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News

Storey sets out proposals
for a new regulatory framework
Social Development Minister, Mervyn Storey
MLA, has launched the second in a series of
consultations aimed at improving the way
social housing is delivered in Northern Ireland.

The consultation on ‘A New Regulatory
Framework for Social Housing Providers in
Northern Ireland’, which is part of the Social
Housing Reform Programme, sets out the
framework that will be used to regulate
activities and services provided by social
landlords.

The consultation proposes a regulatory
framework that:

q Protects and empowers tenants
q Ensures the continued provision of high-

quality housing services
q Provides assurance to tenants,

investors and Government
q Supports social landlords in service

delivery enabling them to become more
innovative

Minister Storey said: “Together the Northern
Ireland Housing Executive and 24 registered
Housing Associations manage approximately
124,000 social homes in Northern Ireland.
Given the importance of those homes to
tenants, and indeed the level of public funds
invested in those homes, it is vital that we are
assured of the ongoing financial and business
health of these housing providers.

This consultation seeks your views on the
proposed new regulatory framework and I
would encourage all those with an interest to
respond.”

The consultation period will run from
12th March – 10th June 2015

As part of the consultation on A New
Regulatory Framework three public events will
be held on:

15th  April 2015
City Hotel, Londonderry

17th  April 2015
Belfast Central Mission, Grosvenor House

20th April 2015
Craigavon Civic Centre

Minister Storey added: “We are in the midst of
an intensive consultation process; with the
tenant participation strategy consultation
ongoing until 8th April 2015. In addition, over
the coming months further consultations will
result in the identification of preferred options
for: a new social housing rent policy, how
organisations should work with the new 11
Councils, and future structures for delivering
social housing.”

Further information on the Social Housing
Reform Programme is available on the DSD
website at; http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/shrp



New money advice events for tenants

The Housing Executive is joining forces with Advice NI and a range of advice agencies to help
support people who are struggling to pay their bills, giving them a fresh start with their finances.
Thirteen events will take place in towns across Northern Ireland.

Advisers will attend the events to help people make sure they are getting all the financial help
they are entitled to and provide advice on how to manage that money.

Last year Advice NI’s advisers successfully helped over 5,000 households making sure they
maximised their household’s income. Advisers checked eligibility for benefits, helped with
budgeting and offered free confidential and impartial debt and money advice.

 Gerry Flynn,  Director of Landlord Services commented,
“We know many of our tenants are struggling financially which can leave them feeling stressed.
and want to make sure they get the help and advice they need.

We are delighted to work with Advice NI whose professional advisers provide good quality
advice and support.

They aim to help those who contact them feel less stressed about their situation.”

It can be hard to face rent arrears, credit card debt, bank loans, store cards, payday loans or
door step lenders on your own.

If you are not able to attend the event but would like to talk to an adviser about your finances you
can contact Advice NI’s, money and debt service, Debt Action NI on 0800 917 4607, text ‘Action’
on 81025 or browse the website at: http://www.debtaction-ni.net/

For a list of money advice events, go to;
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/money_advice_dates_2015.pdf



Social Development Minister, Mervyn Storey MLA, has
announced funding of £400,000 for the NI National Citizens
Service (NI NCS) programme for 2015/16

Social Development Minister, Mervyn Storey MLA, has
announced a cash injection of £2million to extend the Boiler
Replacement Scheme for another year

The announcement follows the success of NI
NCS last year which brought young people from
different backgrounds to work together, helping
them to understand how to be responsible
citizens and assist their communities.

Co-operation Ireland have been chosen as the
department ’s strategic partner for the
programme and will operate alongside a
consortium of voluntary and youth groups.

Launching the programme Minister Storey said:
“The Northern Ireland National Citizen Service
is fast becoming an integral tool in the personal
development of our young people. Since its
inception in 2012 over 950 young people have

participated giving them the chance to develop
their confidence, learn new skil ls that
employers and universities will welcome and
show both their peers and themselves what
they have the potential to achieve. I welcome
Co-operation Ireland as the strategic partner
and I am confident they will help build on the
success of the programme in the coming year.

The young people of today are our leaders of
tomorrow and that is why I chose to continue to
invest in all of our futures through this additional
funding of £400,000. This will enable a further
350 young people to engage in this life-
changing programme.”

The scheme – which helps people who own
their own homes to upgrade their existing boiler
- was due to come to an end on 31st March
this year. However, today’s announcement will
see the scheme extended for another year.

Minister Storey said: “The extension of the
Boiler Replacement Scheme underlines my
commitment to supporting people to reduce
their energy costs and to maximise the energy
efficiency of their homes. It has helped many
households and I want it to help many more.”

Since the scheme was launched in September
2012, 18,500 boilers have been replaced and
more than 2,000 installers have carried out
installation work which has helped to boost the
construction industry and the wider economy.

The Minister continued: “Replacing an old and
inefficient boiler can save households from
£250 to £300 per year, but the financial savings
are not the only benefit. Living in a warmer

home contributes to your health and wellbeing
and is vital for some of the most vulnerable in
our society.  I would encourage anyone who
thinks they may be eligible for the scheme or
who perhaps knows of a friend or family
member who may qualify, to apply now.”

Under the scheme, owner-occupiers earning
less than £40,000 gross income and who have
a boiler at least 15 years old, are eligible to
have it upgraded. If eligible, grants of up to
£1,000 are available to assist with either
replacing an inefficient boiler for a more
energy-efficient condensing oil or gas boiler,
switching from oil to gas, or switching to a wood
pellet boiler.

Households who wish to apply should contact
the NIHE for information on 03448 920 900 or
email: boiler-replacement@nihe.gov.uk
More information is also available at;
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/boiler-replacement-
allowance



Social Development Minister, Mervyn
Storey MLA, has announced that he is
increasing funding to the Mortgage
Debt Advice Service

The MDAS, provided by the Housing Rights Service, will see its funding increase to £340,000
in 2015/16, an increase of £115,000 from 2014/15.

The increase in funding will enable the Housing Rights Service to provide valuable support to
more people who are in mortgage crisis and further help reduce the risk of people facing
homelessness and repossession.

Speaking after attending a celebratory event in Parliament Buildings marking the 50th Anniversary
of the Housing Rights Service, Minister Storey said: “I am delighted to be able to provide a
substantial 50% increase in funding for the vital Mortgage Debt Advice Service for the forthcoming
year. This will enable more people to benefit from this excellent service and further help reduce
the risk of homelessness for those facing difficulties with mortgage debt.”

The Minister recently published the final report from the Housing Repossessions Taskforce report
which highlights the expectation that demand for advice services will increase due to the
significant number of households in Northern Ireland exposed to interest rate rises.

The Minister continued: “An increase in funding to the Mortgage Debt Advice Service was a key
recommendation coming from the Taskforce. Today, I am delivering on that recommendation.
Seeking advice and support early, another key recommendation from the Taskforce, is the first
step in addressing a mortgage crisis situation. The outcomes can be significantly improved,
and while no doubt daunting, addressing that there is an issue has to be the first step in dealing
with the problem.”

In the first ten months of 2014/15, the MDAS
supported 1,395 borrowers. The support ranged
from sound advice to prevent an escalation of the
mortgage debt problem, interventions to prevent
homelessness and vital support to people going
through the court process.

The Minister continued: “The additional funding I
have allocated to this important service will ensure
that the MDAS can provide essential advice to even
more people.

I would continue to encourage anyone who feels that they are in danger of
losing their home to access this support as early as possible. The Housing
Rights Service will help to explore all the options available to avoid the
threat of repossession and secure an affordable and sustainable solution.”

Contact the Mortgage Debt Advice Service Line on 0300 323 0310 or guidance is also available
at the Housing Rights Service website at; http://www.housingadviceni.org./



Assembly News
Welfare Reform Bill Presented to the Assembly
The Welfare Reform Bill has been considered by the Assembly and has been
tabled for Further Consideration. At the Full meeting of the Assembly held on Monday 23rd February
the Minister responded to questions on, protection for home owners from repossession, the Affordable
Warmth Scheme, local government and devolved functions, Volunteering Small Grants Fund and the
Independent Living Fund.
The full question and answer session can be read at:
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/02/23&docID=224857

Weekly Answers Booklet 2013 / 2014
The Written Answers Booklet (WAB) is no longer be available in PDF format.
An electronic version of the Written Answer Book is now available via AIMS at the following link:
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/weeklywrittens.aspx. It provides questions and answers in
a similar format to the WAB, i.e. on a weekly basis by department. However, unlike the weekly WAB,
it will be updated daily as answers become available and it is also readily searchable for key words,
reference numbers or phrases.

Assembly Round-up
A daily digest of events and sessions at the assembly is available on the Assembly website at;
http://blog.niassembly.gov.uk/

Social Development Committee
The minutes of all recent meetings including minutes of evidence, and the forward work programme
for the committee are available at:
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/social-development/

Involving Tenants in Social Housing Delivery
The DSD recently launched the ‘Tenant Participation Strategy for Northern Ireland: 2015-2020’
on the 15th January 2015.  This strategy recognises the existing good practice in tenant
engagement and participation in Northern Ireland and aims to:
·         build on the good work already going on
·         work to ensure consistency throughout the sector
·         encourage and support tenants to become involved at a level they feel comfortable with

We want all those with an interest to provide their views on the role tenants can play in shaping
the delivery of social housing and the services they receive from social landlords.
The consultation period will run until the 8th April 2015

Visit:

CONSULTATIONS

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/consultations/tenant-participation-strategy-consultation.htm



Consultation on Library Opening Hours Announced
As a result of the savings required by the Draft Budget for 2015/16 the Board of Libraries NI has
agreed reluctantly to review library opening hours across Northern Ireland.  

The Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure has provided a measure of protection to the library sector in
the Draft Budget 2015/16 which means there will be no library closures but opening hours in a number
of libraries may be reduced or will operate with a different pattern.  A public consultation on the proposed
revised opening hours will take place from 18th February 2015 to 17th April 2015.

The Consultation Report suggests that public libraries across Northern Ireland continue to be
categorised into bands based on level of use.  The proposal is that libraries in Band One would open
for 54 hours per week; those in Band Two would open for 50 hours per week; those in Band Three
would open for 45 hours per week; those in Band Four would open for 40 hours per week; those in
Band Five would open for 35 hours per week; those in Band Six would open for 28 hours per week;
those in Band Seven would open for 25 hours per week; and libraries in Band Eight would be open for
18 hours per week.

Public consultation on the policy and proposals will commence on 18th February and close on 17th
April 2015.  Survey questionnaires will be available in libraries or can be accessed at; http://
www.librariesni.org.uk/AboutUs/Public-Consultations/Pages/Review-of-Library-Opening-Hours-
2015.aspx

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland consultation on draft
equality guidance
The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has opened a public consultation on new equality
guidance for Northern Ireland charities.  The guidance, and information on the consultation, can be
viewed on our website at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk

The consultation will run until Tuesday 28th April 2015.

How can you respond?
You can take part in the consultation using any of the following methods:

1. Complete an online questionnaire available at: www.charitycommissionni.org.uk
2. Download a consultation response form from their: www.charitycommissionni.org.uk

complete and either:

w Email it to consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk or
w Post it to Charity Commission for NI, 257 Lough Road, Lurgan, BT66 6NQ

3. Contact Ann Breslin, policy and research officer, on 028 3832 0220 to discuss your views
4. Attend one of two remaining panel discussions as detailed below:

w Wednesday 25th March 2015, 2pm – 4.30pm at Rural Community Network Building,
38a Oldtown Street, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone, BT80 8EF

w Tuesday 14th April 2015, 6pm – 8.30pm at Charity Commission for Northern Ireland,
257 Lough Road, Lurgan, BT66 6NQ

All are welcome to attend these panels however places are limited and must be reserved in advance
by contacting consult@charitycommissionni.org.uk



NICVA Influence>Access Policy Pop Up
Tuesday 24th March 2015 - 12:30pm to 1:30pm

How to think like a Senior Civil Servant
Voluntary and community organisations have high levels of access to decision makers. But do
we have influence? Empathy and understanding are key traits that anyone who wants to influence
policy need to develop. If you want to turn access into influence you need to have the ability to
see things from another’s point of view and understand the environment they operate in. In order
to help NICVA members get an insight into key decision making processes a new series of one
hour, off the record talks and conversations on a wide range of topics has been arranged.

For more information and booking, go to; http://www.nicva.org/event/influenceaccess-policy-pop

Housing Rights Training Courses
Annual Housing Law Update
Belfast - Housing Rights Service
Wednesday, March 25th, 2015 - 10:00 to 13:00

The housing landscape in Northern Ireland is changing. Their annual housing law update event
will make sure that you are kept up to date with the very latest developments in housing legislation,
policy and practice. This essential half day seminar will provide you with the must have information
on key housing policy and case law developments over the past year including: changes to
welfare reform, in particular the introduction of the bedroom tax reform of social housing review
of the selection scheme changes implemented in the private sector.

There will be an opportunity to discuss housing cases in court with Housing Rights Service
Solicitor and Policy Officer.

Who should attend? This session will be particularly useful to constituency offices, church
or community groups, residents associations as well as welfare rights or housing advisers. For
more information go to; http://www.housingrights.org.uk/event/annual-housing-law-
update#sthash.661GcyJg.dpuf



New Issue of Scope Magazine 
The January edition of NICVA’s social policy magazine, Scope, is
out now. Articles this month include a look at the Stormont House

Agreement, an analysis of the current crisis in our health service and an interview with Frances
McCandless from the Charity Commission.

Subscribe to Scope via the website at: http://scopeni.nicva.org/newsletter-
s i g n u p ? u t m_ s o u r c e =e N e ws +s u b s c r i b e r s &u t m_ c a mp a i g n = f 4 c 4 0 6 b 6 5 0 -
eNews_12_January_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-f4c406b650-
313465361

Reform Inform- Newsletter on the progress of local
government reform
The department of the Environment has published a further
newsletter on local government reform. The September issue
details capacity building for new councillors and regulations and
statutory guidance. The latest edition can be accessed at;
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/reform_newsroom

Publications
Regulator’s new report analyses first
charities to be registered in Northern
Ireland
A new report by Northern Ireland’s charity regulator offers a unique insight into the first charities
to be registered since compulsory charity registration began in Northern Ireland in December
2013.

The report, entitled ‘What do charities look like in Northern Ireland’, analyses charity information
held on the new register of charities as at 19th January 2015, just over a year after registration
began.

Head of Charity Services at the Commission, Punam McGookin, commented: “Once complete,
the register of charities will be the definitive directory of all charities in Northern Ireland, providing
the public with a wide a range of information on each charity. Alongside this, the register will also
act as a valuable research tool, providing unique and up to date data on the charity sector in
Northern Ireland, including charities’ income, purposes and activities.This research report, which
analyses the new register at just over a year old, is the latest in what we hope will be a series of
reports, each one providing an important insight into the charity sector and the register itself as
it develops.”

The report, available to view on www.charitycommissionni.org.uk, analyses information on the
first 786 charities registered by the Commission, representing 100% of the register of charities
as at 19th January 2015.



NIEL EU Matters December 2014
NI Environment Link’s Monthly look at European Environmental News is available at:
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/NIEL-EU-Matters-February-2015.pdf

NIEL Assembly News
Keep up–to–date with all the environment related news and
events taking place at Stormont. To see the main agenda items
to be discussed this week at the Assembly and view NIEL’s
monthly review of the outcome of various Statements,
Debates and Questions on environmental issues go to:
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/news/assembly-news/

National Energy Action NI
The latest edition of the newsletter from National Energy Action NI has just
been published. This newsletter is sponsored by the Public Health Agency
through the Northern Exposure project.

It will provide you with current programmes of work aimed at providing advice
or support to householders as well as up to date fuel poverty policy
information.

All editions of our newsletter can be located on the NEA NI website using the link below:
http://www.nea.org.uk/nea-northern-ireland/see-us-in-action/NEA+NI+Newsletter

What you need to know about the Work and Families (NI) Act 2015
The Work and Families (NI) Act deals with voluntary sharing of leave and pay after the birth or adoption
of a child as well as extending the right to request flexible working to all.

You may have heard about the Work and Families (NI) Act in the news recently, mainly reporting on
shared parental leave and pay. The intention is to allow families more choice over how they look after
their children in the first year.

NICVA has produced an outline and explanation of the provisions of the Act. This can be viewed at;
h ttp :/ /www.n icva.org /ar t ic le/what -you-need-know-about -work-and-fami lies-n i-act -
2 0 1 5 ? u t m _ s o u r c e = e N e w s + s u b s c r i b e r s & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = 2 1 9 7 4 a a 3 8 6 -
eNews_2_March_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-21974aa386-323037937

Welfare Reform Bill: Further Consideration Stage
The Further Consideration Stage, as compared to Consideration Stage, is the second opportunity to
amend and refine Bill. Only amendments, not clauses or schedules, can be debated, and no
amendment which would reverse a decision that has already been taken by the Assembly can be put
forward. The Bill will be reprinted to include the amendments made, and the Final Stage debate (before
the Bill is passed as an Act) is due to take place soon.

NICVA has published an outline of the Further Consideration including the Amendments tabled. This
can be read at;  http://www.nicva.org/article/welfare-reform-bill-amendments-part-
2 ? u t m _ s o u r c e = e N e w s + s u b s c r i b e r s & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = 2 1 9 7 4 a a 3 8 6 -
eNews_2_March_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-21974aa386-323037937



FUNDING
Social Enterprise Development Awards 2015

Helping ambitious
social entrepreneurs
to grow their ventures,
there are two SEDA

Catalyst Awards available in 2015: consisting
of £5,000 cash and a 12-month development
and growth support package or £10,000 cash
and a 12-month development and growth
support package.

This Award is for established ventures that have
great potential to make real, positive social
change but need targeted support to grow and
move to the next stage of their development
and require the funds to invest in a growth
project.
 
Your venture will be eligible for a £5,000 Award
if it has an annual turnover of between 25 - 75K
and direct sales from between 20% - 50% of
annual turnover and be eligible for a £10,000
Award if it has an annual turnover of between
75 – 100k and direct sales from between 50%-
100% of annual turnover.

What we need from you?

About You
You are an ambitious social entrepreneur with
high potential to create significant social
change. You need help to prioritise and
become more business focused. You have
identified specific areas in which you need
development to move your idea forward, but
lack the funds to do it.  

If you are a past or current UnLtd Award Winner
you will have used your previous Award to
maximum gain.  You have a business plan in
place which is a logical and realistic route to
achieving your goals.

 About your Venture
You have a successful model but need
additional funds and support to bridge a gap
to become ‘contract ready’. You have a new
market opportunity for your product or service
but need support to access it.
 
Catalyst Support includes
A cash Award of £5,000 or £10,000 to be spent
on capital items and salaries for roles created
to support growth; and knowledge and skills
development in the following areas:

· planning for full cost recovery
· understanding and measuring social

impact
· communication and public speaking
· brand development and marketing

strategy
· financial planning and preparing

management accounts
· developing useful connections and

networks
· business model development

focused on creative ways to
generate income to enable service
delivery to those who cannot afford to
pay for it

· project management
· pricing of products and time 

How to Apply
You can submit an expression of interest for a
Catalyst Award now at:
 https://unltd.org.uk/seda.

The deadline for expressions of interest is 27th March 2015.
The deadline for completed application forms is 10th April 2015.



The Thomas Devlin Fund Bursaries
The Thomas Devlin Fund has now re-opened for 2015 to provide Visual Arts bursaries. The
Fund provides a bursary scheme that aims to provide gifted young people with exciting and
unique opportunities to develop their skills and talent in music and the arts. The Fund was set up
in memory of Thomas Devlin who, at the age of 15, was murdered in an unprovoked attack in
2005. Over the last nine years the bursaries have supported over 45 young people.

In 2015, the Fund will offer grants of up to £1,750 to young people 15-19 who would like to
pursue a career or study in the visual arts. The bursaries aim to fund specific opportunities and
activities above and beyond the ordinary, which will stimulate, encourage and inspire the young
beneficiaries to succeed in their particular field.

Applicants will need to demonstrate:

Prospect for development of their potential
Need for financial assistance
How the award will make a difference to their own life and
to others in their community.

How to Apply
Application Forms can be downloaded and should be completed by the student and their teacher/
tutor and submitted on behalf of the applicant by their teacher/tutor. To download an application
and find out more details please visit the link below:
www.communityfoundationni.org/Grants/Thomas-Devlin-Fund

Completed applications should be emailed to: The Thomas Devlin Fund c/o Barbara Woods
at bwoods@communityfoundationni.org.
The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 4pm on Wednesday 22nd
April 2015 

84.7million funding for the
environment through EU cross-border
cooperation scheme
Following detailed discussions with the UK and Ireland Member
States the European Commission has formally adopted a new INTERREG cross-border co-
operation programme for the Border Region of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Western Scotland
for 2014-2020. A significant element of the programme is directed towards the environment
theme.

Minister Mark Durkan said: “I welcome this significant funding to be allocated to the Environment
theme under the Interreg programme. A total of €72million together with an additional €12.7million
provided through national contributions will be available for collaborative environmental projects
in the North, the border region of Ireland and Western Scotland.   I believe this programme offers
a significant opportunity to recover habitats and species of concern, achieve a more integrated
approach to marine management and improve water quality across the region. I would therefore
encourage all interested parties to grasp this opportunity and to engage in the programme
when the Special European Programmes Body (SEUPB) opens calls under the environment
theme later in the year.”
www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-doe-030315-84-million-funding?WT.mc_id=rss-news



The Prince’s Countryside Fund - Spring Round Now Open
with £800,000 for UK Rural Initiatives

The Prince’s Countryside Fund was established to support the sustainability and protection of
farms and rural communities throughout the UK. The aim of the funding is to have a long-term
positive impact on rural communities, helping those that live and work there to sustain the
countryside by tackling key rural issues.

The budget for the spring round is £800,000 with grants of up to £50,000 available to not-for-
profit organisations, charities, Social Enterprises, Community Interest Companies, Companies
Limited by Guarantee, and Unincorporated Associations. Funding is for a maximum of three
years and for a maximum grant of £50,000 per project.

Grants must result in outcomes that directly relate to the Fund’s objectives to:

• Improve the viability of British farming targeting the areas of greatest need.
• Improve the sustainability of rural communities targeting the areas of greatest need.

Projects must focus on at least one of the following three key countryside issues:

• Developing Thriving Rural Communities by improving service provision in rural areas.
Projects should provide innovative solutions to deliver assets and services that keep rural
communities together and develop a more sustainable rural economy, such as empowering
communities to provide village services or create business hubs and employment for local
people.

• Transforming Rural Livelihoods by supporting rural enterprise and farming businesses.
Projects should focus on developing stronger, more sustainable farm and rural enterprises
with the aim of halting the decline of the rural economy, for example by providing rural
businesses with support and advice or supporting farmer led initiatives.

• Creating the Farmers of the Future by providing training opportunities for young people
and the unemployed.  Projects should help improve skills and increase opportunities of
taking up rural careers, in particular in farming, with the aim of helping people to remain
within and contribute to the rural economy, for example, training opportunities and
apprenticeship schemes that inspire and enable new entrants to consider a career in
farming.

The deadline for applications is 9th April 2015.
For further information www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk



National Lottery Awards 2015
Entries for The National Lottery Awards, 2015 are now open.
The National Lottery Awards are an annual search to find the
UK’s favourite Lottery funded projects. Lottery players raise £33
million each week for projects all across the UK and the Awards
highlight how that funding has changed the UK for the better.

Now in their twelfth year, the Awards recognise the incredible
difference that Lottery funded projects have made to people,
places and communities across the UK with 450,000 grants
that have been made since 1994. Awards are given across
seven categories, reflecting the different types of projects that
benefit from National Lottery funding.

National Lottery funded projects are invited to enter the
Awards.

These are:

q Art
q Education
q Environment
q Health
q Heritage
q Sport
q Charity/Voluntary

All of the entries will be carefully read and assessed, then an independent judging panel will
select up to 10 projects per Awards category to go through to a final round of public voting.
Voting will take place in the summer. The project with the most votes in each category will be
declared the winner.

The winners in each of the seven categories will be invited to a star-studded Awards event to be
broadcast on BBC One. In addition to the Lottery funding they have already been awarded, the
winners will each receive a £2,000 cash prize to spend on their project.

How to enter/nominate
For more information on the entry/nomination process please visit:
www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/awards
The closing date for entries is Wednesday 25th March 2015.

Individuals can also nominate a Lottery funded project that they
would like to be entered for an Award. When this happens we
will contact the project that has been nominated and ask if they
would like to enter, as participation must be voluntary.

The Big Lottery Fund’s Empowering Young
People programme
A £50 million Empowering Young People programme will support
young people across NI including young carers, young people with a
learning disability and young people who face barriers to education,
training or employment. Grants of between £100,000
and £600,000 are available to projects that will empower young people to transform their lives
by increasing their health and well being, getting them ready for education, work or training and
building stronger relationships in their communities. Funding will support young people aged
between 8-25.

This programme will be open for applications for six years from 12th March 2015.
Applications will be accepted on a continuous basis.

For more information on the programme and how to apply please check the
website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk



Buttle UK
Buttle UK is named after Frank Buttle, a remarkable man whose hard work and personal
sacrifice helped to establish their grant programmes, which have been helping children and
young people in need across the UK since 1953.

They do this by providing practical solutions that give children a fighting chance in life.

Direct support is based on individual need, either to overcome immediate crisis or ensure the
best possible chance of a successful education. A grant could be for a bed so a child no longer
has to share with a sibling, and has a better night’s sleep to help them concentrate in class. Or
to fund a place at boarding school for a 13 year old with alcoholic parents, where they can get
the structure and support missing at home.

They also look at more strategic ways to improve the life chances of those they help, by influencing
opinion formers, policy makers and practitioners. Buttle UK do this through research projects,
as well as initiatives like our Quality Mark for Care Leavers in Further and Higher Education.

Through all this work their goal is to give more children and young people living in poverty the
power to shape their own future.

Buttle UK operates the following grant programmes:

Small Grants Programme
Delivering essential items to children, young
people and families whose development,
health and well-being are at risk. An essential
item could be anything that we all take for
granted but many families in poverty are living
without, such as a children’s bed, cooker,
fridge-freezer or washing machine.
 
School Fees Programme
Some children, many because of problems at
home, do not thrive in mainstream education,
and so fail or drop out of school entirely. The
School Fees Programme funds places at
schools that provide a safe and supportive
environment for those at future risk of going into
formal care. It enables children with medical,
emotional or social difficulties to gain a stable
and more supportive secondary education.

Support for Young People
Their Enhanced Packages Programme
provides funding of up to £2,000 for estranged
young people aged 16-20. Their case-working
team works directly with young people and
referrers to remove the financial barriers that
stand in the way of achieving their long-term
education, employment or training goals.

Further details available at:  www.buttleuk.org/pages/grant-programmes.html
Northern Ireland
Buttle UK, PO Box 484, Belfast BT6 0YA
nireland@buttleuk.org
Tel: 028 90 641164 



Idox Innovation Awards
The Grants arm of Idox, established in 1985, is
recognised as Europe’s leading publisher of funding
and policy information. Committed to the provision of
funding information and support, it seeks to help
organisations at every stage of the funding process,
from identification of suitable funding to application
and grants and bid management.

2015 marks Idox’s 30th year as a provider of funding information services and, in celebration of
this significant milestone, it has launched the Idox Innovation Awards, an initiative aiming to
showcase the work of organisations that have demonstrated excellence and innovation in
supporting their local communities. Awards are available to projects that have encouraged and
promoted positive change, demonstrating innovation in their approach to responding to local,
regional and/or national challenges.

The total Idox Innovation Awards prize fund for 2015 is £15,000. Each category-winning
organisation will be awarded £3,000 in recognition of their project’s achievement, together with
promotional and publicity opportunities that will enable them to share their project’s success.
‘Highly commended’ projects will also be selected in each category and awarded an Idox
Innovation Awards certificate.

A wide range of formally constituted public sector, business support and voluntary and community
sector organisations are eligible to enter the Awards, of which there are five categories:

Category 1: Innovation in supporting local economic development
Category 2: Innovation in promoting community engagement
Category 3: Innovation in promoting healthy living
Category 4: Innovation in supporting children and young people (aged up to 18 years)
Category 5: Innovation in promoting environmental sustainability

Projects may be entered for consideration under a minimum of one and maximum of two award
categories. Entrants are required to complete the entry form in full, providing relevant digital
supporting documentation (eg photographs, news articles, web pages, links to online videos
etc.) of the project activity.

The deadline for entries is 1st September 2015 (5pm)
E-mail: awards@idoxgroup.com Website: http://www.idoxgroup.com/awards

The Triangle Trust provides Development Grants
to special ist community and voluntary
organisations working with carers or the
rehabilitation of offenders or ex-offenders within the
UK. There are two application rounds each year
which focus on one specific area. The current round

is open to organisations with the primary purpose of supporting unpaid carers.

Development Grants provide funding towards any costs incurred by the applicant in undertaking
its core business so that sustainable income sources can be developed and the organisation’s
income will not be reduced when the grant comes to an end.



Ambition Giving
Ambition is a leading national youth charity which has been meeting
the needs of young people since 1925. To celebrate its 90th
anniversary, Ambition has launched Ambition Giving, a grant scheme
that will run throughout 2015.

Local youth clubs, charities, community groups, resident associations
and voluntary organisations that are based and operating in England
and Northern Ireland can apply as long as their application is supported
by a member of Ambition.

Please note that this is not a general young people’s fund. It is up to the discretion of the Ambition
member as to which applications they choose to support. It is expected that support will only be
provided to those clubs, projects or young people where there is an existing relationship.

Grants of up to £2,000 are available to help deliver activities to young people in their community.

Projects must meet one of Ambition’s three overarching outcomes for all of its programmes:
q Improved educational attainment, behaviour and attendance.
q Improved health (both physical and mental).
q Increased employability for the future.

Projects must also address at least one of the following five themes:
q Health - supporting young people to be happy and healthy in mind and body.
q Employability and Enterprise - supporting young people to develop skills and access

training that will help them to confidently enter education or employment.
q Social Action - ensuring young people are adding value to their local community.
q Leadership - supporting young people to develop leadership skills through practical

projects that benefit their peers.
q Media and Creative Arts - enabling young people to express themselves creatively and

develop their media skills.

There will be four chances to apply for funding before the scheme closes at the end of 2015.
The application deadlines are: 30th April 2015, 31st July 2015, and 30th October 2015.

 For further information go to:  www.ambitionuk.org

Grants are available for up to £40,000 or 50% of current annual income, whichever is lowest,
per year for three years. The amount requested each year is expected to taper down as applicants
develop other sustainable income streams. Registered charities, not-for-profit social enterprises
and community interest companies that are working within the UK and have a UK office are
eligible to apply.

Applications for organisations working with carers are now being accepted with a
deadline of 30th April 2015 (12 noon).

An application round for organisations with the primary purpose of supporting the
rehabilitation of offenders and ex-offenders will open early in September 2015 with a
deadline of 5th November 2015 (noon)

For further information  go to:www.triangletrust.org.uk


