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The 19th Annual 
Community 
Conference, which 
took place on the  
24th October at the 
Tullyglass Hotel, 
Ballymena, provided 
over 300 attendees 
with inspiration, examples of good practice, 
practical skills, and a good bit of fun too. 
 
A joint effort between the Central Housing Forum, 
Supporting Communities, and the Housing 
Executive, the conference theme this year was 
‘Make An Impact’ and centred around the social 
and economic value that community work creates. 
Linda Watson, chair of the Housing Community 
Network’s Central Housing Forum, opened the 
conference by emphasising to members that  
“This is YOUR conference, your effort and your 
dedication to constantly improving your 
communities has always been the inspiration for 
this event.” 
 
The first speaker, Eileen 
Mullan (pic right)presented 
her work in creating Strictly 
Boardroom, an organisation 
that champions diverse 
participation on boards and 
runs the Boardroom 
Apprentice programme 
which encourages people to 
serve on boards and make 
an impact for the areas and causes they care 
about. Her passion for this work was clear and she 
may find she has quite a few new apprentices 
wanting to get involved after hearing her talk. 
 
Next, three projects funded through Housing 
Executive programmes were presented as 
examples of good practice. 
 
Videos showcasing their work were shown and 
group representatives were presented with 
certificates and ‘Impact’ Awards. Our thanks again 
to these and to all of the groups we interviewed for 
‘Making an Impact’ and contributing to the event. 
 

• Glenravel and District Community and Residents 
Association from the North Region, whose Road 
Safety Campaign in partnership with the children 
at Mary Queen of Peace Primary School (pic 
below) is raising awareness and keeping people 
safe in their village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Edgarstown Residents Association in Portadown 
representing South Region, (pic below) whose 
youth involvement work has made a big 
difference in reducing antisocial behaviour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ardmonagh Family and Community Group and 
their Good Morning West Belfast Project 
representing the Belfast region, (pic below) who 
have made a huge difference through their 
telephone & befriending service to isolated older 
people in their community. 

Community Conference Makes An Impact! 

Packed house at Tullyglass 

Cont’d over 



 

 

Next, Tara Grace 
Connolly from the NI 
Youth Forum (pic right) 
gave a stirring speech 
extoling the importance 
of including young 
people’s voices in 
decision-making 
processes. She talked 
about her own experiences of getting involved and 
how having opportunities to make her voice heard 
has impacted her life. 
 
After a break and some time to peruse the many 
exhibitor stands dotted around the huge ballroom, 
the event turned to practical methods of measuring 
impact. 
 
Ivan Annibal from Rose 
Regeneration (pic right) and 
Anita Doonan, Funding and 
Social Value Officer with 
Supporting Communities, 
presented work they have 
been doing to evaluate the 
social return on investment of 
Supporting Communities’ 
development work in the Mid and East Antrim area. 

 
The report shows an amazing 
£9.55 return of social and 
economic value for every £1 
invested, that’s over £7 million of 
social value achieved in just this 
one area of Northern Ireland! 
 

Anita also spoke about the 
next steps in piloting social 
value measurement amongst 
groups. She demonstrated 
using the three projects 
highlighted earlier to show 
how she worked with Rose 
Regeneration’s Social Value 
Engine to help the groups 
understand their impact and 
target their efforts to achieve 
the best return of social value for their work. 

Supporting Communities will be continuing to pilot 
social value measurement with 10 further Housing 
Executive funded groups. Anita will also be 
delivering Social Impact Awareness sessions 
throughout NI over the coming months. 
 
The last speaker of the 
day literally had the crowd 
on their feet, standing with 
confidence! Billy Dixon  
(pic right) gave a rousing 
talk on ‘Practical 
Resilience’, something we 
all need to continue to do 
the work we do and make 
an impact in our communities. 
 
As the conference was concluding, Colm McDaid of 
Supporting Communities and Deidre Crawford from 
the Housing Executive offered thanks to the 
organisers and all the groups who attended.  
 
Suddenly, however, they were interrupted and the 
room was surprised to find the Central Housing 
Forum working group had one more trick up their 
sleeve!  
 
A rather nervous chef wanted to make an 
announcement and turned out to be an opera 
singer in disguise! (pic below) 
 
That certainly made an impact!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nothing like a bit of ‘That’s Amore’ as lunch is 
served. 

Join the NICVA Public Affairs Forum! 
NICVA is re-launching their Public Affairs Forum (previously Policy and 
Lobbying Forum) and is inviting new members to join! 
 
NICVA’s Public Affairs Forum brings together those who work in policy, lobbying and public affairs in the 
voluntary and community sector to share ideas, practice, consultation responses and discuss issues 
around policy and policy development and is keen to continue these discussions in the current political 
deadlock and we are keen to share ideas around lobbying and campaigning in the absence of an 
Assembly. They provide the secretariat for the group, circulate and share ideas, papers, stories and 
events amongst the group. 
 
Membership of the Public Affairs forum is open to NICVA members and if you are interested in signing up, 
please get in touch with Siobhan.mcalister@nicva.org or Philip.mynes@nicva.org. 

https://scni-website.squarespace.com/social-value-impact-assessment
mailto:Siobhan.mcalister@nicva.org
mailto:Philip.mynes@nicva.org


 

 

Customers warned of dangers of counterfeit goods  

Customers are being warned about the impact of 
purchasing counterfeit goods particularly in the run 
up to Christmas.  
 
Representatives from the Organised Crime Task 
Force (OCTF) Intellectual Property Crime (IPC) sub 
group used a stall at St. Georges Market in Belfast 
to display counterfeit goods and highlight the 
dangers, particularly health and safety risks 
associated with “fake” goods from 19-21 October 
2018.  
 
Consumers buying counterfeit goods may see the 
sub-standard materials and replica logos as a small 
price to pay for cut price designer brand products. 
However, not only can many of the products cause 
physical harm to individuals, the impact adversely 
affects economic growth; purchasing counterfeit 
goods may ultimately fund an organised crime 
group and the profits may be used to help finance 
other illegal activities such as drug dealing and 
human trafficking. 
 
Anthony Harbinson, Director, Safer Communities at 
the Department of Justice, and Chair of the OCTF 
Strategy Group welcomed the opportunity for the 
IPC group to share advice and support to 
consumers.   
 
He said: “I want to thank Belfast City Council for the 
use of the stall here in St. Georges Market. The 
general public need to think about the impact of 
every purchase of counterfeit goods. Why help to 
fund the individuals who make up crime groups and 
enable them to exert more control and cause even 
more harm to our communities?  
 
 

Organised crime is 
driven by profit and 
can only exist where 
there is a demand for 
its commodities.  
 
Everyone has a part 
to play.  
 
Please do not support the sale of illicit goods or 
services.” 
 
D/Chief Inspector Gary Reid, Chair of the IPC sub 
group said: “The scale of intellectual property crime 
and distribution of goods continues to grow through 
the use of the internet – thousands of websites are 
dedicated to the sale of counterfeit goods. 
Consumers need to be aware not just of what they 
are buying but also that using these sites to 
purchase goods, leaves them open to identity fraud 
or having their devices and bank accounts 
compromised.” 
 
Staff from the Department of Justice will also be on 
hand to advise shoppers about the legal 
requirement for a fireworks licence if they want to 
purchase, possess or use fireworks. Customers 
were also warned about the risks of obtaining 
fireworks from sources other than a registered 
supplier. 
 
To report the sale of suspect counterfeit goods 
contact:  
• Action Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk

(external link opens in a new window / tab)  
 or on 0300 123 2040; 
• Consumerline on 0300 123 6262; 
• or contact PSNI on 101 

Social Enterprise  
NI Awards 2018 
 
Congratulations are offered to 
the Housing Executive Social Enterprise team 
which was awarded Stakeholder of the Year award 
at the Social Enterprise Awards NI 2018, 
#SocEntNIAwards18 for its’ Social Housing 
Enterprise programme.  
 
The Housing Executive launched its Social Housing 
Enterprise Programme in September 2015, with a 
view to supporting individuals and organisations in 
the growth and development of social enterprises, 
to improve economic activity in Housing Executive 
communities.  

Since the scheme’s launch, it has supported a wide 
range of businesses delivering services from 
recycling to graphic design and childcare and 
several of these pick up an award on Awards 
ceremony.  
 
Newry’s The Good Space won the ‘One to watch’ 
category, while Tre-Eco Belfast’s Graham Bowden 
picked up the award for ‘Employee of the Year’ and 
the prestigious ’Social Enterprise of the Year’ 
category was won by Acceptable Enterprises Ltd in 
Larne. 
 
A full list of the winners of each category can be 
found at:  https://www.socialenterpriseni.org/
news/19-october-2018/social-enterprise-ni-gala-
awards-2018-winners 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.socialenterpriseni.org/news/19-october-2018/social-enterprise-ni-gal
https://www.socialenterpriseni.org/news/19-october-2018/social-enterprise-ni-gal
https://www.socialenterpriseni.org/news/19-october-2018/social-enterprise-ni-gal


 

 

Help with the Charity Annual 
Monitoring Return 

The Charity Commission has updated its guidance 
on how to complete the annual monitoring return 
with helpful screenshots of the online return. The 
Charity Commission has identified that October is 
one of the peak periods in which charities must 
submit their annual monitoring return to the charity 
register.   
 
This deadline only concerns registered charities 
with a financial year 1 January - 31 December who 
have a full financial year after charity registration.  
 
All registered charities must submit their examined 
annual accounts and trustees' report along with the 
annual monitoring return within 10 months after 
their full financial year after charity registration. If 
you haven't received notification from the 
Commission that your accounts are due then 
please check the charity register to make sure that 
the contact email on the charity register is correct.   
 
If your charity is due to submit the annual 
monitoring return, please don't leave it to the last 
minute as you may not have all the information to 
hand that you need to submit.  Please note that if 
you file your return after the due date, a notice 
stating that the documents were received late will 
be marked in red on the public register and will stay 
there until the following year, even if you're one day 
late. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
The Commission has identified that common errors 
in previous returns to the charity register have 
included: accounts not being audited or  
independently examined; auditor's/examiner's 
report not included; trustees' report not submitted; 
or the accounts not properly prepared.  For 
example, accrual accounts must comply with the 
Charities SORP and receipts and payments 
accounts must include a 'Statement of assets and 
liabilities', even if the charity does not have any 
property.    
  
Please see the Commission's guidance on 
completing the annual monitoring return to ensure 
you have all the right information, or indeed if you 
have already submitted your return, check it to 
make sure it is complete.  
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-
on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-
online-v20.pdf 
 
Please also see the Commission's other guidance 
on accounts and annual reporting below: 
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-
charity/annual-reporting/ 
 
 

Have a Spooky 
& Safe 
Halloween 
Halloween can be an exciting 
time for children with bonfires, 
fireworks, dressing up and 
parties with plenty of treats 
and party games. But with these added distractions 
comes an increase in the likelihood of accidents. 
These simple tips can make Halloween a safe night 
for everyone: 
 
Tips for Parents and Carers 
• Remind children to be extra careful when 

crossing any roads. 
• Choose a costume and mask that doesn’t 

restrict a child’s visibility. 
• Provide children with a torch or glow stick as 

part of their costume. 
• Avoid using a naked flame or candle in 

pumpkins; use a torch or battery-operated 
candle. 

• Tell children to stay away from any naked 
flames. Be sure they know how to ‘Stop, Drop 
and Roll’ if their clothing catches fire. 

 
 

 
Fireworks 
Greater availability has increased the popularity of 
fireworks, yet despite the warnings their use can often 
end in disaster with a visit to the hospital.  
 
Remember: 
• Outdoor fireworks cannot be bought in Northern 

Ireland without a licence. 
• Ensure fireworks comply with BS-EN 15947 – 

2015. 
• Read the instructions carefully before use and 

always supervise children around fireworks. 
 
Sparklers 
• Never give sparklers to children under the age 

of five. 
• Always wear gloves with sparklers, preferably 

leather ones. 
• Hold it at arms length and never wave sparklers 

at someone else as you could burn them. 
• When the sparkler has finished put it into a 

bucket of cold water 
immediately. 

 

http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/media/87963/20181008-arr05-practical-guidance-on-how-to-complete-the-annual-monitoring-return-online-v20.pdf
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/


 

 

Consultations 
Charity Commission NI 
Consultation now open: proposed action for 
charities that have failed basic compliance 
checks 
The Commission is seeking views on action it proposes 
to take when the accounts and reports of registered 
charities fail basic compliance testing. 
Basic compliance checks are checks carried out on 
annual monitoring returns (AMRs) submitted by 
registered charities under the annual reporting 
programme. The aim is to ensure that the information 
submitted complies with the fundamental requirements 
of charity legislation. 
 
When an AMR fails a basic compliance check the 
Commission contacts the charity trustees to advise 
where they have not complied with their legal obligations 
and to provide regulatory advice, which must be 
complied with.The Commission carries out basic 
compliance checks on a proportion of AMRs submitted. 
Not all returns are checked; as this is a manual check, 
the proportion of checks conducted is reliant on 
resources.  
 
In order to improve compliance levels and keep the 
public informed, the Commission proposes indicating on 
a charity’s register entry whether they have been subject 
to a basic compliance check. Any charity which fails a 
basic compliance check will be provided with guidance 
by the Commission. Where a charity fails to comply with 
the regulatory guidance provided, the Commission 
proposes to change the entry on the register of charities 
to read: Failed. 

The consultation is seeking your views on that proposal. 
We would like to hear from charity trustees, staff, 
volunteers and beneficiaries, umbrella bodies, helper 
groups, funders, donors and other regulators. As the 
register of charities is designed to increase transparency 
and contribute to public confidence in the sector we also 
welcome views from fundraisers and members of the 
public. This eight-week consultation will run from 26 
September 2018 to 21 November 2018. Comments 
received will support the Commission in ensuring that 
the compliance action it takes is proportionate, 
transparent and fair. 

 
Draft Strategic Plan 2019-22 
With resources likely to be cut in real terms over the next 
few years, the Commission has developed a new draft 
Strategic Plan 2019-22, which aims to address how and 
to what extent the Commission can fulfil its objectives 
effectively and efficiently. As part of an eight-week 
comment phase, running from 19 September 2018 to 12 
November 2018, the Commission is calling on all 
stakeholders to share their views on proposals within the 
draft plan. 
 
Comments received will support the Commission in 
finalising a plan that will direct organisational priorities 
over the next three years, enabling the Commission to 
deliver the statutory framework governing charity 
regulation in Northern Ireland. 
 
For more information, the consultation documents and to 
respond, go to; https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
about-us/public-consultations/current-consultations/ 

The Fundraising Regulator wants to 
hear your views  
The Fundraising Regulator (FR) held an information and 
consultation event in NICVA to talk about the changes to 
the Code of Fundraising Practice and to hear the views 
of voluntary and community organisations in NI.  
 
This consultation is a once in a generation chance to 
make the standards for UK Fundraising as user-friendly 
as possible. We would ask Northern Ireland fundraisers 
to make their views count by responding, and ensure the 
Code is easy to understand and apply in practice - 
Stephen Service, FR Policy Manager. 
 
The Code outlines the standards that are expected of 
fundraisers across the UK. It is a voluntary code 
developed for fundraisers by fundraisers and is a key 
part of maintaining public trust and confidence in the 
charity sector.  

 
 
 
 
It demonstrates that charities hold themselves 
accountable and is the means by which the FR 
considers complaints against charitable organisations 
that fundraise. All Code standards are underpinned by 4 
principles: legal, honest, open and accountable. The FR 
is currently consulting on The Code and want to hear 
our views by 16 November 2018. This consultation 
focuses on the style presentation, clarity and 
accessibility of the Code. They are looking specifically at 
the language used, the order and structure, avoiding 
duplication, making differences between NI and 
elsewhere clear, providing links with case studies and 
having clearer links to legislation.  
 
The consultation document is available at; https://
www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/code/consultations 

Department for Infrastructure 
Environmental Noise Directive – Road Noise Action Plan 2018-2023 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/environmental-noise-directive-road-noise-action-plan-2018-2023 
Closing date; 16

th
 November 2018 

https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/manage-your-charity/annual-reporting/
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/about-us/public-consultations/current-consultations/
https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/about-us/public-consultations/current-consultations/
https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/code/consultations
https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/code/consultations
https://nwcn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=121cf27c6bc9f22a70053ecdd&id=e30f40f1a1&e=b128a6e69d


 

 

Special Focus 
 

Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) is the 
networking and forum body for organisations 
interested in the natural and built environment of 
Northern Ireland. NIEL was formally launched in 
1990 to complete the UK network: Scottish 
Environment Link, Wales Environment Link and 
Wildlife and Countryside Link. The Environmental 
Pillar is made up of national environmental non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) who work 
together to represent the views of the Irish 
environmental sector. The island of Ireland and its 
surrounding waters represent a single 
biogeographic unit sharing common geology, 
landscapes, water catchments, flora and fauna.  
 
The Environmental Pillar creates and promotes 
policies that advance sustainable development. 
and acts as an advocacy coalition promoting 
sustainable solutions in areas such as climate 
change, biodiversity, tree-cover, resource 
efficiency, transport, planning and water. 
 
This is the text of a Brexit Briefing: A level playing 
field for environmental standards on the island of 
Ireland post-Brexit  
 
Most environmental standards on the island are 
currently shaped by EU legal frameworks, with 
compliance in both jurisdictions overseen by the 
European Commission and the European Court of 
Justice.  
 
These arrangements play a key role in encouraging 
environmental co-operation under the 1998 Good 
Friday/Belfast Agreement, supporting 
environmental improvements and providing a level 
playing field in order to facilitate North-South trade 
on a fair and sustainable basis.  
 
The UK’s scheduled exit from the EU in March 
2019 poses significant challenges to environmental 
governance and hence to this trade relationship.  
 
Indeed, nowhere in Europe will the environmental 
impacts of Brexit be felt more keenly. Post-Brexit, 
there is a serious risk of divergence in core 
environmental standards coupled with a major 
environmental governance gap in Northern Ireland.  
 
Environmental organisations welcome the 
commitment from all sides to protecting and 
supporting North-South co-operation and the all-
island economy following the UK’s exit from the 
bloc.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
However, without sufficient safeguards there is a 
major risk of environmental dumping and reduced 
standards of protection post-Brexit, with future 
administrations in Belfast or in Dublin put under 
pressure to undercut one other based on 
divergence in the robustness of implementation, 
compliance checking or enforcement.  
 
Priorities for the Political Declaration on the future 
EU-UK relations  
The proposed Ireland Protocol, or ‘backstop’, 
provides for continued North-South alignment 
within only a narrow subset of those EU rules 
considered necessary for the continuation of 
frictionless trade in goods across the border.  
 
Yet, the EU negotiating guidelines make it clear 
that the future trading relationship must include a 
set of “robust guarantees which ensure a level 
playing field,” on issues including environmental 
standards.  
 
The forthcoming Political Declaration on the future 
EU-UK relationship must include clarity on what 
these guarantees will be for the natural 
environment, ensuring the continued alignment with 
the minimum standards of protection currently in 
place on the island of Ireland.  
 
At a minimum, this should include:  
 
• A level playing field for environmental 

standards, based on a set of substantive 
rules anchored in EU law and covering core 
requirements in relation to, inter alia, nature 
protection, water quality, air quality, waste 
management and environmental assessment;  

 
• Clear commitments binding both parties with 

respect to mechanisms for the effective 
oversight and enforcement of environmental 
standards in their respective jurisdictions, 
including guarantees on access to 
environmental justice and a proper 
complaints mechanism for citizens and civil 
society organisations; and  

 
• An agreement on dispute settlement which 

covers all of the environment-related 
provisions, including legally binding decisions 
and sanctions in cases of non-compliance.  

Brexit Briefing 



 

 

NI Environment Link 
The NIEL EU Matters for October 2018 is now 
available at; https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf 
 
For other NIEL publications and events, go to; 
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/ 

Community Arts Partnership 
Here you will get access to up to date information on 
local community arts events, projects and funding.  
 
There is more information and updates on the  
Partnerships’ website at; http://comartspartner.org/ 

Walking, Cycling and Public Transport in Northern 
Ireland 2017/18 
This report presents findings from the 2017/18 Continuous 
Household Survey in relation to public attitudes to walking, cycling 
and public transport in Northern Ireland. 
 
For the full report and digest of findings, go to; https://
www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/walking-cycling-and-
public-transport-northern-ireland-201718  

Community Relations Council      
The most recent editions of CRC  
e-News is available at; https://
www.community-relations.org.uk/
publications/enews 

 
 
 
 
 
VIEWdigital is an online platform which aims to 
independently produce and publish original social 
affairs journalism in VIEW magazine/ezine and 
VIEWdigital news site.  It covers issues that have a 
major effect on society and get readers talking about 
them. VIEW readers are interested in topical social 
issues and VIEWdigital ismotivated to provide 
interesting social affairs stories to inform our readers. 
 
See the link to the latest issue of VIEW which looks at 
the impact of the Building Change Trust on the 
Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise sector in 
Northern Ireland as the Trust comes to the end of its 
10-year period of existence. 
 
http://viewdigital.org/2018/09/27/latest-issue-of-view-
we-look-at-impact-of-building-change-trust/ 

Law Centre Social Security Bulletin 
Have you signed up to Law Centre's bi-monthly social 
security bulletin yet? If not, you are 
missing out. It provides an 
overview of the latest social security law 
and policy, an update on Universal 
Credit, a view from Law Centre front line 
and a top tip for advisers as well as 
details of important public consultations.  
 
Sign up here. 

Please click the link below to access the September 
2018 edition of inpartnership – the newsletter for 
PCSPs which highlights local events and initiatives.  
 
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/
inpartnership-june-edition-2018_0.pdf 

Available online, including articles such a new oral history collection, the challenges 
facing older people and those facing deaf people seeking health or medical care.  
 
Scope can be accessed at; http://scopeni.nicva.org/ 

Publications 
Rural Community Network 
The latest edition of the Rural Policy Link is now available from the RCN.  
 
To access the publication, go to; http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx 

https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/cmsfiles/EU-Matters-October-2018.pdf
https://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
http://comartspartner.org/
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/walking-cycling-and-public-transport-northern-ireland-201718
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/walking-cycling-and-public-transport-northern-ireland-201718
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/walking-cycling-and-public-transport-northern-ireland-201718
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/publications/enews
http://viewdigital.org/2018/09/27/latest-issue-of-view-we-look-at-impact-of-building-change-trust/
http://viewdigital.org/2018/09/27/latest-issue-of-view-we-look-at-impact-of-building-change-trust/
https://lawcentreni.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae690a33dc6a1581f08bf755b&id=085ae408e8&e=ba02d77338
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-june-edition-2018_0.pdf
https://www.pcsps.org/sites/pcsp/files/media-files/inpartnership-june-edition-2018_0.pdf
http://scopeni.nicva.org/
http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/publications/default.aspx


 

 

Events 



 

 

Private Rented Sector 2018- 
Changes, Challenges and Collaboration  

Conference to be held in the Skainos Centre  
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 - 09:30 to 16:00  

Housing Rights’ annual one day conference on the private rented sector will this year focus on the 
potential for government, key stakeholders and tenants to rise to the challenges facing an increasingly 
relied upon sector. 
 
Whilst the growth of the private rented sector has also seen a change in the demographic of people who 
live there, there has been a recent welcome focus on the difficulties facing low income households who 
now rent privately. 
 
Housing Rights is delighted that Dr Julie Rugg from the Centre for Housing Policy at the University of York 
will deliver a keynote address at the conference. Dr Rugg’s work, co-authored with David Rhodes and 
recently published by the Nationwide Foundation examines a decade’s worth of changes to the private 
rented sector in England and assesses the impact these reforms have had on low income households. 
 
Chaired by Professor Paddy Gray, the conference will unpack issues around private rented sector access 
including a focus on housing supply and letting fees. The afternoon session will examine how tenancies 
can be sustained, particularly in the context of welfare reform. Delegates will hear from speakers including 
John Blackwood, Scottish Landlords Association as well as academics involved in a CACHE Exemplar 
Research project on ‘Generation Rent’. 
 
Speakers:  
 
• Dr Julie Rugg, Centre for Housing Policy, University of York 
• John Blackwood, Scottish Landlords Association 
• CACHE 
• Senior representative, Department for Communities 
• Lisa Wilson, NERI 
• Gavin Elliott, Threshold 
 
For more information, go to;  
http://housingrights.org.uk/event/private-rented-sector-2018-changes-challenges-and-collaboration 

Institute of Fundraising NI -  
Fundraising Conference 2018  
 
Thursday 08 November 2018 9:00am 
 
You are invited to the Institute of Fundraising NI for the annual fundraising conference and learn from 
some of the best fundraising innovators on Thursday 8th November 2018 in Cultra Manor 
 
This year’s theme is #KeepingItFresh  
 
How to keep yourself as a fundraiser and also your cause fresh and relevant to your donors in today’s ev-
er changing climate and competitive industry. 
 
The day will be a mix of plenary sessions and interactive breakout sessions of your choice. 
 
For a full timetable of events please visit the following link!  
https://www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk/library/iof-northern-ireland-annual-conference-2018-timetable/  
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Training 
Volunteer Now Training 

Building Blocks to Success - Volunteer Role Planning 
 
Date:  14th November 2018 
Time:  10am-1pm 
Location: Volunteer Now, 34 Shatesbury Square, Belfast BT2 7DB 
Cost:  £30+VAT  
 
Planning out exactly what you want a volunteer to do is the fundamental building block that informs all 
other aspects of managing that volunteer. 
 
Using a role description planning tool, you will identify the key information needed to demystify your roles. 
 
Explore how to make role descriptions more volunteer friendly and attractive for inclusion in information 
packs and websites. 
 
A Certificate of Attendance is awarded at the end of this session. 
 
For more information and to book places, go to; http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-and-standards 

Keeping Adults Safe: Adult Safeguarding Champion and Appointed 
Person Training 
 
Date:  26th November 2018 
Time:  10.00am - 4.00pm 
Location: Volunteer Now, 34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast BT2 7DB 
Cost:  £75 (plus VAT) per person for voluntary/community and social enterprise OR £90 (plus VAT)  
  per person for public/private sector 
 
The Adult Safeguarding Champion (ASC) role combines responsibility for strategy, operations and 
oversight for an organisation in relation to adults at risk of harm under “Adult Safeguarding: Prevention 
and Protection in Partnership” (2015) and the “Adult Safeguarding Operational Procedures” (2016). Some 
organisations will also have Appointed Persons, with delegated responsibility for day to day adult 
safeguarding operations. 
 
This is a full day’s training for Adult Safeguarding Champions and Appointed Persons. 
 
It covers: 
• The role and responsibilities of the Adult Safeguarding Champion/ Appointed Person 
• The safeguarding adults structure for Northern Ireland 
• Determining the correct course of action in relation to safeguarding concerns 
• Consent, capacity and coercion 
• Organisational and Trust responsibilities 
• Monitoring and reporting duties of the ASC. 
  
Places are allocated on a first come, first served basis and are limited to a maximum of 5 per 
organisation. 
  
For more information and to book places, go to; http://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-and-standards 
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Housing Rights Training 

Anti-Social Behaviour 
Belfast-Housing Rights  
Thursday, November 22, 2018 - 10:00 to 16:00  
 
Antisocial behaviour is a common problem and a cause of concern for people across all tenure types. 
This one day course focuses in particular on social landlords and tenants. It will examine legal 
responsibilities of both social landlords and tenants, legislative procedural requirements which must be 
followed when dealing with cases of antisocial behaviour, and the most recent case law in relation to 
antisocial behaviour. It will also look at potential upcoming changes to the law surrounding antisocial 
behaviour. 
 
Who should attend?  
• housing advisers 
• community/residents groups 
• benefit advisors 
• political party constituency offices 
• private, social and hostel accommodation providers 
• the legal profession 

Universal Credit and Housing: Elements and Impacts 
Belfast-Housing Rights  
Monday, November 26, 2018 - 10:00 to 16:00  
 
Universal Credit is gradually being introduced in Northern Ireland and will bring a new set of challenges 
for housing providers, tenants, homeowners and those who advise them. This training course will provide 
a complete introduction to the housing element of Universal Credit and the likely impacts of this new 
system on tenants and homeowners. Through detailed instruction, practical case-studies and discussion, 
participants will learn: 
• What type of accommodation will remain under the Housing Benefit system 
• How Universal Credit differs from Housing Benefit 
• How to assist people to claim Universal Credit 
• Who is eligible to receive help with housing costs and what restrictions may apply to certain 

categories of claimant 
• How housing costs will be dealt with under Universal Credit 
• What assistance is available to help Universal Credit claimants who have to pay rates 
• How to estimate how much someone will receive under Universal Credit 
• About sources of financial support to help people who are struggling with the new system 
• The eligibility criteria, application process and repayment procedures associated with the new 

system of loan support for mortgage costs 
• How other elements of Welfare Reform, including the bedroom tax, benefit cap and welfare 

supplementary payments, interact with Universal Credit 
 
This course will be of particular interest to people working within the social housing sector, private 
landlords and agents and advice agencies who regularly deal with housing queries. 
 
By the end of the day, participants can 
• Understand the types of accommodation which will be assessed under Universal Credit 
• Understand the application, assessment and payment cycles for Universal Credit 
• Assist customers who have difficulty understanding their entitlement to assistance with payments 

relating to rent, service charges, mortgages and secured loans and rates 
• Signpost customers to relevant sources of statutory and charitable support to ease financial 

hardship 
 
This course will be of particular interest to people working within the social housing sector, private 
landlords and agents and advice agencies who regularly deal with housing queries.  
 
For more information of Housing Rights courses, including costs, or to book places, go to;  
https://www.housingrights.org.uk/training-events 
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Funding 

Micro Grant 
Programme 
The Micro Grant 
Programme has been 
established in 
recognition and 
celebration of the contribution of voluntary groups 
and people to our society and the need for a simple 
application process for small amounts of funding. 
  
Area: Northern Ireland 
Grant Size: Up to £1,000 
Priorities: Low capacity groups who have 
limited access to funding 
  
Who can apply: 
 
You do not have to have a constitution to apply to 
this fund. If you’re thinking about a project that 
does one or more of  the following we might be 
able to help. 
• Reduce isolation and vulnerability 
• Focus on the positive contribution of people 

within the community 
• Enable  active participation of a community in 

decision-making and addressing of local 
issues 

• Help get people engaged in taking 
community action where it hasn’t happened 
before 

 

Examples of the types of activities that may be 
supported: 
 
• Basic training support materials – books for 

example 
• Interview training 
• Mentoring 
• Travel costs to access relevant training 

(public transport for up to six months) 
• Childcare during employability training (up to 

six months) 
• Access course 
 
The Micro Grants Programme will not support: 
 
• Groups with income over £30,000 per annum 
• Trips outside of Northern Ireland  
• Individual applications 
• Purchase of vehicles 
• Running costs of large organisations 
• Holiday schemes 
• Parties and shopping trips 
• Promotion of religion or political activity 
• Applications from statutory organisations 
 
The fund is open for applications on a rolling 
call basis, subject to fund availability. 
It is recommended that you read our Grant 
FAQs before starting your grant application.  
 
Should you have any further questions please 
contact the Grants Team on 028 9024 5927. 

Big Lottery announce new Digital Fund 
 
The Digital Fund is a new UK wide £15 million funding programme to support charities and community 
organisations. It is about helping the charity and voluntary sector to use digital tools and approaches to 
support people and communities to thrive. 
 
Applications initially open on 22nd October 2018 and close on 3rd December 2018. There will be 
further opportunities to apply in 2019. 
 
The Digital Fund is currently offering two strands of funding. To find the right kind of support for your 
organisation, choose one of the following options:  
 
Digital Fund Strand 1 offers grants of up to £500,000 and a tailored support package. The aim is to help 
established charities use digital to take a major leap forward. We expect grants to last from 1 to 4 years.  
 
Digital Fund Strand 2 offers grants of up to £500,000 for newer organisations that have already 
launched promising services that use digital to achieve scale or impact. We expect grants to last from 1 to 
4 years.  
 
For more information and to check your eligibility visit  
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/digital-fund 
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Funding cont’d 

Community Relations / Cultural Diversity 
 
Aim of the Scheme 
The Community Relations Council, with the support of Government, has 
established a fund of approximately £400,000 to spend each year on 
community relations projects.  
 
This funding is intended to help community/voluntary groups throughout 
Northern Ireland develop their capacity to engage in community relations 
work and to enhance the community relations potential of projects they undertake. 
 
There are a number of changes to the 2018/19 Scheme which include a new application form.    
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss a proposal prior to submitting an application please contact a 
member of the Funding & Development Programme. Phone 028 9022 7500 or email info@nicrc.org.uk 
 
Deadline date:  31 January 2019 
 
For more information and an application pack visit  
https://www.community-relations.org.uk/community-relations-cultural-diversity 

New funds open for 
Drumquin and Killen area, 
Co. Tyrone 
Energia has set up the fund to ensure that the wind 
farms, whilst having obvious environmental 
benefits, will also provide significant social and 
economic benefits to the local community in the 
Killen and Drumquin area. 
 
Small one off grants will be available for various 
activities. For groups working in partnership on 
strategic projects grants will be available up to a 
maximum of £5000 per annum over a 1-3 year 
period. 
 
For the Cornavarrow Wind Farm only the 
company is inviting significant strategic projects to 
submit applications for capital grant aid, up to 
£25,000 over a 5 year period. Only projects which 
make a significant contribution to improving the 
health and well being of the local community will be 
considered for capital funding. 
 
Peter Baillie, Managing Director of Energia 
Renewables said “We are confident that many local 
community organisations and voluntary groups in 
Drumquin and the surrounding area will see the 
benefit of this initiative. Energia Renewables is very 
committed to getting resources and much needed 
funding on the ground within the communities 
where we invest." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These grant awards will be administered by the 
Fermanagh Trust who manage a number of wind 
farm funds.  
 
Grants will be available to community projects 
located within 5km of Cornavarrow Wind Farm, 
which covers Drumquin or 5km of the 
Slieveglass Wind Farm, which covers Killen. 
 
Lauri McCusker, Director of the Fermanagh Trust 
added “Energia has established this sizeable fund 
which is a huge opportunity for local groups to do 
great things over the coming years. We know there 
are a number of dedicated community 
organisations and some fantastic voluntary projects 
taking place and we look forward to seeing 
applications coming in.” 
 
The fund is now open for applications and groups 
are invited to submit applications by 12 noon, 
Tuesday 20th November 2018.  
 
To download guidelines and application 
form CLICK HERE . Or contact E: 
hazel@fermanaghtrust.org  / Tel: 028 66 320 210. 
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