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New housing developments in Northern Ireland should have 
a mix of private and social housing, according to findings in 
a new Chartered Institute of Housing report. 

The report, ‘Rethinking social housing Northern 
Ireland’ from CIH, reveals that people value social 
housing and what it offers, but they do not want to 
see large, single-tenure social housing estates 
being built. 
 
Instead, developments that have a mix of private 
and social housing are valued as they are seen to 
support sustainable communities and encourage 
people from different community and income 
backgrounds to live together. 
 
The report is the result of research principally 
sponsored by the Department for Communities, 
recommends that councils help to create these 
mixed-tenure developments through the planning 
system. 
 
Terrie Alafat CBE, CIH Chief Executive said: “The 
way social housing is broadly delivered in Northern 
Ireland has not changed much over the past 20 
years. Meanwhile there have been major changes 
in the public and financial environment, such as 
welfare reform.  
 
Our project was launched with this in mind, to help 
make sure social housing is the best it can be 
going forward. 230 people participated in this 
research and we were constantly told about the 
value of social housing in helping to tackle the 
record levels of housing stress, as those in housing 
need is at a record high. 
 
However we were also challenged on areas where 
change is required, such as the desire for more 
mixed-tenure developments.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to see that Belfast City Council’s 
draft plan strategy supports mixed-tenure and we 
would urge other councils to adopt similar 
measures.” 
 
The report also recommends that: 
• new affordable housing options are 

developed for lower-income people who are 
paying high market rents, and 

• the house sales scheme – where tenants can 
buy their social home – is ended to protect 
social housing supply. 

 
Colm McDaid, Chief Executive of Supporting 
Communities, who was a member of the 
Rethinking Social Housing Steering Group 
welcomed the report and expressed thanks to the 
Dept for Communities in commissioning the 
research and to CIH NI for co-ordinating the 
extensive consultation exercise and compiling the 
final report. 
 
Colm added; “I would particularly like to thank all 
the tenants and residents who took part in the 
various consultation events and who made an 
extremely valuable contribution to this important 
research and report.” 
 
The summary report and final report are now 
available online. 

 
 

http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/NI%20policy%20docs/RSH%20NI%20summary%20report.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/NI%20policy%20docs/RSH%20NI%20final%20report.pdf


 

 

Help with the Charity Annual  
Monitoring Return 
The Charity Commission has updated its guidance on 
how to complete the annual monitoring return with 
helpful screenshots of the online return.  
  
The Charity Commission has identified that October is 
one of the peak periods in which charities must 
submit their annual monitoring return to the charity 
register. This deadline only concerns registered 
charities with a financial year 1 January - 31 
December who have a full financial year after charity 
registration.  All registered charities must submit their 
examined annual accounts and trustees' report along 
with the annual monitoring return within 10 months 
after their full financial year after charity registration.  
 
If you haven't received notification from the 
Commission that your accounts are due then please 
check the charity register to make sure that the 
contact email on the charity register is correct.   
 
If your charity is due to submit the annual monitoring 
return, please don't leave it to the last minute as you 
may not have all the information to hand that you 
need to submit. 
 
Please note that if you file your return after the due 
date, a notice stating that the documents were 
received late will be marked in red on the public 
register and will stay there until the following year, 
even if you're one day late.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Commission has identified that common errors in 
previous returns to the charity register have included: 
accounts not being audited or independently 
examined; auditor's/examiner's report not included; 
trustees' report not submitted; or the accounts not 
properly prepared.   
 
For example, accrual accounts must comply with the 
Charities SORP and receipts and payments accounts 
must include a 'Statement of assets and liabilities', 
even if the charity does not have any property.    
  
Please see the Commission's guidance on completing 
the annual monitoring return to ensure you have all 
the right information, or indeed if you have already 
submitted your return, check it to make sure it is 
complete.  
 
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-
how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-
v20.pdf 
 
Please also see the Commission's other guidance on 
accounts and annual reporting below: 
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-
charity/annual-reporting/ 

The Search is on for 
Community Heroes 
Nominations are now open for the third annual Live 
Here Love Here Community Awards and we are 
calling on you to make sure to nominate your 
‘Community Heroes’, the people who voluntarily make 
your community cleaner, greener and safer.  The 
awards, which will be held at Belfast City Hall on 12th 
February 2019, are organised by charity Keep 
Northern Ireland Beautiful – to recognise the work of 
groups and individuals who foster pride in 
communities across Northern Ireland through clean 
ups, green ups and spruce ups. 
 
Last year, a huge £45m was spent cleaning the 
streets of Northern Ireland.  Live Here Love Here, a 
partnership between the Housing Executive and a 
number of other agencies, ran a number of clean up 
projects throughout the year, helping to alleviate the 
problem.   
 
The Big Spring Clean, Northern Ireland’s largest anti-
litter campaign, was supported by 119,000 volunteers 
in 2018 and as a result, removed a massive 135 
tonnes of litter across Northern Ireland. 
 
Jodie-Ann McAneaney, Live Here Love Here 
Manager said: “Last year we received 170 
nominations across Northern Ireland, with volunteers 
as young as 5 years old being celebrated.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given the amount of volunteers we had participating 
in our clean ups this year, we hope to see even more 
nominations for 2019. If you know anyone who is 
dedicated to keeping our environment healthy, it can 
be anything from reducing litter or dog fouling, 
improving the quality of their local environment or 
even creating a shared community space – then 
make sure you nominate them and give them the 
recognition they deserve!"   
 
With 16 categories to apply for there is something for 
everyone. Whether your nominee is a dedicated litter 
hero, a tourism booster or a neighbourhood 
champion, now is your chance to say thank you.  
  
Entry is free and easy, simply download an 
application pack from www.liveherelovehere.org, fill 
out the nomination form and send it to 
karina.magee@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org 
before 12 noon on 7th January 2019.  

http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
http://www.liveherelovehere.org/
mailto:karina.magee@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org


 

 

Cont’d over 

Special Focus 
Statement on Visit to the United Kingdom, by Professor 
Philip Alston, United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
extreme poverty and human rights 

Philip Alston was appointed United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights in 
June 2014, by the Human Rights Council. Born and 
educated in Australia (Law and Economics) and with a 
doctorate from the University of California, he is an 
international law scholar and human rights 
practitioner.  Professor Alston has also served the 
United Nations in various capacities since the 
1980s.  He was the first Rapporteur of the U.N. 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
from 1987 until 1990, and then chaired the Committee 
for eight years until the end of 1998. He was also 
Unicef’s legal adviser throughout the process of drafting 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
In a damning 24-page report on poverty in the UK he 
brands levels of child poverty “not just a disgrace, but a 
social calamity and an economic disaster” and said that 
limiting benefit payments to two children was as “forced 
and physical” as China’s one-child policy. Prof Alston 
visited locations including Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Essex, Glasgow, London and Newcastle on 
a fact-finding mission where he met people affected by 
poverty as well as government officials, discussing the 
impact of austerity, changes to benefits and local 
government funding. 
 
At a news conference in London, he said he witnessed 
"a lot of misery, a lot of people who feel the system is 
failing them, a lot of people who feel the system is really 
just there to punish them". He warned that poverty in the 
UK is a ‘political choice’ and that compassion and 
concern had been ‘outsourced’ in favour of tax cuts for 
the rich. Quoting figures from the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, he said that more than 1.5 million people 
were destitute at some point in 2017, meaning they lived 
on less than £70 a week or went without essentials such 
as housing, food, clothing or heating. 
 
Critics of the UN’s involvement in UK politics suggested 
that the organisation should spend its time and money 
studying poverty in third world countries rather than the 
world's fifth largest economy. The government rejected 
his analysis, pointing to rising household incomes. 
Nevertheless, the fact that he has been able to identify 
and describe such an extent and level of poverty in his 
study strongly suggests that parts of the UK are on a par 
with the third world in terms of securing basic income, 
access to services and life chances and opportunities 
rather than a top performing world economy. 
 
The Guardian newspaper summarised some key points 
in his report as; 
 
Austerity 
Alston was critical of the “mentality” behind cuts and 
reforms introduced in the past few years that have 
brought misery and torn at the social fabric. “British 
compassion for those who are suffering has been 
replaced by a punitive, mean-spirited and callous 
approach …” 

Universal credit 
The government’s ambitious programme to simplify the 
benefits system was a good idea in principle but was 
“fast falling into universal discredit” and should be 
overhauled. It was gratuitously punitive in its effects. 
Draconian sanctions and long payment delays drove 
claimants into hardship, depression and despair. 
 
Brexit 
The most vulnerable and disadvantaged members of 
society will take the biggest hit from Brexit, Alston said. 
People felt their homes, jobs and communities were at 
risk. “Ironically it was these very fears and insecurity that 
contributed significantly to the Brexit vote.” 
 
Who suffers? 
“Changes to taxes and benefits have taken the highest 
toll on those least able to bear it,” said Alston, with the 
costs of austerity falling disproportionately on the poor, 
women, ethnic minorities, children, single parents, 
asylum seekers and people with disabilities. 
 
Holes in the social safety net 
Massive cuts to council funding, alongside big rises in 
demand for social care, had reduced many local 
authorities to providing basic services only, and had 
heralded the closure of libraries, parks and youth clubs. 
This was “damaging the fabric” of British society and 
eroding its sense of community. 
 
Poverty 
Alston said the UK government had told him the social 
support system was working and there was no extreme 
poverty in the UK. But the individual testimonies he 
received during his visit told a different story. “There is a 
striking and almost complete disconnect between what I 
heard from the government and what I consistently 
heard from many people directly, across the country.” 
 
A digital welfare state 
The government’s embrace of digital technology and 
automation was especially visible in universal credit, 
where the digital-by-default approach excluded people 
with no internet access or skills. “We are witnessing the 
gradual disappearance of the postwar British welfare 
state behind a webpage and an algorithm,” 
 
On Northern Ireland, Professor Alston suggests; 

 “In Northern Ireland, the lack of a government 
forecloses the possibility of any major efforts to tackle 
poverty and results in an accountability vacuum. Like 
Scotland, Northern Ireland has taken steps to mitigate 
some of the worst effects of austerity measures, and is 
taking a different and seemingly more humane approach 
to certain aspects of Universal Credit. But a £500 million 
mitigation package is set to run out in 2020, and its 
expiration could have dire consequences for people 
living in poverty. According to the government, rates of 
long term unemployment are more than twice those of 
the UK as a whole. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2018/11/09/right-does-un-have-tell-us-do-country/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/nov/14/un-austerity-destroying-lives-philip-alston-poverty-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/nov/14/un-austerity-destroying-lives-philip-alston-poverty-uk


 

 

Consultations 

Department of Finance 
2021 Census Outputs Strategy 

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/ 
2021-census-outputs-strategy-consultation 

Closing date; 8
th

 January 2019 

Proposed Funding Scheme for Regional and  

Local Voluntary Youth Organisations 

Education Authority 

https://www.eani.org.uk/publications/consultations/public-
consultation-on-the-education-authority-proposed-funding-

scheme 
Closing date; 5

th
 February 2019 

In Belfast, I was struck by the extent to which 
communities in the city are still segregated by physical 
barriers and I was concerned to learn about persistent 
inequalities along religious lines. A startling 69% of 
those long-term unemployed are Catholic, compared 
with 31% Protestant as of 2016. People in Belfast told 
me that the government was not building sufficient social 
housing in predominantly Catholic areas, and Northern 
Ireland’s Equality Commission found that Catholics 
experience longest wait times for social housing among 
all religious groups.” 
 
The report itself concludes;  
The experience of the United Kingdom, especially since 
2010, underscores the conclusion that poverty is a 
political choice. Austerity could easily have spared the 
poor, if the political will had existed to do so. Resources 
were available to the Treasury at the last budget that 
could have transformed the situation of millions of 
people living in poverty, but the political choice was 
made to fund tax cuts for the wealthy instead. 
 
It was a British philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, who 
memorably claimed that without a social contract, life 
outside society would be “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, 
and short.” The risk is that if current policies do not 
change, this is the direction in which low-income earners 
and the poor are headed. Loneliness rates have soared 
in recent years and life expectancy rates have stalled in 
the United Kingdom, with the latest statistics showing a 
sharp drop in the annual improvement that has been 
experienced every year since the records began, and an 
actual drop for certain groups. 
 
The compassion and mutual concern that has long been 
part of the British tradition has been outsourced. At the 
same time many of the public places and institutions that 
previously brought communities together, such as 
libraries, community and recreation centers, and public 
parks, have been steadily dismantled or undermined. In 
its fiscal analyses, the Treasury and the Government 
constantly repeat the refrain that fiscal policy must 
“avoid burdening the next generation.” The message is 
that the debt burden must be paid off now. The problem 
is that the next generation’s prospects are already being 
grievously undermined by the systematic dismantling of 
social protection policies since 2010. 
 
The negotiations surrounding Brexit present an 
opportunity to take stock of the current situation and 
reimagine what this country should represent and how it 
protects its people.  

The legislative recognition of social rights should be a 
central part of that reimagining.  
 
And social inclusion, rather than increasing 
marginalization of the working poor and those unable to 
work, should be the guiding principle of social policy. 
 
The UK should introduce a single measure of poverty 
and measure food security. The government should 
initiate an expert assessment of the cumulative impact 
of tax and spending decisions since 2010 and prioritize 
the reversal of particularly regressive measures, 
including the benefit freeze, the two-child limit, the 
benefit cap, and the reduction of the housing benefit for 
under-occupied social rented housing. It should ensure 
local governments have the funds needed to tackle 
poverty at the community level, and take varying needs 
and tax bases into account in the ongoing Fair Funding 
Review.  
 
The Department of Work and Pensions should conduct 
an independent review of the effectiveness of reforms to 
welfare conditionality and sanctions introduced since 
2012, and should immediately instruct its staff to explore 
more constructive and less punitive approaches to 
encouraging compliance. 
 
The five week delay in receiving benefits under 
Universal Credit should be eliminated, separate 
payments should be made to different household 
members, and weekly or fortnightly payments should be 
facilitated. 
 
Transport, especially in rural areas, should be 
considered an essential service, equivalent to water and 
electricity, and the government should regulate the 
sector to the extent necessary to ensure that people 
living in rural areas are adequately served. Abandoning 
people to the private market in relation to a service that 
affects every dimension of their basic well-being is 
incompatible with human rights requirements. 
 
As the country moves toward Brexit, the Government 
should adopt policies designed to ensure that the brunt 
of the resulting economic burden is not borne by its most 
vulnerable citizens. 
 
The full report is available at; https://www.ohchr.org/EN/
NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?
NewsID=23881&LangID=E 

Cont’d over 

https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=baf817b8a5&e=b128a6e69d
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=baf817b8a5&e=b128a6e69d
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=4c210fcf77&e=b128a6e69d
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=4c210fcf77&e=b128a6e69d
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=4c210fcf77&e=b128a6e69d
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23881&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23881&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23881&LangID=E


 

 

Equality Commission NI Corporate 
Plan 2019-2022 – Consultative Draft 
The Commission (ECNI) is looking for your views on its 
Corporate Plan 2019-2022, which will guide its work for 
the next three years. 
 
There are four chosen areas where ECNI thinks it can 
have the greatest impact. For each area there are 
identified outcomes that ECNI believes it should be 
working to change. 
 

• Employment 

• Education 

• Access and participation 

• Mainstreaming and championing equality 
 
Your comments and feedback are welcomed! 
   
online survey 
email: communications@equalityni.org or by phone: 028 
90 500 552 or by 

letter addressed to Corporate Plan Consultation, c/o 
Louise Conlon, Equality Commission for Northern 
Ireland, Equality House, Shaftesbury Square, Belfast  
BT2 7DP or you can arrange a meeting with the 
Commission. 
 
All information received will be compiled, stored and 
used in line with the General Data Protection 
Regulations.  
 
If you need this information in an alternative format, or to 
submit your response in a different way, please contact 
the Commission using the details above. 
 
The full Consultation draft is available at; https://
www.equalityni.org/Footer-Links/News/Delivering-
Equality/Draft-Corporate-Plan-2019-2022-–-We-want-to-
hear-y 
 
The closing date for responses is 4 January 2019 

Publications 
Home-owners get a much bigger slice of 
government help than renters – whether 
they are social or private tenants – 
according to a new report published by the 
Chartered Institute of Housing (CIH) 
 
Contrary to expectations, an exhaustive analysis of 
government spending, taxation and regulation of the 
housing market reaches the conclusion that home-
owners are the most subsidised, followed by social 
housing tenants and then private landlords and renters. 
It’s the first study to have made such a broad 
comparison of government intervention in the market, 
taking account not only of government spending on 
grants, loans and guarantees, but also tax reliefs, 
welfare benefits and regulatory mechanisms which aim 
to stimulate or control the three main routes by which 
people get access to housing. 
 
The research was carried out by housing finance experts 
Steve Wilcox, former professor of housing policy at the 
University of York’s Centre for Housing Policy and Peter 
Williams, departmental fellow in land economy at the 
University of Cambridge and funded by UK Finance. It 
shows that the government is directing about £8 billion 
annually into private housing over the five years to 
2020/21, with over half going specifically to support 
home ownership and the remainder being more broadly 
aimed at the private market. In contrast, direct funding 
for new social housing is less than £2 billion annually, 
although most of this is grant spending whereas much of 
the private market support is via loans or guarantees. 
 
Tax reliefs deliver a much bigger benefit to home-
owners than they do for private landlords. Net tax relief 
for owners was some £29 billion in 2016/17 (£10 billion 
paid in tax; £39 billion received in tax reliefs). In contrast 
private landlords paid net tax of at least £8 billion. 

 
On the other hand, the benefit system aids tenants much 
more than home-owners, with about £15 billion annually 
going to social housing tenants and £8.5 billion to private 
renters. 
 
Although regulation in different forms constrains both the 
home-owner market and private renting, the latter has a 
strong advantage in having access to interest-only 
mortgages whereas new home buyers have to navigate 
various restrictions on mortgage availability. 
 
Overall, however, the report Dreams and reality? 
Government finance, taxation and the private housing 
market concludes that home ownership is the most 
‘subsidised’ tenure, followed by social housing and then 
the private rented sector. 
CIH chief executive Terrie Alafat CBE said: “This report 
demonstrates just how much government support is 
going to the private market, and to home-owners in 
particular. It takes a comprehensive look at the way the 
government supports our housing system – and we 
would urge ministers to do the same. Currently just 21 
per cent of government investment is going to affordable 
housing. Rebalancing this budget to support people on 
lower incomes who can’t afford to buy could make a big 
difference. It is vital that the government supports 
councils and housing associations to build more homes 
for social rent.” 
 
The research, funded by trade body UK Finance, builds 
on work the Chartered Institute of Housing has done to 
show how almost four-fifths of government grants, loans 
and guarantees now go to support the private sector. 
Combining this with analysis of the net effect of the tax 
and benefits system shows the marked advantage home
-owners have in terms of government support. 
 
Download Dreams and reality? Government finance, 
taxation and the private housing market 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ECNIconsultdraft19-22
mailto:communications@equalityni.org
https://www.equalityni.org/Footer-Links/News/Delivering-Equality/Draft-Corporate-Plan-2019-2022-–-We-want-to-hear-y
https://www.equalityni.org/Footer-Links/News/Delivering-Equality/Draft-Corporate-Plan-2019-2022-–-We-want-to-hear-y
https://www.equalityni.org/Footer-Links/News/Delivering-Equality/Draft-Corporate-Plan-2019-2022-–-We-want-to-hear-y
https://www.equalityni.org/Footer-Links/News/Delivering-Equality/Draft-Corporate-Plan-2019-2022-–-We-want-to-hear-y
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Dreams%20and%20reality.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Dreams%20and%20reality.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Dreams%20and%20reality.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Dreams%20and%20reality.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/Dreams%20and%20reality.pdf


 

 

NI Environment Link 
The NIEL EU Matters for October 2018 is now 
available at; https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf 
 
For other NIEL publications and events, go to; 
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/ 

Community Arts Partnership 
Here you will get access to up to date information on 
local community arts events, projects and funding.  
 
There is more information and updates on the  
Partnerships’ website at; http://comartspartner.org/ 

Community  
Relations Council      
The most recent  
editions of CRC  
e-News is available at; https://www.community-
relations.org.uk/publications/enews 

Please click the link below to access the November 
2018 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for 
PCSPs which highlights local events and initiatives. 

https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/
inpartnership-nov-edition-2018.pdf 

Available online, including articles such a new oral history collection, the challenges 
facing older people and those facing deaf people seeking health or medical care.  
Scope can be accessed at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is now available from the RCN.  
 
To access the publication, go to; http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx 

Publications cont’d 

Welfare Reform research published 
Recognising that Welfare Reform is a fundamental change to the benefit system with 
the potential to have wide-ranging repercussions for tenants and landlords in both the 
social and private rented sectors, The Housing Executive Research Unit has 
prioritised research in this area.  
 
Welfare Reform in Northern Ireland: A Scoping Report  
The Report briefly summarises the context of Welfare Reform in Great Britain and Northern Ireland before setting out 
the various welfare changes and considering the potential impacts of each benefit change on tenants and landlords.  
 
Download the Welfare Reform in Northern Ireland: A Scoping Report  
 
Tenant Perceptions, Awareness and Experiences of Welfare Reform, 2017 
This report presents findings on tenants’ perceptions, awareness and experiences of Welfare Reform to date from 
two waves of quantitative research within the CTOS annual questionnaire. 
 
Download: Tenant Perceptions, Awareness and Experiences of Welfare Reform  

 

Interim Response to the Independent Review of 
the Personal Independence Payment assessment 
process   
An Independent Review of the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) pro-
cess was carried out by Walter Rader who examined the operation of the 
PIP assessment process in NI since its introduction in June 2016. 
 
The Department for Communities has now considered Mr Rader’s report and has published an Interim Response 
to the recommendations. This will remain subject to review and possibly change by an incoming Minister. 
 
The full Independent Review, including all recommendations and the Department’s Interim Response is available.  

https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
http://comartspartner.org/
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-nov-edition-2018.pdf
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-nov-edition-2018.pdf
http://scopeni.nicva.org/
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/welfare_reform_ni_a_scoping_report.pdf
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/tenant_awareness_welfare_reform.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/independent-review-personal-independence-payment-pip-assessment-process-northern-ireland-report


 

 

Social Enterprise  

Social Enterprise NI 

Christmas Trading Bursaries Available 
We have ten £100 bursaries for our members to 
enable you to trade at a Christmas Event.  Please 
email me for a brief application form to apply for a 
bursary.  
 
 

Procurex National 2019 
The launch of the inaugural Procurex National 2019 
showcase is taking place on 30th April at the NEC 
Birmingham.  Officially supported by Crown 
Commercial Service and other key buying 
organisations, exhibiting at Procurex National 2019 
provides you with an unrivalled business 
development opportunity to showcase your 
products and services directly to over 1500 public 
sector buyers and key decision makers from across 
the UK in one place, on one day.   
 
To discover how your organisation could benefit 
from the many exhibition and sponsorship 
opportunities available, please call 0845 270 7066 
or email exhibitions@procurexnational.co.uk  
 
 
Department for Communities – Small 
Capital Grants 
The closing date for applications is 12noon on 
Wednesday 19th December 2018.   
 
For further information and to download the 
application form, click  https://bit.ly/2KnLe30 
 

 
Young Social Innovators 
Young Social Innovators is running its #ThisIsEU 
digital campaign this week, concurrently with One 
World Week. 
 
The campaign highlights the work that young 
people in Ireland are doing to help meet the 
Sustainable Development Goals and how wider 
European policies align with and address many of 
their issues of social concern. 
Have a look at their campaign video via this link 
https://bit.ly/2AdduAx  
 
Newry & Mourne Enterprise Agency –  
Step Your Sales Up to the Next Level –  
4th December 10am – 1pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Communities 
Understanding Social Enterprise Course 
The following Course currently has spaces available: 
  
OCN NI Understanding Social Enterprise Level 2     (8 weeks, one session per week) 
 
Markets Community Centre, Belfast commencing Wednesday 5th December 10.30am – 1.00pm  
and continuing on the following dates: 
 
Wednesday  12th December  10.30am – 1.00pm 
Wednesday  9th January  10.30am – 1.00pm 
Wednesday  16th January  10.30am – 1.00pm 
Wednesday  23rd January  10.30am – 1.00pm 
Wednesday  30th January  10.30am – 1.00pm 
Wednesday  6

th
 February  10.30am – 1.00pm 

Wednesday  13th February  10.30am – 1.00pm 
 
To register please contact Stephen Marks on 02825 645676 or email:  
stephen@supportingcommunities.org 

http://mailouts2.bipsolutions.com/IM/link.php?M=48295217&N=174&L=6469
http://mailouts2.bipsolutions.com/IM/link.php?M=48295217&N=174&L=6469
http://mailouts2.bipsolutions.com/IM/link.php?M=48295217&N=174&L=6468
http://mailouts2.bipsolutions.com/IM/link.php?M=48295217&N=174&L=6468
http://mailouts2.bipsolutions.com/IM/link.php?M=48295217&N=174&L=6468
mailto:exhibitions@procurexnational.co.uk
https://bit.ly/2KnLe30
https://bit.ly/2AdduAx
mailto:stephen@supportingcommunities.org


 

 

Events 

Book a place at the awards 
Book your tickets now to ensure you can join more than 300 housing professionals, VIPs and decision-
makers for a great evening of celebration, entertainment and networking. 
 
The awards ceremony and dinner will be held on Friday 22 February 2019 at Titanic, Belfast.  
 
The evening commences at 6.30pm with a drinks reception, followed by dinner, the awards presentation 
and entertainment. Bar facilities will remain available until 1am. 
 
Ticket price includes pre-dinner drinks, three course dinner with wine, awards ceremony at Titanic Belfast. 
You can purchase individual tickets up to full tables of 10. 
 
For more information, go to; http://www.cih.org/events/display/vpathDCR/templatedata/cih/events/data/
northernireland/CIH_Housing_awards_2019 

T:BUC Funding Forums 
 
Find out more about Executive Office Good Relations Funding by attending one of the T:BUC Funding 
Forums which are being held in each council area between 13 November and 6 December 2018. 
 
Full details of how to register can be found at www.tbucevents.eventbrite.co.uk.  
 
Programmes represented include: 
 
• Central Good Relations Fund 

• T:BUC Camps Programme 

• Peace IV 

• Planned Interventions Fund 

• District Council Good Relations Programme 

• Community Relations Council. 

 
Executive Office staff will be available to meet with you anytime between 1pm and 6pm at each event. 
 
Good Relations Officers from the local council area and staff from the Community Relations Council and 
Education Authority will also be present to answer any questions about their good relations schemes. 
 

http://www.tbucevents.eventbrite.co.uk/


 

 

Training 
Volunteer Now Training 

Keeping Children Safe: Training for Staff and Volunteers 
Date:  12th December 2018 

Time:  10.00am - 4.00pm 

Location: Cookstown Library, 13 Burn Road, Cookstown BT80 8DJ 

Cost:  £45 per person 

 

This one day certificated training course is suitable for staff and volunteers who have regular and/or 
direct contact with children and young people (e.g. supervisor, leader, officer in charge). 
 
It will cover: 
• awareness of safeguarding children; 
• procedures for reporting concerns; 
• creating a child centred environment; and 
• codes of behaviour for staff/volunteers and children/young people. 

 
It will assist staff and volunteers with meeting good practice standards in safeguarding children and 
young people. Places are allocated on a first come, first served basis and are limited to a maximum of 5 
per organisation. 

Good Practice in Youth Social Action for Organisations 
Date:  13th December 2018 
Time:  10.00am - 3.30pm 
Location: Portadtown Library, 24-26 Church Street, Portadtown BT62 3LQ 
Cost:  FREE 
 
This is a FREE one day course designed to help you develop good practice skills working with young 
people to plan and implement a social action project. 
 
It is an interactive training session which allow you to learn the skills and tools to facilitate a project. 
For more information and to book places, go to; http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-and-standards 

Housing Rights Training 

The Essentials: Accessing Social Housing  
Belfast- Housing Rights  
Monday, December 10, 2018 - 10:00 to 16:00  
 
Gain more knowledge on how to advise clients on how to increase their points and have a better 
knowledge of the points system. 
The course will cover:  
• Accessing social rented housing 
• Assessment and ranking of applicants 
• Transfers 
• Complex needs assessments 
• Allocations 
• Challenging decisions 
 
For more information of Housing Rights courses, including costs, or to book places, go to;  
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events 

http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-and-standards
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/essentials-accessing-social-housing-1
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events


 

 

Funding 

£120,000 | 120 Charities | 12 Days 
 
Each weekday from 6 to 21 December, 10 charities will win £1,000.  
That’s £120,000 to 120 charities in 12 days! 
 
Last year to celebrate their 130th anniversary, 130 charities benefited from donations.  
It was so successful, they’re doing it all again! 
 
You can nominate any UK or Irish registered charity you choose and nominations will remain open until  
12 midnight the day before each draw, with those charities not drawn carried over to the next. 
 
The more nominations a charity receives, the greater the chance of them winning.  
So make sure you tell your family, friends, work colleagues and anyone else you can think of! 
 
To nominate please visit https://ecclesiastical.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3IC3eSnah4XcQo5 

12 Days of Giving 

Small Capital Grants Programme – Dept for Communities  
 
Co-operation Ireland has been appointed by the Department for Communities (DfC) as the Intermediary 
Funding Body for the 2018/19 Small Capital Grants Programme for Northern Ireland.  
 
The purpose of this Programme is to promote Partnership and Collaboration among Voluntary and 
Community organisations.  
 
As such the amount of grant available to apply for will be dependent on the amount of partners within the 
application: 
 
• 2 partner groups   = can apply for £1,500 
• 3 - 4 partner groups  = can apply for up to £3,500 
• 5+ partner groups   = can apply for up to maximum £5,000 
 
To be eligible for grant assistance organisations must 
 
• be constituted voluntary /community sector organisations 
• have an annual income of less than £100,000 per year   
 
This grant is only eligible for expenditure on capital items and must be incurred from the date of award 
until 31 March 2019. 
 
Applications should be emailed to smallcapitalgrants@cooperationireland.org, and must be  
received by 12noon Wednesday 19th December 2018 
 
Application forms and guidance notes can be accessed below: 
 
Small Capital Grants Application Form 
Small Capital Grants Guidance Notes 
 
For more information please visit - http://www.cooperationireland.org/programmes/community-
programmes/small-capital-grants-programme/?fbclid=IwAR3t3tFhCeE9-XQ7aIFsty6R5_HVX2-
HjL28nmO3hSR5FKnIuL1tEFjTjA4 

https://ecclesiastical.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3IC3eSnah4XcQo5
mailto:smallcapitalgrants@cooperationireland.org
http://www.cooperationireland.org/media/5715/small-capital-grants-application-form.docx
http://www.cooperationireland.org/media/5714/small-capital-grants-guidance-note.docx
http://www.cooperationireland.org/programmes/community-programmes/small-capital-grants-programme/?fbclid=IwAR3t3tFhCeE9-XQ7aIFsty6R5_HVX2-HjL28nmO3hSR5FKnIuL1tEFjTjA4
http://www.cooperationireland.org/programmes/community-programmes/small-capital-grants-programme/?fbclid=IwAR3t3tFhCeE9-XQ7aIFsty6R5_HVX2-HjL28nmO3hSR5FKnIuL1tEFjTjA4
http://www.cooperationireland.org/programmes/community-programmes/small-capital-grants-programme/?fbclid=IwAR3t3tFhCeE9-XQ7aIFsty6R5_HVX2-HjL28nmO3hSR5FKnIuL1tEFjTjA4


 

 

Funding cont’d 

Applications are now invited for 2019/20 
The Community Support Grant Programme aims to financially assist Community & 
Voluntary Organisations working within the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area 
on the promotion and implementation of community development related 
programmes 
 
How to Apply 
To access a copy of the scheme application and guidance please visit; 
www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/community alternatively for hard copies of the applications or for further 
information contact the Community Services team at: Bridge Community Centre, 50 Railway Street, 
Lisburn, BT28 1XP         028 9244 7713 or E. community.services@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk 
 
The closing date for completed applications is Friday 14th December 2018 at 4.00pm 

Community Support Grant 

Big Lottery Fund 

Community Relations / Cultural Diversity 

Aim of the Scheme 
The Community Relations Council, with the support of Government, has 
established a fund of approximately £400,000 to spend each year on 
community relations projects.  
 
This funding is intended to help community/voluntary groups throughout 
Northern Ireland develop their capacity to engage in community relations work and to enhance the 
community relations potential of projects they undertake. 
 
There are a number of changes to the 2018/19 Scheme which include a new application form.    
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss a proposal prior to submitting an application please 
contact a member of the Funding & Development Programme. Phone 028 9022 7500 or email 
info@nicrc.org.uk 
 

Deadline date:  31 January 2019 
For more information and an application pack visit  
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/community-relations-cultural-diversity 

http://www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/community
mailto:community.services@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk
http://supportingcommunities.org/funding-news-1/2018/10/9/community-relations-cultural-diversity
mailto:info@nicrc.org.uk?subject=Funding%20Query
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/community-relations-cultural-diversity


 

 

Funding cont’d 


