds being spent in ways that 
donors wouldn’t expect… 
 
“It’s no coincidence that in our surveys, the Irish 
public had the lowest level of people agreeing that 
charities are ‘ethical and honest’ and ‘well run’ across 
all the countries we surveyed. 
 
“One of the pieces of analysis we did was to look at 
levels of trust for donors and worshippers in all the 
countries we surveyed. The results were illuminating. 
“Those who worshipped regularly trusted every single 
public institution more than those who didn’t, and 
those who made higher levels of donations trusted 
every single public institution more than those who 
gave lower levels of donations. Any charity who wants 
to know more about the likely habits of their donors 
needs to find out if they are regular worshippers and 
their general giving habits. 
 
“Any campaign to change public attitudes should 
focus not on the unremittingly negative or positive, 
whose views are likely not to change, but the group 
whose minds are not made up. This means the key 
challenge overall is not influencing sceptics in a 
country, but the segments called neutrals and 
occasionals who are more ambivalent.” 
 
This report leaves plenty to think about for everyone 
interested in the third sector. 



 

 

Publications 

 
Community Relations Council      
The most recent editions of CRC e-News is available at;  
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews 

Available online, including articles such a new oral 
history collection, the challenges facing older people 
and those facing deaf people seeking health or medical 
care. 
Scope can be accessed at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is now 
available from the RCN. To access the publication, 
go to; http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/
publications/default.aspx 

NI Environment Link 
The NIEL EU Matters for February 2019 is now available at;  
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-February-2019.pdf 
For other NIEL publications and events, go to; https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/ 

Please click the link below to access the March/April 
2019 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for 
PCSPs which highlights local events and initiatives; 
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/publications/pcsp
-inpartnership-march-april-2019.pdf 

Publication of Cycling In Northern Ireland 2017/2018 
The Cycling in Northern Ireland 2017/2018 report is now available.  
This report, produced by the Analysis, Statistics and Research Branch (ASRB) of the Department for Infrastructure 
(DfI), presents findings from the 2017/2018 Continuous Household Survey (CHS).   
 
The publication is available on the ASRB website at: 
www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/articles/walking-and-cycling-0 

Publication of the Public Transport Journey Planning in Northern Ireland statistical report 
2017/18 
The Public Transport Journey Planning in Northern Ireland 2017/18 report is now available. This report, produced by 
the Analysis, Statistics and Research Branch (ASRB) of the Department for Infrastructure (DfI), presents findings 
from the 2017/18 Continuous Household Survey (CHS) and this is the second year that this question set was includ-
ed in the CHS. 
 
The publication is available on the ASRB website at: 
www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/public-transport-journey-planning-northern-ireland-201718  

Publication of the Northern Ireland Planning Statistics:  
Third Quarter 2018/19 Statistical Bulletin 
Provisional planning statistics for the third quarter of 2018/19 are now available. These data provide an overall view 
of planning activity. Alongside this there is a summary of council performance across the three statutory targets for 
major development applications, local development applications and enforcement cases as laid out in the Local  
Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
The publication is available on the Department for Infrastructure website at: 
www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/articles/planning-activity-statistics 

https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
http://scopeni.nicva.org/
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-February-2019.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/publications/pcsp-inpartnership-march-april-2019.pdf
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/publications/pcsp-inpartnership-march-april-2019.pdf
http://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/articles/walking-and-cycling-0
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/public-transport-journey-planning-northern-ireland-201718
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/articles/planning-activity-statistics


 

 

Events 
Feed Community Spirit 
The Big Lunch 2019 takes place 1-2 June 
Started in 2009 this intergenerational initiative from 
the Eden Project and National Lottery celebrates all 
that is good about where we live, it’s a day for 
neighbourhood kindness and an opportunity for all 
ages to get to know each other better, on our 
streets, schools, in gardens, kitchens, shared 
spaces and anywhere people can get together. 
 
You are invited to join in and host a Big Lunch. It’s 
a simple way to enjoy community spirit and reduce 
loneliness. All it takes is for one kind and friendly 
person to be willing to kick start the conversation 
and before you know it you have your community 
taking part. 
 
Register your interest in #TheBigLunch 2019  
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-
2019-big-lunch-pack 
 
Local representative Grainne McCloskey said “In 
this busy digital world, we all know how hard it is to 
take time to be together with family and friends, 
never mind neighbours and wider community. 
That’s why we are working to make The Big Lunch 
a part of the annual calendar, imagine a day when 
for a few lovely hours shyness stops and we come 
together to meet the street, share, swap eat and 
have fun getting to know our neighbours and wider 
community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
When we have good local connections we can 
make good things happen and our neighbourhoods 
thrive.” 
 
For those registering in 2019 there will be 
competitions and giveaways and an opportunity for 
those who need it to gain additional support from 
Eden Project Communities to help make more 
happen where you live. 
 
If you need any tips, have questions or could 
spread the word to more people please get in 
touch.  
 
Supporting Communities Community Development 
Officer, Gillian Forrest for Mid and East Antrim has 
started sharing the idea and people are already 
getting in touch – so please make contact and we 
can provide you with a tool kit to help spread the 
word and enable more residents to join in across 
Northern Ireland. 
 
gmccloskey@edenproject.com 
 

Delivering the UN Sustainable Development Goals:  
What Role for the NI Voluntary and Community Sector? 
At NICVA Wednesday 18 April 2019 - 10:00am to 12:00pm 

The Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) are a universal 
call for action on ending 
poverty, protecting our planet 
and ensuring all people can 
enjoy peace and prosperity. All UN member state 
governments, including our own have signed up to 
these goals. The Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs have recently carried 
out a mapping exercise to highlight how the 
Programme for Government Outcomes Delivery 
Plan 2018/19 aligns with the SDGs.  
 
While the Irish government has forged ahead by 
producing an SDG Implementation Plan, similar 
progress has not been made in the UK.  In 
Northern Ireland the SDGs are being overlooked in 
government policy and regional priority setting.  

NICVA and The NI Environment Link are hosting a 
roundtable discussion to consider this important 
policy agenda.  This session will aim to: 
 
• increase understanding and awareness about 

the SDGs within the NI voluntary and 
community sector 

• gain a better understanding of how the 
community and voluntary sector are 
contributing to the delivery of the Goals 

• Find out about what progress has been made 
in Ireland and other parts of the UK 

• Consider how the voluntary sector can hold 
government to account on their commitment 
to deliver the Goals 

 
For background reading, see the report of the UK 
Environmental Audit Committee Inquiry into the UK 
progress on delivering the UN SDGs. 

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-2019-big-lunch-pack
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/get-your-2019-big-lunch-pack
mailto:gmccloskey@edenproject.com
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/news-and-media/press-releases/Pages/Minister-Denis-Naughten-launches-the-Sustainable-Development-Goals-National-Implementation-Plan.aspx
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/sustainable-development-goals-in-uk-16-17/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/sustainable-development-goals-in-uk-16-17/


 

 

Volunteer Now Training 

Training 

Attracting & Selecting Volunteers 
 
Date:  Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd May 2019, 10.00 - 16.00 
Venue: 34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast  BT2 7DB  
Cost:  Standard Course From £150 + VAT 
  Accredited Course From £235 + VAT  
   
Planning out exactly what you want a volunteer to do is the fundamental building block that informs all other 
aspects of managing that volunteer. 
 
Using a role description planning tool, you will identify the key information needed to demystify your 
roles.  Explore how to make role descriptions more volunteer friendly and attractive for inclusion in information 
packs and websites. 
 
With a well-designed volunteer role description in hand, you will explore how to find, promote and attract the 
right people for the right role.  Exploring marketing principles and techniques, we look at who your target 
audience is, how to write an effective recruitment message and explore your organisation’s image. 
 
Then we will look at how to create an effective, yet volunteer friendly and welcoming, selection and matching 
process.  Explore how to tailor the selection process to the volunteer role you are recruiting for, how to keep 
potential volunteers engaged throughout the process and how to best manage and turn down an offer of help. 
Exploring volunteers’ skills, knowledge, experience, expectations and motivations are vital in effectively 
selecting volunteers and matching them to the most suitable role.  Learn how to create the right environment 
for a volunteer selection meeting/informal chat, enhance your interview skills by putting interview skills theory 
into practice and go away with top tips and example selection questions. 
 
Accreditation is available on successful completion of an assessment workbook at OCNNI Level 2 accreditation 
in Attracting and Selecting Volunteers.  Or A Certificate of Attendance is downloadable through your online 
training account after attendance, if you book the non-accredited course. 

Keeping Adults Safe: Adult Safeguarding Champion and Appointed Person 
Training 

Date:  Monday 8th April in Enniskillen, 10.00 to 14.00 
Venue: Fermanagh House, Broadmeadow Place, Enniskillen BT74 7HR  
Cost:  Standard Course from £75 + VAT 
 
The Adult Safeguarding Champion role combines responsibility for strategy, operations and oversight for an 
organisation in relation to adults at risk of harm under “Adult Safeguarding: Prevention and Protection in 
Partnership” (2015) and the “Adult Safeguarding Operational Procedures” (2016).  Some organisations will also 
have Appointed Persons, with delegated responsibility for day to day adult safeguarding operations. 
 
This a full day’s training for Adult Safeguarding Champions and Appointed Persons.   
 
It covers: 
• The role and responsibilities of the Adult Safeguarding Champion/Appointed Person 
• The safeguarding adults structure for Northern Ireland 
• Determining the correct course of action in relation to safeguarding concerns 
• Consent, capacity and coercion 
• Organisational and Trust responsibilities 
 
Monitoring and reporting duties of the Adult Safeguarding Champion 
  
Places are allocated in a first come, first served basis and are limited to a maximum of 5 per organisation. 
For more information and to book places, go to; https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training/courses-scheduled/?
search=&category=35&postcode=&distance=10000&training-search=1 

https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training/courses-scheduled/?search=&category=35&postcode=&distance=10000&training-search=1
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training/courses-scheduled/?search=&category=35&postcode=&distance=10000&training-search=1


 

 

Housing Rights Training Courses 

Training cont’d 

Housing Adaptations: How to help your client  
 
Training Courses  
Skainos Centre  
Thursday, April 11, 2019 - 10:00 to 13:00  
 
This course aims to increase understanding of the processes required to get an adaptation within your 
home.  The session will cover different areas of housing – social rented, private rented and owner occupi-
er and will discuss the steps followed, depending on the type of adaptation required.  It will also cover the 
different grants available to private rented tenants and home owners for certain adaptations 
 
Course objectives 
By the end of this session, you will have a better understanding of the adaptations process and be better 
equipped to advise clients on ‘next steps’. 
 
Who should attend? 
This course will help advisers, community groups, residents groups and people working with elderly or dis-
abled clients who wish to assist their clients in applying for adaptations or challenging decisions relating to 
adaptations or grant funding.  

Universal Credit in the Social Rented Sector  
 
Seminars  
Holywell Trust Derry/Londonderry  
Tuesday, April 16, 2019 - 10:00 to 13:00  
Skainos centre  
Thursday, April 18, 2019 - 10:00 to 13:00  
 
Universal Credit has been introduced into Northern Ireland since September 2017 and since December 
2018 any working age person making a new claim for social security assistance could claim Universal 
Credit instead of some of the current benefits including Housing Benefit. Its implementation has 
significantly changed how people access and maintain their housing. 
 
Following our training sessions last year we have updated the information within this session to ensure 
attendees are kept up to date with ongoing changes in Welfare Reform impacting on housing 
 
This session will update your knowledge on Welfare Reform and the impacts on the housing situation of 
vulnerable and low-income households in Northern Ireland and will include: 
• An overview of the claims process, how to maintain your claim and repercussions if claim is not 

maintained  
• Key differences between Housing Benefit & Universal Credit for social tenants 
• An overview of financial support available to social tenants to help with possible arrears 
• Information on assistance with rates payments 
 
Course objectives 
By the end of the session you will have a better understanding of the current welfare system and be better 
equipped to advise clients 
 
Who should attend? 
This course will be beneficial to: 
• new and experienced advisers who deal with welfare reform and the impact that is has on their 

client's ability to pay for their accommodation 
• housing providers 
• constituency office support staff 
• community and residents groups 
• hostel workers 

 

https://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/housing-adaptations-how-help-your-client
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/universal-credit-social-rented-sector-1


 

 

Law Centre NI Events and Training 
Masterclass: Maximising Mitigations 
 
***Free for Law Centre NI members***  
 
With the introduction of Welfare Reform, it was agreed that Northern Ireland would benefit from Welfare 
Supplementary Payments to “top-up” reductions in benefit payments.  This masterclass focuses on the 
recurring problems with these payments and identifies available options to overcome them.  This course 
will also equip advisers with the knowledge and skills to advocate for their clients and challenge an 
overpayment of Welfare Supplementary Payments. 
 
Participants will also receive a personal copy of Law Centre NI's new adviser guides: UC & Mitigations in 
NI and PIP & Mitigations in NI.  
 
Date: Wednesday 17th April 2019 at 10am - 11:30am 
Venue: Law Centre NI, Middleton Buildings, High Street, Belfast 
Cost (non-members): £10 
 
Book early to avoid disappointment! 
 
 

OCN NI Level 3 Certificate in Generalist Advice 
 
Delivered over 10 days our OCN NI Level 3 Certificate in Generalist Advice qualification has been 
designed to develop learners’ skills to equip them to effectively provide advice to the public. 
 
Venue: Law Centre NI, Middleton Building, High St, Belfast 
Date: Wednesday 8th May 2019 – Wednesday 10th July (running each Wednesday) 
 
For other events and training, go to; https://www.lawcentreni.org/training-events 

Training cont’d 

The new Houses in Multiple Occupation Regime  

 

Holywell Trust, Derry/Londonderry  
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 - 10:00 to 13:00  
Skainos Centre  
Thursday, May 23, 2019 - 10:00 to 13:00  
 
A new system for the regulation and licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation comes into force on 1st 
April 2019. The DfC has made subordinate regulations, including a Code of Practice for landlords and 
HMO managers, which will give effect to the Houses in Multiple Occuation Act (NI) 2016. The Department 
has been meeting with the Housing Executive and local councils to ensure that systems are in place to 
allow this new regime to commence in a few weeks. 
 
Objectives of the course 
This course will cover an introduction to the original 2016 Act, an overview of the new Regulations as well 
as the Code of Practice written to support HMO landlords and managers. It will highlight the key changes 
between the old system and the new regime and will explain what property managers need to do in order 
to comply with the new Act and Regulations  The session will also discuss revised standards, definitions 
and enforcement procedures. 
 
Who should attend this course? 
This course will be particular relevant to 
• Those working in Environmental Health 
• Letting agents with responsibility for HMO properties 
• Landlords of HMO properties 
• Advisers who deal with clients who are common users of HMOs (students, young professionals, mi-

grant workers 
 
For more information, go to; https://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events 

https://www.lawcentreni.org/training-events
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/new-houses-multiple-occupation-regime-0
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events


 

 

The Ballygrainey Fund - Youth 
Projects - Greater Belfast Area 
 
Purpose 
The fund will support the provision and advancement of 
educational and developmental opportunities for young 
people in the Belfast Metropolitan Area. 
 
Criteria  
The fund has identified the following priorities: 
 

• Educational activities supporting young people 
(priority will be given to projects supporting young 
people aged 18 and younger) from disadvantaged 
areas. 

• Projects that provide enhanced sporting or cultural 
benefits and opportunities for young people who 
are particularly disadvantaged. 

• Projects that will directly benefit those disaffected 
from mainstream education. 

• Early years intervention, particularly in 
disadvantaged areas. 

• A partnership approach involving multiple 
agencies, working with parents and teachers and 
community based organisations. 

 
Amount available  
Awards will be available of up to £2,000 to support small 
community projects. 
 
Who can apply? 
Constituted organisations based within and to support 
beneficiaries in the Belfast Metropolitan Area which 
includes the following: 
 

• Belfast urban area 

• Lisburn urban area 

• Newtownabbey urban area 

• Bangor 

• Castlereagh urban area 
 

• Carrickfergus 

• Holywood urban area 

• Carryduff 

• Greenisland 

• Groomsport & Crawfordsburn 

• Helen’s Bay 

• Milltown 

• Seahill 
 
Examples of projects that may address some of these 
issues include: 
 

• Addressing expectations of young people, 
teachers and/or parents, giving people hope  e.g. 
urban villages digital literacy giving a sense of 
energy, developing something new and exciting     

• Projects building self-esteem with young people 
disaffected from mainstream education 

• Sporting and/or cultural projects for disaffected 
young people 

• Provision of after school/homework clubs in 
disadvantaged areas where there are none 

• Community based youth clubs in areas where 
there are none 

• Community based apprenticeships for young 
people 

 
The fund is interested in adding value and offering hands 
on support through advice, mentoring and/or meeting 
grantees where appropriate.  At the panel’s discretion 
additional support may be offered. 
 
Opening/closing dates 
 
The fund is open for applications and will close on 
Monday 29th April 2019 at 1:00pm. 
 
How to Apply 
Please read the guidance in detail and apply at  
https://www.communityfoundationni.org/ballygrainey-
fund  

Funding 

Groundwork NI - The Alpha Programme  
Since its inception in 2007, the Alpha Programme has distributed over £5 million of Landfill 
Communities Fund funding to over 140 community and biodiversity projects, helping 
communities bring their plans for positive change to reality. 

Grants of up to £50,000 are available to fund projects making a positive impact at ground 
level, either developing facilities for community use or encouraging bio-diversity and 
environmental improvements. 

Scheme details 

The Alpha Programme, administered by Groundwork NI, distributes Landfill Tax Credits generated from the 
Mullaghglass Landfill site just outside Lisburn.  

Grants of up to £50,000 are available to fund projects making a positive impact at ground level, either developing 
facilities for community use or encouraging bio-diversity and environmental improvements. 

https://www.communityfoundationni.org/ballygrainey-fund
https://www.communityfoundationni.org/ballygrainey-fund


 

 

Funding is available under two grants strands during 2019: 
 

• Alpha Main Grants Programme (£10k to £50k) 

• Alpha Small Grants Programme (£3k to £10k) 
 
The Small Grants Programme was introduced in 2017. This initiative is designed to support smaller community 
amenity and biodiversity projects, with between £3k and £10k available. It recognises that in many cases a relatively 
small amount of capital funding, allied to local commitment and enthusiasm, can make a significant difference to 
communities and the environment. 
 
The Main Grants Programme remains, with between £10k and £50k available under this strand. However applicants 
must now be able to reimburse Alpha Resource Management for 10% of any grant awarded. This reflects the ele-
ment of the Landfill Communities Fund funding which is not a tax rebate. 
 
Another key change in 2017 is the extension of the eligible project location radius from 10 miles to 15 miles from 
Mullaghglass landfill site. This brings places such as Antrim, Lurgan, Ballynahinch and Comber into the area eligible 
to receive funding. 
 
Prior to submitting an application, all potential applicants are advised to contact Richard Rogers, Groundwork NI at 
alphaprogramme@groundworkni.co.uk  to discuss their proposal and to confirm its eligibility. 
 
How to apply 
 
Applications are considered by the Alpha Programme Steering Committee on a quarterly basis. 
 
Application forms and a map showing the eligible project area are available from  
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/northernireland/pages/the-alpha-programme-ni   
 
The next application deadline is 12 noon, Friday 12 Apr 2019 

Funding cont’d 

Power NI - Brighter Communities 
 
Power NI Brighter Communities was founded to support groups across the 
country to be to the best they can be. 
 
Apply for up to £1,000 in funding to help your group reach its maximum 
potential – whether that is for equipment, kits or for a special project that will 
make a BIG impact! 
 
Applications from small or large community, sporting, charity, youth and all age groups who can propose a 
tangible project, activity or item which can be realised or executed once the funds have been received and 
within an 8-week timescale. 
 
In order to qualify, please read the full Brighter Communities Terms and Conditions  
https://powerni.co.uk/powerni/my-community/brighter-communities/terms-and-conditions/ 
 
Your group must: 
 
• Be based in Northern Ireland 
 
• Not have any political links 
 
• Use the money for a tangible cause such as equipment or activity rather than running costs 
 
• Agree to all PR & marketing activity following the journey of spending your Brighter Community fund 
 
To apply, complete the online submission form here -  
https://powerni.co.uk/powerni/my-community/brighter-communities/#brighter 
 
One winner will be picked from each month’s applicants and judge’s decision is final.  

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/northernireland/pages/the-alpha-programme-ni
https://powerni.co.uk/powerni/my-community/brighter-communities/terms-and-conditions/
https://powerni.co.uk/powerni/my-community/brighter-communities/#brighter


 

 

Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Council - Community Grants 
19/20 
 
 
 
 
 
Grants Support Scheme 
The scheme is open on a rolling basis, subject to the 
availability of budget. 
 
The aim of the scheme will be to provide financial 
support through various grants categories for organisers 
of events as well as community groups, sports clubs, 
arts groups in the Borough undertaking projects which 
are of benefit to all of the citizens of Mid and East Antrim 
Borough area. 
 
Grants are available towards community-based projects 
including: 
 

• Setting up of New Groups 

• Equipment 

• Public Liability Insurance 

• Community Events 

• Civic Representation 

• International Events 

• AED / Defibrillator 
  
Community Festival Fund 
The Community Festivals Fund is open for festivals 
taking place before 31 March 2020. Council would 
particularly welcome applications for festivals which 
promote equality, target poverty and social exclusion 
and encourage cultural expression. 
 
The Community Festivals Fund is a competitive scheme 
and festival organisers will be required to demonstrate 
how their festival meets the assessment criteria. There is 
no guarantee that successful applicants will receive the 
amount applied for. 
 
Single Day Festivals - 100% funding up to £1,500 
Festivals must last more than 3 hours and must consist 
of more than one element. For example BBQ, children’s 
entertainment, music etc. 
 
Multi-day Festivals - 100% funding up to £2,000 
Festival activities must take place over two or more 
consecutive days and have a common theme. Each day 
must contain activities lasting more than 3 hours per 
day. 
 
The closing date for applications for the Community 
Festivals Fund is 12pm Friday 10 May 2019. 
 
Everybody Active Grants 
The Sport NI Every Body Active 2020 Small Grants 
Programme 2019-20 for projects taking place before 29 
January 2020 is now open.   
 
 

The programme aims to prioritise investment in sports 
clubs, community groups and governing bodies of sport, 
especially those based in areas of greatest need that will 
deliver increased sports participation. 
 
Priority will be given to projects which aim to increase 
participation among traditionally underrepresented 
groups which include: 
 

• Women and girls 

• People with a disability; 
 
Those living in areas of greatest social need (specifically 
people living within the top 25% of wards designated by 
NI Multiple Deprivation Measure Index 2010) 
 
Council will consider up to 100% funding of total eligible 
costs up to a maximum of £2,500.  Projects must be 
completed by 29 January 2020. 
  
Good Relations Grant Support Scheme 
The Good Relations Grants Scheme is open for the 
2019-2020 financial year. 
 
This scheme is aimed at projects taking place between 1 
April 2019 and 31 March 2020 and will operate on a 
rolling basis (subject to available budget) until the 
closing date of Friday 31 January 2020.  Should the 
scheme go over-subscribed, Council may reduce the 
amount offered on a pro-rata basis. 
 
Applications should be submitted prior to the 
commencement of the project or expenditure incurred in 
relation to the project. 
 
The Good Relations Grant Scheme is a 100% funded 
opportunity, for constituted groups, up to a maximum of 
£2,500. This can be applied for through one large 
application or through a series of smaller applications. 
 
How to Apply 
Before completing an application, applicants should 
make sure that they are eligible to apply and have read 
the guidance notes in full which can be downloaded 
below. 
 
Applications can be made online at Council's Funding 
Hub https://www.midandeastantrim.gov.uk/resident/
grants/grants  
 
Manual applications can be requested by contacting the 
Grants Office on the contact details below and may be 
returned to any of the following Council buildings. 
 
Ballymena 
Ardeevin, 80 Galgorm Road, Ballymena, BT42 1AB 
 
Larne 
Smiley Buildings, Victoria Road, Larne, BT40 1RU 
 
Carrickfergus 
Museum & Civic Centre, 11 Antrim Street, Carrickfergus, 
BT38 7DG 
 
Further information on the grant process is available by 
contacting the Grants Office on T: 028 2563 3148 or 028 
9335 8240 or E: grants@midandeastantrim.gov.uk  

Funding cont’d 



 

 

Change Something Fund - Youth 
Projects in Derry City and 
Strabane Council Area 
The Change Something Fund has been established with 
support from Big Lottery Community Fund and Derry 
City and Strabane District Council (DCSDC). The fund 
will provide young people aged 13 – 25 living in DCSDC 
area with an opportunity to take the lead in their 
communities throughout the district’s dedicated Year of 
Youth in 2019. 
 
The Change Something Fund is led by two panels of 
young people aged 13-17 and 18-25 living in our local 
area. The panels were recruited from an open call to 
young people from the district. 
 
Who can apply to the Change Something Fund? 
Young people who are aged between 13-25 years old 
from Derry City and Strabane District Council area can 
apply. Young people will require the support from a host 
organisation, such as a school, club or an organisation 
who supports the community. If you have an idea but 
you have not got a host organisation, please contact us 
for advice. Organisations can apply if they can ensure 
that a young person/s is the lead. 
 
How much can I apply for? 
There are two grant sizes: 
Small grants from £200 -£500 
Larger grants from £501-£3,000 
 
What is important to remember? 
The activity will take place in 2019 and will be led by 
young people with support from a host organisation. 
 
The Change Something Fund will welcome applications 
to support activities or events which helps young people 
with: 

• Health and wellbeing 

• The world around us and our environment 

• Education 

• Skills 

• Employment 

• Youth democracy- get 
your voice heard 

• Disability 

• Inclusion 

• Arts activities 

• Any other ideas 
 
The Foundation will not fund organisations or activities 
which promote causes that are contrary to our purposes.  
Causes and activities that are contrary to our purposes 
include, but may not be limited to, those outlined in our 
investment policy.  We will not therefore fund 
organisations or activities which we determine are linked 
to the promotion of armaments, alcohol, human rights 
abuses, tobacco or  
pornography. 
 
How do I apply? 
You will be required to submit an online application 
https://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply  and, if 
you wish, supplement this application with a short video 
clip on what your project will help to change in their 
community.  This should be “WhatsApped” in your 
preferred language to Shauna Kelpie on 07796 264635. 
 
If you are successful, you will be asked to keep a record 
of your budget and ensure you spend the right amount 
of money you receive. 
 
Round two closes on Thursday 11th April 2019 at 
1:00pm. 
 
Contact information: 
Should you have any further questions you can either 
contact the Grants Team on 028 9024 5927 or Acorn 
Fund Officer Shauna Kelpie, telephone on 028 7137 
1547, email: skelpie@communityfoundationni.org  

Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon Borough Council - 
Revenue Grants 2019-20 
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council 
offers financial assistance to eligible groups in the 
voluntary, community and social enterprise sector. Our 
support seeks to help such groups who can provide 
services that are aligned to Council priorities. 
 
Our second call for Revenue Grants will open on 
Monday 8th April 2019 and will close at 12.00noon on 
Friday 3rd May 2019. This call relates to projects taking 
place 1 August 2019 to 31 March 2020. 
 
Programmes facilitated by us in this call will include: 

• Community Grants 

• Arts, Culture and Events Grants 

• Good Relations Grants 

• Sport NI's Every Body Active 2020 Small Grants 
 
To assist groups a number of Information Sessions will 
be held, details of which are as follows: 

• Banbridge Old Town Hall, Tuesday 9th April, 
7.00pm - 9.00pm 

• Craigavon Civic Centre, Wednesday 10th April, 
3.00pm - 5.00pm and 7.00pm - 9.00pm 

• Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre, Thursday 
11th April, 7.00pm - 9.00pm 

 
Places must be booked in advance by contacting: 
Mairead McCavigan 
Tel: (028) 3831 2589 
Email: 
mairead.mccavigan@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk  
 
All applications are to be submitted online using the link: 
http://armaghbanbridgecraigavon.eformz.info 

Funding cont’d 

https://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply
mailto:skelpie@communityfoundationni.org


 

 


